WELCOME TO THE JUNE NEWSLETTER

One hope this newsletter holds some interest. Winter
1s not an exciting time of the year, especially for

those who cannot escape to a warmer Northern climate.

Included 1s an assignment completed by Sharon McMast-
er (Year 10 Morwell Campus) which was done for the
history unit - Australians at War. This is evidence

that some constructive work is being done in second-

ary schools.

The 1nclusion of R.H.S.V excursions was a suggestion

from our May meeting.

* The voting on the resolutions adopting Incorpor-
ation will take place at the July meeting. It 1is

therefore important that as many people as possible
attend this meeting in order that Incorporation can
proceed. If a majority of members are not present,

voting cannot proceed.

The photocopied article re Morwell is provided by
Paddy Morgan via Clare Wood. Thanks also to Jess

Cafiso for the Bi-Centenary article.
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CAUSES OF THE WAR.

The actual causes of The First World War are still under
discussion but there were many things that contributed to this
great war.

First there were the rivalries and jealousies between many
European countries. Alliances were formed between some of these
countries which made rivalries worse.

Another cause was the naval race between Britain and
Germany. Britain saw Germanys navy as a threat.

The last straw was when, on 28th June 1914, a Serbian
nationalist shot and killed Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria.
Austria declared war on Serbia. Russia supported Serbia and
Germany supported Austria so on 1lst August, Germany declared war
on Russia and on France on 3rd August. Germany then invaded
Belgium. Britain asked Germany to respect Belgiums neutrality
and keep its fleet out of the English Channel. When no answer
was received, Britain declared war on Germany.

War was declared at 1llpm (GMT) on August 4th, 9am(Eastern
Australian Time) 5th August 1914. Australia responded
patriotically to her mother country with Australians lineing up
outside recruiting offices.

ANZAC(Australia and New Zealand Army Corps), trained inm
Egypt and entered the war in April 1915 with the landing at
Gallipoli.
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GERMANS IN AUSTRALIA DURING THE WAR.

In October 1914, a new law gave the government much greater
control over people's lives. More than 3,400 people were fined
or sent to prison for crimes such as these:

- spreading rumours that would frighten people

- wearing a soldier's uniform without permission
- selling goods belonging to the Red Cross

- hiding a German .

- dyeing army overcoats

Over 3,000 Germans lived in Australia in 1914. In 1915,
Germans who were old enough to join the army were put in special

camps. Others were carefully watched by police. Many Germans lost
their jobs. German schools and churches were closed. Forty-two

German places were renamed and a lot of Germans changed their
names.

TWO GIPPSLAND SOLDIERS

This is the history of two Gippsland boys' involvement in the
War .

THOMAS JOHN KOENIG, 25 years at time of enlistment, was a
farmer before he entered the war. He was single and of Presbyterian
faith.

His brother, CHARLES DAVID KOENIG, 23 years at time of enlist-
ment, was a labourer by trade. He was also single and Presbyterian
by faith.

The brothers both lived at Jumbuk and enlisted at Yinnar on
9th July, 1915. They did their training at Broadmeadows.They were
the sons of John Koenig, one of the pioneers of the Jumbuk area.

TOM and CHARLIE KOENIG both enlisted at Yinnar on 9th July,
1915. They then went to Broadmeadows army camp to do their
training. -

On 9th November, 1915, they left for Egypt on HMAT 1962,

"Wandilla'".
Tom wrote regularly to

his sister, Tillie, who lived
in Glenroy, Melbourne. She
kept most of his letters.
She also wrote regularly and
sent parcels to Tom and after
Tom was killed, many of the
letters she had sent to him
were returned to her. It 1s
from these letters that I
got most of my infromation
for this part of the assign-
ment.

In each letter, Tillie
included a piece of paper
and an envelope for Tom toO
reply. She also often sent
a pressed flower to remind

him of home.

TILLIE
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TWO GIPPSLAND SOLDIERS (cont.)

Because 1t was necessary to keep the military movements from
the enemy, the soldiers were not allowed to write in their letters

exactly where they were, so the address would simply be "Egypt" or
"France".But from the history of the Australians written after the
war, we can guess where Tom and Charlie mainly fought.

It took about one month for the troops to get from Australia

to Egypt and once they arrived in Egypt they probably camped at
Heliopolis, near Cairo. In Tom's first letter, he tells how he

climbed the pyramids and carved his name in the top of one of then.
He also mentions that they had porrige for breakfast and plum
pudding for dinner on Sundays but they sometimes had that on week-
days too. They were issued with tobacco and cigarettes every week.
In a letter from Charlie dated 23/6/1916, he says: "We had
a bonzer trip across the water this time. We wasn't sick at all. It ~
is a nice looking place here, there are a few nice views."
Also, a letter from Tom dated 28/6/1916, five days later, says:
"We are off the boat now, we had a longer journey on the train, we
travelled about a thousand miles. I can tell you we had a bonzer
time. I think this is the pYittiest place I ever seen and all the
French people along the... gave us a good cheer. I think they think
a lot of the Australians.” e

These letters show that they have moved from Egypt to France.
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TWO GIPPSLAND SOLDIERS (cont).

