Vorvel/ H .S
VoL 2 ne 11 NOVEMBER 98¢

THE MORWELL HISTORICAL SoCETY NEWS

PUHIS"!EJ eV@.rﬁ month &.KC&PIZ Dec,e.mber
The Souelj meets E\}e_tj 3ed Tbesclaj of the Month 730Fm Gollins St State Scheol '.lhrar_lj

o e —————

WELCOME TO THE NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER

First some points from our October meeting:

1. It was decided that there would be no meeting held in

December. Thus our final meeting for 1986 will be on

Tuesday 18th November.

2. Excursions to be arranged for the summer periodg are

(a) Driffield (b) Yinnar-Hazelwood (c) Gunyah.

3. Referring back to the two palm trees at the end of
Commercial Rd. (see Sept.newsletter), it was decided
to follow up the question of ownership of the land on

which the palm trees are situated.

4. Mrs. Maddern will be contacted re a suitable date for

"unveiling" of I.T. Maddern Memorial Seat.

5. Shire Council to be approached re the possibility of
— (a) Setting up a tourist informatioatcentre.
‘ . . O . .
(b) Producing a brochure setting up tourist attractions

of the Shire.

6. Our speakers for this meeting were Messres John Bull,

Ted Hammond and Lou Bond. Thelr 1interesting
recollections mainly of the 1944 fires were recorded

on tape and this will be added to the other i1tems and

memorabilia the society has 1n 1ts keeping.

7. We received a request from the Range¥ of Morwell

National Park for any material (photos, documents etc)
suitable for copying to display in a visitors centre

at the Park.

8. A cordial invitation came from Traralgon Historical
Society to join their excursion to Kergphard on Nov.

23. More details of this will be given at our

Novemher meeting.
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HISTORY of HAZELWOOD i e
NORTH _ (Continued .)

iy Wi -

b

16/,

Ju.

- This school opened undéer the name
Those who proposed the mo%moﬁ ﬁmwmrﬁrﬁm .
r lepburn, Messrs., Kirwin, ‘(cGdauran, Jdogan, ompson, Watson,
%waMwwamwaiww mum Minchington. It was half time during 1883 to 1891.
The original building was off Fir-an's Lane, one mile north of the
existing one. The name was cnanged to Hazelwood North in 1894,
The first teacher was Miss Amy Bock from 1881 to 1883, She later
transferrad to the Bennett's Creek School. In 1889 the portable "
room was shifted from W, Watson's place to its w&mmmsﬁimwam in o:sam
Road. There had been argument as to the type of dﬁuw&pmm_dmomﬁmm HH
wag thought that a school would be erected in Yorwell. A new schoo
to replace this one was erected in February 1987,

Zazelwo N
of Maryvale Eagst in 1881,

Names on the first roll of
Thompson, Flewin, McGauran,
somaers, Joward, English,
tlowe, Hentschell, Sanders,
Yindlay, Blair, Clark,

aryvale East School dated 1881 include -
NHWMMS_ ¥atson, Robinson, McKaskill, Shaw
Marshall, Bolding Mciiamara, Jope, Maxwell,
Plant, Biles, Gooding, McInnes, Poore,
Moirah, Porter.,

The school house was moved from near Grigg's to Pirmin's and
added to their house. Residents remember drs. Firmin proudly
serving afternoon tea to her guests in the old school house.

Children often walked long aistances to these schools.
lucky ones had ponies. The Clarke family had a_novel way
They arrived each morning at the Hazelwood
Tom drove the horse with his brother
on the sledge,

The

of travelling,
dorth school by sledge -
Bert and his 4 sisters sitting

They were probably envied by all those who
I think many a child being driven to school in a
wculd think a ride on the sledge much more fun.

had to walk and
luxurious car today

Another pupil, mzuwwm%_guwwm‘ establigshed a wmoonﬂ by never
missing a day during her eight ycars attendance at the school.

