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Chapter f. ~ n. Secondary Educatioh. in Victoria. ,. ' 10/2/66)., 

· Al.though Victoria, through the great Education Act of 1872, became 
the first state of any s rate or country in the world to introduce bee and 
compulsory education, the education then provided by the.State did not go 
beyond the p~im&;ry' level. It wae not ttntil 3~ years later t:Q.at the State 
opened its first secondary school - the Melbourne Continuation School - 
in Feb~, .. 1905~ 

By 1910, there were ten such schools in Victoria, but they v1ere 
called high schools and not continuation schools. In these ten schools, 
there were 52 teachers and 1,338 pupils, figures which are less than. those 
for C>UI'. big-gest,. single.· school today. .. By 1922·, .. the. numbers had increased 
slowly to 31 soliools, 232 teachers, and 6,980 pupils• 

The first State.secondary schools in Gippsland were the Sale 
Agricultural High School established in 1909, and the W~agul Agricultural 
High School established in 1907. Entrance into the high schools was by 

~ e..ta.mination - the Qualifying Certificate taken at the end of Grade Vl, or the 
Meri.t Certificate ta.ken a,t the end of Grade Vlll. 

The,ma.jority of pupils stayed on at the primary schools eve~ in those 
.localities where a secondary school wae provided, leaving school on·the 
completion of the Grade Vlll year~ In 1919, however, the change was made 
to our p:resen t system where by most primary schools ended at Grade Vl. This 
brought a.bout a big increase in the secondary school enrolments by filling 
Forms 1 and:ll with all those pupils who had finished Gra.de·v1. 

In small tovm.sb:ips like Morwell, where no secondary school was 
provided, the primary acheof s oontinu.ed t9 hol(i Grade Vll and Grade Vlll 
classes. Morwell children who req"q.ir~d secondary education had to enrol 
at a private boarding sc:t).~l, such as any of the big Melbourne public schools, 
or obtain private board in a. town like Wa.rragul and attend the high school 
there, or travel da.ilt to Tra.ralgon to attend the Traralgon Higher Elementary 
School. · · · · · 

Morw~ll rema:b1ed·a· small,. country town until after the .Second World 
War, 1939.-1945, 1·~s population rising slowly from 1365 in 1910 to .2,500 in 
1945. :In the me~t:tme, Yallourn had been e~tablished about 1921, and by 1931, 
with a population of 3,000, it was twice the size of Morwell. A high school 
was es.tabliahed a.·t Yallourn, and this scboql served Morwell also, until Morwell 
High School· opened. in 1956. 

Morwell High School st~ted· with Forms r in 1956, and then increased 
the stages year by yea:r with<Forms 11·inl957, Forms·111in1958, Forms 1V in 
1959, Fortne. V in 1960, until it re.ached full ma.turi ty with Form V1 in 1961. 
Morwell children who had commenced their secondary courses at Yallourn prior 
to 1956 had to remain the:t-~ ... ~eca.u.se they were ahead of the.;~;iea.rs provided a.t 
Morwell. Even as late aa·igb-0, .there were Matriculation pupils from Morwell 
attending Ya.llourn High. Sch.901. " 

Morwell High School opened on Tuesday, 7th Feb:t'iiar~,:· 1956, in the 
old Higher Elementary School building at S .. S.3584, Grey_Sbeet, Trara.lgon. 
A building at Morwell wa.s not provide~L until the following year. At Trara.lgon, 
a. high school. had been es ta.blished to take · .. the pla,ce of th• old higher ele­ 
mentary school, and the building' or the new" high school. on 'S. different site 
made the old quarters availab~e tor the use'o:f tnenewl.1 Cl'eated Morwell High 
School. · · · · 

In the. first year. the .. $t~t .conf\j,.sted.~!Jf Mr •. H.J •. Sla.ttery{Headmaster), 
Mr. J.A. Mitchell,~ Mr. J.M., Murfett, Miss ·J.F~·E. Goodwill,. Mias. B.R. Davies, 