In the same letter Tom also says:"It will not be long before
we are in the firing line now as we can hear the big guns and on a

clear night you can see them firing, so don't expect latters very
often now."

In July 1916 Tom wrote that they had shifted up into the firing
line, about a thousand yards from the front line. Tom was called
away to unload a boat of coal, which took two days. The coal was
probably used for the trains which carried guns, troops and supplies
to the front.

In July Tom was wounded and sent to hospital in England. By
August he was well again and was discharged from hospital. He had
14 days leave in London. He wrote to Tillie:"I never want to see
the trenches in France again but I suppose I will be in them long
before you get this letter. I think they will send us back as
soon as we are fit."

While Tom was in London he wrote:"I don't think it will be -
long before it is all finished. There is very good news over here,
they all say it will be over before Christmas." |

In 1914 and 1915 people were saying the same thing - that the war
would be over before Christmas but by 1917 most people had given
up hope that the war would be over soon.

In August Tom was back in France. He wrote:'"We are now back
in the trenches and the first thing I got this morning was a big
bomb landed about ten yards away from me but my luck was in, it
didn't burst - if it had I don't think I would be alive now, about
half the shells the Germans send over don't burst."

TRENCHES were built more than six feet deep, with ledges for
soldiers to stand on to fire over the top. Each trench was dug in

a zig-zag fashion - this prevented the enemy from being able to
fire down the whole length of the trench system. Blind alleys were
constructed to confuse the enemy in case of a successful German agx
advance.

The smell was always horrible - rotting bodies, sweat, cordite,
dank earth and the sickly disinfectant mixed with each other.

In December 1916 Tom talks about the terrible mud, saying:
"Well Tillie my dear we are having terrible wet and cold weather
Lately, it is either rain or snow every day so you can guess what
the mud is like. Well one of our mates got stuck the other night
coming out of the trenches and it took over an hour to get him out.
We all have big high top rubber boots when we are in the line, if
we didn't I don't think we could stand as we would always have wet
feet."

One other soldier writes, in '"They Called It Passchendaele' -
"He was absolutely up to his arms in it (mud) and he'd been there
for four days and nights ever since the last attack - and he was
still alive, clinging on to the root of a tree in the side of this
shell hole full of liquid mud.... the more they pulled the more
they sank in themselves. Eventually, from somewhere or other, they
got a rope, got it under his armpits and were just fixing up a
derrick to see if they could hoist him out of it when we had to move
on, because there was trouble up front. All we could do was leave a
man behind to look after him. It was another twenty-four hours
before he was rescued.”

Many men were injured and lost arms and legs because of the mud.
If it wasn't for the delays caused by the mud they may have been

able to save the limbs.
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TWO GIPPSLAND SOLDIERS (cont).

L

Tom also wrote about the Germans surrendering. He says:
"Well Tillie dear, the other night when we were in the front line

one of the fritys (Fritz) men came over to our trench and gave him-
self up, he couldn't stand it any longer. When we got him in our
trench he said thank God he was so pleased to get away from his

own lines." He also says that it must have been hard to give them-
selves up but that there had been a good few come over.

In January 1917, Charlie was in London on 10 days leave. Tom
said he was very lucky because they had just moved into the front
line.

In April 1917 Tom wrote that he was in hospital but he was o.Kk.
but he didn't say whether he was wounded or ill. There were a lot of
illnesses around such as dysentery, pneumonia and trench fever.

In the letter dated June 1917 Tom mentions writing to the
mother of a boy who was killed in March when they took Bapaume. He
wrote:;"I can tell you Tillie we were in a very nasty corner when
the boy got killed. I would not have given much for our chance of
cetting out of it at the time but here we are still going strong."
From this letter I could guess that Tom may have beeen injured at
the same time as the boy was killed because he was in hospital only
a short time after.

Some time between January and July Charlie had been badly
injured and Tom said he had got a letter from Charlie saying "he
had just landed in England and he said his both legs were heeled up
but the left was not quite strong enough to walk on yet, still got
to keep the splints on. I don't think it will be long before you will
have him back home with you once more and I bet he will not be sorry
when he sees old Australia again.”