School teachers have come angd
had their influence on the children
r. Wesley “acLean,

gone over the years and have all
of theim day. One early teacher,
came back for a visit after 50 years and was very
pleasantly surprised to fingd quite a few of his old pupils still in

the district., Another teacher, ir. D. Cahill, taught here for 15 years
later teaching the children of some of his earliecr pupils,

In 1954 the 32condary S8-:hool Bus began taking pupils to Morwell
11gh School. Before that only those who were able to attend boarding
schocl or board in a town received any secondapy education. Today
buses run to daryvale High Schocl and Yorwell fechnical 3chool,

1s 80 much traffic on Hazelwood roads today that it ia too

dangerous for children to ride pboniles or bigycles so mést parents
drive their children to the primary school.
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Other matters brought up at the October meeting were:

1. The competition for history students(Secondary) 'The
History of My Home'. We have printed here a copy of

the letter the secretary sent to all Secondary High
Schools in Morwell. Up to the date of our meeting

we had had no response. If we have to abandon the

1dea this year we may have more success at some

future date.

2. Also enclosed 1s a letter from a Mrs. Heathcote which
explains 1tself. As the Traralgon Society could not
help the letter was passed on to us. Does anyone
know of a Malahide farm at Hazelwood or have any

memory of the name Willan at Maryvale?

NOVEMBER MEETING

TUESDAY 7.30 pm — 18/11/1986

at Collins St. State School Library.

Being our last meeting this year we hope to make 1t
especilially enjoyable. We intend to have supper and

a couple of competitions to add 1interest. We ask all
members who can possibly do so to make a special
effort to come. If you would like to bring a friend
they would be very welcome. Also could you bring a

plate of some eats to help with supper?
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136 Harrington St.
Warrnambool, 3280

24th August, 1986

The Secretary,
Traralgon Historical Society,

114 Gray Street,
Traralgon, 3844.

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am researching my family history and have recently fFocious
obtained the death certificate for my great-grandfather, Pxocteor
Clark Willan, which shows that he died at Hazelwood on 16-4-1900
aged 88 years. The informant was his son, William Isaac Willan

whose residence 1s given as Morwell.

According to "Victoria & its Metropolis", P.C. Willan was
the owner of the Malahide farm of 200 acres at Maryville when the

book was originally published i1n 1888.

I feel that Maryville should possibly be Maryvale given his
address at the time of his death, especially as 1n the ten lines
he gets in the book there are three errors that I know of already.
So far I have not been able to trace what happened to his son,
William. Would your society have any information in your files
regarding either of these two men? Could you please advise me
what a search of your records would cost?

Do you know if there was a Malahide farm at Hazelwood one
hundred years ago?

Looking forward to hearing from you sooOn,

Yours sincerely,

Jill D. Heathcote (Mrs.)

P.S. My grandmother was married in Traralgon on 2-1-1888 and her
place of residence is given as Morwell, so presumably she

was living with her brother then.
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17th October 1986

Dear History Student,

Morwell Historical Society invites you to

enter a competition entitled

THE HISTORY OF MY HOME

Perhaps you think your home is quite ordinary but you may be
surprised at what you'can discover about 1t.
A few things you could investigate areq
-Who built the house you live in? When?
-Who first owned the land on which it is built?
(the aborigines, then who?)

-Who, or what, was your street named after?

You can get help with your research fromq
-Morwell Public Library
-Morwell Shire records
—-Housing Commilssion
-You could also ask some of the older residents
1n your area for their help.

Your entry should be about 250-300 words in length, presented
1n any way you like and if possible illustrated with sketches,
photographs, maps etc.

-First prize will be a record voucher and a book voucher -

total value $25.

-Second prize will be a record voucher - total value $15.

-Closing date 1s Monday, November 10th.

Please print your name, address, age and school on your entry.

The Historical Society will photo-copy all entries and the
originals will be returned to vyou.