.·Mr.s .•. J .v -. ,,F~ndley, and, Miss K.M.·;V':ickers (clerk)~ .: Apparent11,.• during ·tp.e year, orie . further teacher, Mr. A. A. Van· Rossum was added to the Staff. 
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GROss··. !EARLY' ENROLMENTS 
· U'.'he following table gives the figures for the gross e~ohieii t• .6. . 6 ... r·,·.:.·· , ye~ 'Qy;7ear from 195.to19<5; 

Ye.~ .. . Jog. Girls ·Total 
1956 • • • . 31 • • • 97 • n 134 
1957 • • • 86 • • • 188 • • • -274 
1958 • • • .1:;? . • • • g11,Ji)•l•i! ,,4q9. 
1959 ••• 220 .• •• ,!Jl1' 591 

· 1960 ••• 274 . ,•,•. ' ~ ·450· • •• 754 
1961 ••• 311 •• • 513 • •• 824 
1962 ••• 342 ••• 546 ••• 888 
1963 • • • 343 • • • 615 • • • 958 
1964 • • • 316 • • • 624 ··•,• , ·940•.· 
1965 ••• l31 • • • 684 .• i;···•i· JQ1.5 . 

I.t Wlllbe noted that up till 1960, the~ yeairiy 'inq~~-~~--ji~ J".~lJ·; ~ ,<\ 
over 100, but that since then it has be.en round about the· 60 to 10 miark·, ucept 
for 1964, when there was a. surpr-i.sing drop of' 18. 

4q. Joy :Butler 91 •. Shirley Ped.ersen 
47 ~ ·Frances Cardwell 92. Susan Penney 
48. Beverley Casley 93._ Carol Poulson 49. Nancy Catterina 94. Gae Quigley 

.50. Jean Chapman 95. Fay Raggatt 
-5·1. Beverley Cope 96. J oa.n Ramsdale 52. Valerie Cope 97. Lynette Radcliffe 
53. Joan Cousins 98. Betty Robinson · 
54. Joan Crawford 99. Hazel Robinson 
55. Catherine Crawford 100. Te.rry .Shea.hey 
;6. Beverley Derham 101. Judith Sim.peon 57, Au.dre;r Downie 102. Maree. Sriell 
58. :Betty Duncan 103. l)orothy Sten~t 
59. Lesley Einsiedel 104. Wylma· Stewart . 
60. Anne Faulds 105. Robyn Tapscott 
61. Eril Pletcher 106. Fas Temple 

• 62. Angela Gil vear 107. Geraldine Troke 
.63. Valda Gittus 108. Allegonda Vrieze 
64. Rosa Costa 109. Fq Walsh 

· 65~ Aileen Goldsworthy 110. Eva Warwick . 
66~ Hendrika De G~oot 111. Glenda White 
67. Ua:rion Gummer · 112. Annette Williams · 
68. Helen GU1' 113. Frances Williams 
69. ··Jillian Harrison 114. Deanna Yates 

: 70. :Brenda. Hawk:sworth 115. Dawn Young 
71. Eliza.beth Jensen 116. Susan Thompson 
72. Nannette Judge 117. Nina Debono 
73. Elizabeth X:ilgower 118. Errol Hart 
74. Merle Knight 119 ':I Marion Friddle 
75. Maria !Coppens 120. James Collins 
76. Wendy Lawson 121 ~ Cherry Turner 
77. Glenys Lester 122. Linda. Femee 
78. Phyllis Lewis 123. ·Brenda Kelf' 79. Sonja Little · 124• Di.ane Cranston 
80. Robyn McKay 125. Ma.rthie Waser 
81. Elaine Mackley 126. Carol Parker 
82. Heather McLaan 127. Jo.an Emerson 
83. Janette McLeod 128. Julie Taylor 

· 84. Suzanne McPb.ee 129· David Turpin 
.85. Isa.bel Millar 130. - Francis Woodman 
86. Isobel Milligan 131. Geraldine Hannah 
87. Joy Ki tchelmore 132. Michele Stock 
88. Rhonda Mortison 133. Roslyn Harris 
89. Rob;yn Mortison 134. Lesley Walton 
90. Heather Murray 