Tom's last letter dated August 5th 1917 says:'"We had a long
train ride a few days ago and I can tell you we enjoyed 1t very
much and I must say the people are much nicer to us than they were
in the other place.” |

From what we know about the Australians' involvement in France,
Tom was probably at the Somme before his train ride. The Australians

were brought into the Ypres area of Belgium to try to capture

Passchendacele. —
About a month later, on 26th September 1917, Tom was killed 1in

the battle of Polygon Wood.
We don't know exactly how Tom was killed because there two

conflicting stories about his death. XRZX
The first was a Red Cross

report sent to Tillie saying that he had been killed by a shell.
The second is from a Red Cross file in the Australian War Memorial
saying:"A Red Cross file records that Thomas (Tom) Koenig was shot

in the head by a sniper in Polygon Wood. He had been wounded before
and was about 5'5" or 5'7" tall.”
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TWO GIPPSLAND SOLDIERS (cont).
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INFORMATION BUREAU.

TELEPHONE
CENTRAL 44862,
COLONIAL MUTUAL CHAMBERS,

(2ND rFLOOR)

TELEGRAPH AND
CABLE ADDRESS

"REDCIB, MELBOURNE" 60 MARKET STREET,

ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO BE ADDRIESBED
TO THME  HON. SECRETARY.'
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VICTORIAN DIVISION.

Dear ¥dsdam,

rs Pta. T. J. Xoeniz Jo. 906 Slst Battaliom.

SRte Ze Je GoOthard, Ho, 858, a returned man,
private address - 54 Arfthur 3treet, Palrfield, on the 28th Merch
made the followine statement in regard %o the above named soldier
who was ¥illed in Action on the 26th 3ewmuamber, 1l817.

"T knew Saznalty. He was a man atout 597,

fair, abhont 2% yzars of age, Tnown as "Tom", Casnallty was
sit%ing In an ouv-nosh stavicn dn the 3unken Xoad, RBegumatz,

A shell exploded near Casualvy morftally womnding him. de died
ori reacning the Advanesd ITresszing 3tacion, Pte, Politho @wns
ill2d %7y Yhe same snell, i had cnarze of the out-rost 3vasion,.
I 7as 7 7d3. from nim a2t th2 Sime of his densh. dis enke? wounds
werz a2boni the o4y, I 49 10¢ mow whers he was ourisd,
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dn receipt o2f further ravorts we will nrompily
* advise 7ou.

Yours £ai cnfully,

“"Hon. 3ecretary.

ey,
Yy o

oo A
deed @ L@ /::Li;-#


http://www.cvisiontech.com

TWO GIPPSLAND SOLDIERS (cont).

It seems Tom's family didn't find out about his death until
about a month after he was killed because Tillie was still writing
to him at the end of October.

Early in October, Tillie wrote:
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TWO GIPPSLAND SOLDIERS (cont).

Charlie returned home to Australia in early 1918 with an
artificial leg.

A lot of returned soldiers were trained in different
fields as part of their rehabilitation. Charlie was trained as
a bootmaker and later set up a shop in Commercial Rd. Morwell

On the Western Front, when war ended in 1918, both sides had
lost millions of men killed or wounded. For all that loss, the
greatest depth of ground taken was a mere three and a half miles.
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R.H.S.V.
HISTORY NEWS
No. 88 JUNE 1988

EXCURSIONS
Winchelsea.-We had a beautiful sunny day for this excursion.
We travelled around through Williamstown and Altona Dbefore
jJoining the Princes Highway at Laverton. We were entertained
for morning tea by the Winchelsea & District Historical
Society, and went out to the site of the Winchelsea Plains
State School out on the Cressy Road where. Mrs. Cuthill
was the Head Teacher before her marriage. We heard some
anecdotes on primary education in small country schools

over fifty years ago. ;

We then entered +the Mount Hesse station where Mr. Peter
Kininmonth and his wife Phyllis have 30,000 sheep including
a flock of the original Saxon merinos as imported by

John Macarthur and others in the early days of the colony.

After lunch at Mount Hesse, we travelled around through
Inverleigh to Barwon park, the Austin mansion at Winchelsea,
where we made an inspection of this historic property

and enjoyed afternoon tea.

Our thanks are due to our hosts, the Winchelsea & District
Historical Society for their organization and to Mr.
and Mrs. Kininmonth for their courtesy in permitting
us to make an escorted tour of their extensive property
wnere Mr. Kininmonth denies that they are living in "luxury

and ease",

Melbourne Buildings by Night.-As a departure from our
normal practice this tour on Thursday 23 June will start
with a magic latern and slide show at the Royal Mint
at 6:30 p.m. This will be followed by a guided tour
1n a bus of the 1less well known historic buildings in
Melbourne. The total cost will be $7.00 which is pavable
tOo the Director with your nomination not later than 17

June.
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Biuestone and Living Museum of the West.-This tour will

be arranged with the help of the Living Museum of the
West. Tt will start at 9 p.m. from Market Street on
Sunday 24 July and will look at the significance of bluestone
in the western suburbs. Further details will appear

in the next History News.