The prize-winning entries will be published in the Society's
monthly Newsletter.

Entries and enqguiries toq Mrs.E.McMASTER

2 HAROLD ST.
MORWELL PHONE 34 1149
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GUNYAH

The Gunyah Hotel, Store, Butchery and Post Office was

one of the focal points of these settlers. 1t was built
and owned by Mr. Donald Rogers in 1900 on the north side
of the Grand Ridge Rd., west of the Hatchery Rd. All
that remains to show the site are cypress trees and

fruit trees among the blackberry brambles. Once there
were saleyards there and cricket was even played on the
ridge west of the cypress trees. Mr. Rogers sold out and

moved to Boolarra where the family still has a butcher's

shop. Others to run the Hotel were Messers. Williams,
Carter, Boyson, and Miss Lawless who was the publican

when the Hotel was destroyed by fire in 1939.

Mr. Fretwell, who was Bank Manager at Toora used to ride
a horse out to Gunyah, via the Toora-Gunyah Road, on the
Gunyah sale days, to handle business for his clients. He

had the misfortune, one windy day, to be knocked from his

horse by a falling branch. However, although he layea
unconcious for some time, he was able to carry on without

any bad results.

In the Ryton, Wonyip, Gunyah and Budgeree districts, where
allotments went through to the rivers, a chain on each side
of the river was left as river frontage for fishing,
picnicing and watering stock. Landholders could, however,

lease these frontages providing they left access to the

public.

The first landholders leased large areas and then were given

the option of selecting 640 acres (1square mile) of their
choice. They would then own the surface of this land, and
underground as far as anyone could dig. Later a limit of
depth was imposed and the lower areas belonging to the Crown.

Still later, the allotments were reduced in size to 320 acres

(1 mile x % mile).



http://www.cvisiontech.com

Some of the county was kept as Reserves, the biggest 1n
the Strzelecki area being the Gunyah Gunyah PForest.
Most however, are Water Reserves under the Jjurisdiction
of the Crown Lands Department. There 1is one area at

Wonyip set apart from the Recreation Reserve. Another

Reserve was left at Budgeree to be used for an Agricultural

College.

The first of the families were the selectors and thelr
families. These selectors were offered blocks when the
land was opened for settlement in the 1900s. These men
had only explorers' and surveyors' tracks to follow 1n
order to get their blocks. They then had to clear an area

for their homes and some of their farms.

The Strzelecki hills had had a considerable acreage of
bush and timber felled by 1905 and when a good burning
day came in 1906 some owners decided to burn this,

creating a tremendous holocaust, nearly burning all the
Strzeleckis out. Huts, houses, stock and native fauna

were destroyed and there was some loss of life. Messrs.

Crisp and Brown were two who died at Wonylp.

The above method of clearing the hills was carried on
until it was realised that uncontrolled burning was

dangerous and often did more harm than good.
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REMINISCENCES OF AN EX-RESIDENT OF
MORWELL WEST

by: J.L.Cafiso
"I'm sorry. This is the only house I have on my books,’
said the Estate Agent. The year was 1950. My husband
had just begun work at the S.E.C., Yallourn and we needed
a roof over our heads. We looked at the house the Estate
Agent referred to. It wasn't exactly a dream home - on
the outskirts of Morwell, jerry built, unfurnished, no
electricity and the only water supply - a small tank.

We despondently made our way back to Yallourn to visit

1

a friend. This was indeed a lucky visit, "What coincidence,’
said the friend. "Just today a workmate told me his house
at Morwell West was for sale. They are leaving tue district.”
This sounded a better proposition and 1t was.

So it came to pass, we settled at Morwell West at the
corner of 01ld Melbourne Rd and Kaye St and never regretted
it. We had the best of both worlds - country and urban.
About 4% acres of land went with the house. We had a tennis
court in front , a little bungalow, and numerous sheds at
the back. The sheds included a garage which housed Joe's
motor bike and our old black Studebaker car (the latter
a very temperamental lady, although quite regal in
appearance). We also had Baldy the placid cow, who supplied
us with generous amounts of rich milk and it s by - product
delicious cream and home made butter. Then there were our
'chooks' and our home grown vegetables.