1. Alan Baillie 
2. Graeme Beaumont J. llavid Bennett 
4. George Benson. 
5. Gregory Brinsmead. 
6. John Brough ton 
7. Derek Clark 8. Doliglas Currie 
9. George Doucas 

10. Richard Foster 
11. Trevor Gol~finch 
12. Kenneth Hall 
13. Phillip Higgins 
14. Julian .Land 
15. Th¢>mas:· McGregor 
16. Dennie MOX:ay 
17. Jan Kopec 
18. Neville Mackley 
19. Robert Mitchell 
20. Terend~' Nfchoi1s 
21 • James NortO:n 
22. Geo~trey P&dtield 
23. Victor Spurmer 
24. WS\Ylle Stonehouse 
25. David Swainsbury 
26. Robert· Temple 
27. Leslie Trembath 
28. Trevor Turner 
29. Anthony Wells 
30. Noel Weightman 
31. Harold Williams 
32. Barry Wykes 
33. Mary Alderson 
34. Mary Anderson 

'J5· Lorraine Angus 
36. Rosemary Aslett 
3·7,. Cynthia Barnes 
38. Anke va.n Barn.eveld . 39. La~a Benne11· 
40 .·Carolyn Bond· . · 
·4 t ~ Ellen Bond ·. . 

_ 42. MerrilJ'h Bond. . 
43. Rosalie B'ond. 
44. Jeanetta Buckland 
45• Moreext Bushaw~ 
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FIRST YEAR ENROLMENTS. 
The School Register shows that the f'olloWing 134 pupils enrolled 

during the first year, 1955.,_:were the pioneer pupils of the school: 



\>-·--'.·-~-':." :------,,. - ·'i 

Mr. Murfett, one of the original 1956 members of staff, is now our senior 
master. His service is, of oo~aa:, .. the" longest of ap.y of our teachers, since 
he has completed ten yea:rer and is starting .. on :the eleventh year. 

Other teachers of· the present staff with more than five yeS,rs service 
at this school area · 

Mrs. Kel 10.wr (appointed 19 57) - nine ·yea.rs; 
Mrs. La.wrenoe (appointed .1958) - eight yea.rs; 
Mrs. McLaren (a.ppoµited .. 19.60) - siX years; . 
Mrs. ·stevens (~al't time, appointed 196o) ..... six years;-: 
Mrs. Duncan (part time, appointed. 1960) - su years; 
Mr. Maddern (appointed 1961) - five yea.r,s. 

··········Miss ~Go6dwi11 ··(195~1961)· w-a.s h~refor :~ight yea.rs; Jlr.~ri~:vl~ '(:1.951-1964.) 
eight yea.rs r Mr.·,, Dale, five_· years, :Mr.Meehan,·· .five· y~.ars and ~.,:E,>eter~., five 
yea.rs. · : · · ·· · 

~· pre~ent staff, 196~,' o.onsis.ts. of Mr. ·Maddern, Headlnaster,. and 
Messrs.,. J ,M •. Mtµ-fe~t, A.Smale (Senior Masters);. A•C.Warner, F.A~ Wi thC)OS (Sports­ 
master.s), K.I.Clements, W.J .Tra~ll, K.A •. Maughant: B.A•Foster, P•M.Caplan, 
W.J.Wal.dron, .P.M.Piokburn,. D.B.Winkler,, R.S.Edmondson·, B.~.Newpol'tj 'L.:P.Patford, 
D.A.Poa,d, L~J .Cooki~g, B.E.Birstgood, D .• J .Newman, A.Rbmijri., ·. . . . 