Meat Market, Collingwood and Fitzroy.-This tour of areas
close to the City centre may be of particular 1nterest
to country soclties. Special arrangements will be made
for these to participate if any member society is 1lnterested
and lets the Director know. The tour will‘start at the
Meat Market at 10 p.m. on Sunday, 28 August with a guided
tour of +the Market. This will be followed by a period
for browsing in the market-refreshments avallable on
payment-until a coach <collects the party at Blackwood
Street at 11:30 for the short Jjourney to Collingwood
where the Collingwood Historical Society will provide
a programme. Lunch (BYO) will Dbe taken about 12:30 and
the group will move on to the Fitzroy Historical Society
in the afternoon. The programme will include an hour's
walking tour, a visit to an historic bakery and a tour
of the refurbished Fitzroy Town Hall. Tea will be provided
in +the Fitzroy Library. The cost will be 512 which should

be paid to the Director with your nomination by 19 August.

Jells Park and Dandenong.-A visit to this area 1s planned
for September. Details will appear 1in a later 1issue

cof History News.

Heidelberg.-It is now some year since we held an excursion
to Heidelberqg, but the Heidelberg Historical Society

will be our hosts for a visit in October, full detalls

of which will appear in later 1ssues of History News.
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1988 Bi-Centenary Year

Morwell and District

Correction to May edition of Bi-Centenary notes. The
24th April this year would be Mrs Olver's 60th wedding
not her 50th. They were married on 24/4/28.

N.B. Some of our members are working on their
memolrs but they are not quite ready for publication
vet. In the meantime some notes here are again
gathered mostly from "Steamhorse to Power".

1948 - 1958 - The Japanese surrendered in August 1945

but things here only changed gradually at first. It

took time to bring the men -and women back from overseas
service and P.O.W. camps. Food rationing continued
until 1949 and organizations helped in the food situation
overseas as well as working for children, widows and
others at home affected by the war.

Planning for the S.E.C. project in Morwell began 1in
1947-48 and field work began but was halted in 1851
because of a financial recession. In 1954 work was
resumed and by 1956 winning of coal from Morwell Open
Cut began and the Gas and Fuel Co-op was producing gas
from briquettes in Morwell.

Morwell received many migrants during this period.

A survey 1in 1954-55 revealed that 48% of these were from
England and Scotland. The remainder were from Holland,
Malta, Germany, Latvia, Ireland, Poland, Czechoslovakia,
Yugoslavia, Estonia, Hungary, Spain and Denmark.

All this led to an acute housing shortage, building
of hostels, the growth of the business section, community
services, recreational resources and transport, home
comforts etc. But the biggest advances took place 1n the
area of mass communication. Television was here 1n 1956
in time for the Olympics.

One of the most i1mportant services needed was the
educational facilities to cope with the post-war 1i1ncrease
of children here. Six new schools were opened during the
fifties: -

1. 1951 - Collins St.
2. 1954 - Tobruk St.
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1988 Bi-Centenary Year (Contd)

3. 1956 - Morwell High School
4. 1957 - Tobruk st.
5. 1959 -~ Morwell Technical School
6. 1954 - St Vincent's opened a temporary
school (a permanent building was
erected in 1957)
This decade also saw a number of new church buildings
to cope with the growing congregarions.
In 1952 diesel fuel took over trams - speeding up
the time-table.
Although just skimming the surface of events of
this decade these notes are sufficient to show how

Morwell changed from a quiet rural based town to a

commercial industrial centre.


http://www.cvisiontech.com

SHIRE OF MORWELL.
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., 1atd down either by the Education Act or the
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Messrw. Thompson, Hughes, Matbews, and Dunphy,
.and the business of the meet:l.ng woald be tomomi.
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(Wesleyan), Travis {Chdtch $f- England, ~Bryee
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VICTORIA

- 4IRE OF IVIORWELJ\.

_ ConTrACT No. 0. L. s
To the President and eoyllors of the Shire of Morwell, /

hereby propose to execute the whole of the works set forth in the Drawings and Specifications Jor

i (b?{ Va7 ................. ﬂ ...... 1_4[__5{’2/ 2 ﬁ/ax&ﬁz /fr/mzz_/ LT, Do

and agreeably to th‘e specified conditions, for the-bull: sum of
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eerrrerrrcsemeneneen B{80 SUDJOIR, by way of schedule eoeisnmmsesmass s niaammemmaessrer e nessecsionens GSCUNALE N detail® for the same, and agree to have all additions

to or deductions from the specified, works valued at the respective prices opposite the various descriptions of work.
%), '

Sz'gnature of Contractor . M ............................ . VR 4 .:....._.....

Pri dnary Deposit, £ ] > B N LI e S G —

Final Deposit, 5 per cent., £ . : Date...........
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