The solid brick school with it s spacious grounds was
just across the road and would, we thought, be very handy
for the family we planned to have. It was not long before

we discovered that friendly helpful neighbours added to the

attractions of our new abode.
Having spent my youth in the flat dry northern plains

of Victoria I found the Gippsland scenery indeed "a thing
of beauty and a joy for-ever". One could wander down the
hill to Morwell Bridge where there was a natural swimming
pool which had been divided with a little human help, 1into
a deep pool with a diving board and a shallow paddling pool

for the little ones and even a little sandy beach.
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Although it was situated at Morwell West the school was
known as Morwell Bridge. It was built, so we were told, to
replace the wooden building at Morwell Bridge, that had
been burnt down in the fires (of 1939 or 19447?7) jJust at the
time of our arrival. There were about 160 students at the
school. Besides children from Morwell Bridge and Morwell
West there were about 80 children (two bus loads) being
brought from Néwborough. Education facilities had caught
up with the British migrants being brought out to the district.
So 1t was, that 1 fesponded td an urgent appeal from Mr. Chas
Jackson, the H.T. at the time, to relieve the acute shortage
of teachers. Thus I found myéelf back 1n the classroom
beforé the end of 1950. Little did I expect then that I
would be spending most of the next 30 years teaching 1in the
'districtp‘in'various'schools and in various capacuities.

At the moment I am looking at a photo of my class about
1953 at Morwell West - Grades 2 and 3. The photo has been
-_damaged but I am hoping it can be photocopied and put in this
newsletter. How many of our members will recognize the
childrén 1n the photo? Here are just a few surnames in the
group - Foster, Cain, Moyes,'Williams, Kulbaro, Arbrecht,
Chinnock, Godridge, Thurgood and Kennedy.

I am writing this on Sunday November 9th 1986. 1 have
just returned from a re-union of ex-students of Morwell Bridge
and Morwell West. What an interesting and enjoyable re-union
it was, and how our tongues have wagged. - There was too,
inevitably a little sadness for there is nothing now to mark
the spot of hamlet of Morwell Bridge - just a big hole.

In Morwell West there are still a few scattered houses but
_mdStihave gone. .The school has been completely dismantled -
Just some rubble left. |

So it's easy to understand how the young generation ask
when told of this re-union - "Where's Morwell Bridge? Where's
Morwell'West?T
| These reminiscences of mine are only a drop in the ocean
of memories that should not be lost. We have decided to do
something about it. Mrs Lois Starkey (nee Shepherd) and

~Mrs Dorothy Sharpe tnee.Crézier)-are two of the people who
have pledged to gather all the material they can to compile
a book and memorabilia to be preserved, for'future generations.
Anyone who can contribute please let us know. Hopefully some
formEr early-reéidents‘of this area, will contribu§¢

reminiscences to be printed in some of our 1987 newsletters.
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S.S - 2439 Gr. 4,5 and 6 19572
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Front Row- R Wong, F Osborne, L Godridge, C Nathan,

J Arbrecht, F 2, & Kennedy. A Clegg.
2nd Row- R Wall, XK Kennedy, P Lear, M Broadway,
B 2 , I Snow, M Stares, M Clegg, D Crozier,

-_——ma

B Wilcox, B Vernin, M Nathan.

3rd Row- M wWall, E , K Mc Sweeney,

B Broadberg, K Godridge, 2 , R Gardner,

L Gi1ll, W Hicks, W Lane, V Gardner.

(D
~

P I ——

dth Row-= B Walsh, I Jackson,; ? , N Gardn

P Clegg, R Hicks, ? PmE Gaem el e

ey

s ,
. : ' I
L - 2 1
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