.. ~s. E.E.MoMaster .. (Senior Mistress), Mi's• V .J.G&rdine;~ )b;-.s -. :a.c.wa.ldron, 
Miss M.J .• Barney, . Mr~~ ·.D •. A.Pl;yde,.· .. Mrs. L.M.Kellow, .. Jtiss ·»·~·J<Jnes,.1frs.C.G. Yule, 
Miss I.M.Dooherty, Mist:! .A.J·.,,Horley, .Miss .P.·H~ghes, ·Mrs. A~S·~Lawrenoe, ·11rs. I. 
McLaren, Miss L.Benjaf~eld.t.·r}4:rs. P.A.Q;addoek., Mrs. S.M.Doherty, Miss F.Douga.n, 
Mrs. li·~.11,. Mrs. ·M.J .C.ouls.on,, Mi~~ .. :a.A •. Reuss·, ·~s,.M •. H •. Steveris; Mrs.I.Duncan~ 
Mrs.B~L )Huart, M:rs.J .. Lo .C.af~sq, .. ~s. P •. M·•, ·~1JO'ef 1M:rs., .MoW. Dennis. 
Clerks •. 0ur.·fira:t ·~chool o'ler~~ was·Jttss K.M.x:t~ic~i;tX1,956-57) fo.llowed ,by 
Miss D .• A.Owen .(.·1958-59) ·and Kiss1·:1f.MQKenney ('1960) •· · In 1961,· :the si~ of the 
sohool wa,Wanted. t·he· employment of,· .two ·o·lerk~.··.· . Our present. senior· olerk, 
Miss Jil.G.He:tbE1rt1was appoitite~ ~he?f,· . OUr. ·aepond:9lerk has been Miss· N:.Debotto:· 
( 1961 .. 64)., ·cd Ml.es R.l>ebono (t964-96).- ·: ·: .· •· . . · ··:.' , · .· . . · 

1961 ••• R.T.P.Hodge 
L.G.Dale 

1962 ••• L.L. Young 
J.M.llfurfett 

1963 ••• J. V .Griggs 
.... L.G.Da.le 

1964' ••• J. V .Griggs 
J.M.llfurfett 

1965 ••• J. V. Griggs : ••• Mrs. 
D.M.Sohapper 

••• !lias·J.Goodwill ••• J.M.Murfett ••• Miss J.Goodwill 
• i .mss J .Goodwill• •• J ~M.Murfe"tt• •• Miss J .GoodWill 
•• •Miss J .Goodwill ••• J .M.Murfett ••• W.ss J .GoOdwill 
••• Mrs.E.Campbell ••• J.M.Uurfett ••• tiss J.Goodwill 
••• Dr.J.S.Bowden •• ~J3;.;K.Johnson ••• Mrs.E.Campbell 

·, ... Miss J. Goodwill 
•.•• Dr.J .s .. Bowden • • .J .M.Murf'ett· ••• llfts.E.-C-ampbej,t 

IC.G.ollfaUghan ••• Miss J o:Goodwitl · 
••• Dr .• J .S.Bqwden ••• J .T.Synan ••• Miss J .Goodwill 

K.G.Ma.ughan. ~~·Miss W.Osborne 
· ••.• AU.as I.Graham ••• J .T.Synan. ••• mss J .Goodwill 

B.A.Foster ••• Miss D.Robson 
•• :. itzts • W. Hammer ••• J. T. S1l').an ••• Mrs • D. Pryde 

. B.A.Foster Miss Dalgleish 
E.MoMa.ster ••• B.A.Foster ••• Mrs. D.Pryd.e 

P.Molony Mrs. B.Jobnaon 

1956 ••• J .A.Mi tobell 
1951· •• J.A.Mit'ohell 
1958 ••• W.B.Franch 
1959· •• W.B.Frenoh 
1960 ••• L. G.Da.le 

Senior 
Mistress 

Sports 
Mistress 

Sports 
Master 

Senior 
Master 

Year 

Spa.oe .-doe.li'Lno.t. pe:r .. ".,:.t for the full lists of teachers to be given, 
year by year, from 1958 onwards. However, the following table lists those 
teachers who have held.the more important executive posit~ons during the 
school's ten yea.rs of existence: 

.:..:._:_·;./,. =:.': v<'-·•t--..,.,_ 
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if!E;.·STAFF 

The pioneer staff o';f 1956 oonsisteq. qf ~h~ headmaster, Mr.H.J. Slattery 
and ,the. following six teacheI::93 ... ·Ur· .J.A. Mi tohell, Mr. J"M. Murfett; 

. ·Mr•·· . .A.~A. Varcl:toss'Um, and Miss. J·~F~E.~ Goodwill, Miss B.R. Davie~,:Mrs. ·J.M.Fendlay • 
• . . TP.i.a :~t~f· ..... of seven was increased to ·:ten in 1957, when Mrs. Fendlay l~ft 

btit ,.foµr,p:~, ..... $eaohers were appointed- Mr. R. Doyle, Mr.R.G. Hayes, 
Mrs~L.M. Kellow and Miss M.I. Colline. 



1956 Pb.ill:i.p ~iggins ••• ~avid Swa.tna.b~J'· •• Robert Mi.tche1l ••• Derek Clark 
.. Da.W'1~ Y:,oung .... • ~ ••• ·.Anke llarne:V~ld • .' ••• Sonja. Little •••••• Joan Cousins 

1957 Phillip. Higgins ••• Dennis MoKay. ~ ••••• Robert Mitchell ••• Derek Clark 
Glenda Ylhi.te! •••• ·Anke Barneveld •••••• Sonja Little .•••••• ca.:ol.yn> BOt).d 

1958 PhilU.p.Big&'llls•,•·Jlentd.~ M~"': Robert Mitchell ••• Geoff .Padfield Frano.~s: Ca.rdw~1:a •• qae ~gle~··· •••••• Oonni'e Vrieee ...... Heather Bum,. 
1959 Phillip· Higa~'' •• l)a.vl<l. Swains'bury •• ~rRobert Mi tohell ••• Geoff .Pa<Ifie,ld 

Frances Oa.rd.~ll,..~a~ Qu.igley •••• •• •• •Oonnie1 Vrieze •••• ~Heather .:surn 
1960 ·, Phfllip lliggil).~•,,,:~~avid .Swainsbury ••• Peter Tatters·on •• ~Geoff .Padfield 

Frances Cardw~l1'~ .~ Q'uigle7 •••••••• Connie Vrieze ••••• Helen GU1' 
1961 -·Phillip_ Higgilis~ •• ,D,vid. Swains~~·~·~$~ ,-~{ttier •••• ~Qeot'f .~adtield 

Frances Cardwell •• Linda· Femee ••. :.~ ··•·~eu ·'\r~i'eze ••••• ~Joeie S.turtz · ... 
1962 · Geor«~ Baklis ••••• Eddie EshUl'Sit~.·~-~n .Pe ~rikle7 ••••• irett Wadley. · .. 

-Annette Bu~., •••• Juli.-e Stark. •••••••• losa. Debono ••••••• .A:r.t.n Tyler 
1963·· ·George Baklis~ •••• Robin Baker •••••••• Stan MC>J:-ga.n ••.••••• Bryan Quirk. 

Anne Crilly ••••••• Julie Sta:rk •••••••• Doroth1" Maddern ••• Bev. Mcintosh 
1964 :Micha.el Lunan ••••• Joe Eshurs ••••••• ···•!Stan Morgan ••••• ,.. 'l'ony Johns~ 

Marjorie Mills •••• Cheryl Butl~r ••••.• ~.'.Ba,l:ba.ra. Breretoni .... Jean liarl.in · · 
1965 P~l.~p Bowen ••• •.,. Albert Williams· ••• ."}lgpQrt · Ho.:O<>n.a,l.d ••.• M. ·Wetherall 

:'~Pl~;n Pi:ckburn ••• •.Marg.Littlejohn •••• tina. Debono. •··~.~.Jean Karlin ·- 

·:Yea.r Bozs · · · Girls 
19 62 • • • ~a.i~ . Eeh~s . . . • • • • • • · Heather Tait 
1963 • • • lich&ei L\lna.n -r:. • • • ..Lorraine Andrew 

r·'1~~ . • • ·• 't~;;otfl~Tlams. • • • : : : ~~~o~~~~:~~, .. 
House Captains. .. . . . 

The present house system, with the·· ·four houses, ·.Gipps, Latrobe~. 
McMillan and Strzelecki, was :tntrod'.Uced in the· ·first; year. He.re: is· 
the list of House Captains .from 1956 to 1965: · 
Year Gipps · ·1a.tr·obe · . MoMill~ Str~lecki 

Sehool ViC)S-:Ca.pta.ins. . . . · , . 
As the school grew big~r and as from 1962, vice ... ca.ptains were 

appointed as well ae captains. 

• •• • •• ••• 
• •• . . . ••• 
• •• ... ••• 
• •• • •• ••• 
. .. ••• 
• •• • •• 

Nina Debono 
Connie Vrieze · 
Linda. Fernee 
Suzanne King 
Annette Budge and Dorothy Maddern 
Nol• Higgins 
Jean·Marlin 

• •• • • • ••• · Peter Tatterson 
.Fred Debon.o ••• 

• • • . .. Geoffrey Padfield 
· .. '.l'hillip: )li.gg;ins 

s tu:a:r t ~i<?k.13.~ 
Micha.el Lunan . 
Philip ~9~. 

Girls :Boys Yea:r .: 

The prefect system was inaugurated in 1959, when the school had reached 
the stage of taking Intermediate Certificate. The following pupils have been 
elected by their fellow prefects a.s Senior Prefects or Captains of the school: 

CAPTAINS OF /DHE SCHOOL 

Jillian Harrison • • • • • • • • • • Adrian Milner 
Phillip Higgins and Robert Holdsworth (Equal) 
Dorothy Maddern • • • ~ • • • • • • Roderick. McLean ·: 
Richard Benson and Michael Palmer (Equal) . 
Barbara. Sharp,. Manfred Krau taohneider and Brendan :Davey( Equal) 

1961 •• 
1962 .. 
1963 •• 
1964 •• 
1965 •• 

Seoonda.ryEduca.tion in Viotoria. •••• oont'd. 
THE PUPILS AND LEADERSHIP 

Since the school· •did not. reach :ttµi ma.turi ty .until .: i te tir~t lla.trioulation 
cla.eeeewere held in 1961, we _can oount the Dux of the school only from that 
year. Thia poai ~ion Of ·honour and that of Proxime Aoceaai t ( ~:r second pla.oe) 
is decided from -t;he results in the Uriiversi ty Matriculation Eiainina'.tions. 
Here is the list: · 

!elf. . ... l)Ut Ptoxime .. Aooessit 
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~Irf!1 ._-cm _ _ _ --_-- • __ - -------- _ __ --·-- _- ·: _ . _ _ _ .. , _ __ _ . 
! Mu.ch ·of ·ths. gTound _ aoql,\~re~---·al)out ·1Q5~ f.o:p the s~te _of Morviell_· High.{;~ 1· 

Sohool _ _ l ov11 1Ying, · r~q-q~r~n~ _the_ bri;o.lfti;n,g in _-_of huge _ quan.ti t~.es . ~of fi11fug, 
to build up the swe.mpy area to the level of the higher ground. There were 
tw·o or three houses 011 this higher ground, the last being removed by contract 
in Februe .. ry, 1961 .. 

1958• For· ·this year, the additional rooms_ (L~bra,ry, eto~) "'tt:J:-e added to the 
CGntral Blook, making it as it is today. - " , · 

195~h 'l'hi·a wa:s ·the ,,-ear in whioh the Domestic Science blook (the Sout.h Wing) 
and the- Boys' Manual Arts .Block were r~ady :tQ,r use, _The. Sou th Wing _, 
consiat~d of the 'Needlework rooms and the Art rooms (Et-,E2,E3 and E4) 
and the Lau:ndry, Demorist;ration room, Ki tohen, Dinip.g room, .Frcnrii. E:"l.trance, 
a general class-room (Fo), Commercial 'room (Jn) and Mtis~c room (F8). 
The F.r.ont Entrance, never used, was partitioned off in 1961 to make the 
Girl:Prefeots1 room. · 

1961. Fur thar ~ddi tions h~ been begun in 196o but were not ready until the 
middle of 1961. · These··rooma oompleted<the Southern Wini with the Girlst 
Sports Store, the Second Siok Bay, and_ the class-rooms F9,E5 a.n,d E6. 

195;); Fowmc::··o class-:-;rooms were added to .the w~stern end: of the Boy~-1 1ianua.l 
.Arts Block._ Th.ese are the general class-rooms now numbered :a5·,B6,B7 and 
BB. The school also acquired the S.E.C. hut, whi'3h was positioned be • 

. tvteen t]le main blqck and the residence,, and used a.s a gymnasium. 
1964. IJ.lhree portable huts were set up in the grounds, west of the main school 

building and north o.f the ~.E.C. hut. 
1965. One of the portable class-rooms wa.s removed a.t tlie beginning of the yeax~ 

Towards the end of the ye8!1:- -the bUilding o:r·. a n_ew scdence v1ing (two la,rge 
science rooms) was begun. They form a oontinuat'ion to the wost of the 
Boys i Msnual Wi.11g and c.la.ss-room section (or Line B) and Will 'be 
numbered B9 and B10 when they come into use sometime in ApriJ_qr May, 
1966-. - ' 

1966. Another, P.p~t~bl~ class-room was erected near the remaining two old ones, 
and -the 'three rooms together_ now form the tempor.e,ry aocommoda,ti_on for 
... Gh$ new ·-school, Morwe11 · Ea.at- - High School, which opened on Tuesday, 
1st 11'ebrU9J;Y11 1966. 

Shelter Sb£!ds __ ~f<l Cante~n.. In 1960, the-boys'· ahelte;r:'shed··whioh· 'vvas 
behind ·Ll.:.317onu.al Arts Block (that is, north ofit}.wa.' ~o1tght.,closer to the 
girls' shelter' shed (where ·the new s·oienoe r·oems are now being built) and 
then a small canteen room was constructed· to join the two. In 1965 this 
section was moved to its present site, wes.t. o.f the school and north of the 
S.E.C. hu·l;. 

This section can_ be recognized as the western .. end of todayh~ cen tra.l 
block. _ The science, art and needlework rooms of 19.;51 are our pre.sent .- . 
science rooms, D3,D4 and D5·· Not:toe that there is only one staff ro.o~(our, 
present La.dies' Sta.ff room), and that our present Library ( 01) and rooms · 
c2,c3, Sports .. store, sick bay and rooms. D·1,D2, and Men's Staff room did not axi:;; ·c :Ln 1957~ · - ·· - .. 

,. ' ' .. " ~ . (. ' " 

Woodwork 
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. ~~n. I Gen. 1_ .Gen.. Gen. 
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~cond.~:rz F4ucation in--V:i:ctoria ••• conttd. 
BUILDINGS. 

For the first year, 1956, school was conducted in :four rooms of ... Ghe olct 
Hi€:.;t~r Ele?:1en~~;Y'. ~ch_gpl, _.Grey Street, Traralgon, our pupils being conveyed 
:there by sc~oo:J. .: ·bµse~· During that year, the first section of our :permanent 
building v:as completed, ready for the beginning of the second year, 1957•'· · 
Below is given a plan of this first section. 
The __ Fi:t'f.l"t. S~ot~1Ji.---_ 12.51 

. l\Soienoe~'".-1:_. I_:,_ ~--- __ 

0 0t_ 

-·m- ~---,,·_-_· 

room t ... 
"" "". - - •· "'" .,.· L _ _,,~- ' ' 



: --jjADGJ!l ANll .. I~ 
Our badge, with the Phoenix asits·oelltt-8.l feature.was designed by 

two of our pioneer.t~ac~ers, )lr.J.M.~~e~'J "1d iiias B.:R.Da.vies. The motto 
"Nihil . Sine ·Labore" means nNothing ···is achie~ wl.thout effort", and not 
nNo sign of labour" as translated .. ?Jy the wo'Uld-be witty. 

OPERAS AND ENTERTAINMENTS i) 
This sohool hu_an unusual record in the cultural field in that, 

starting from the second year, 1957, it has produced a play, or opera every 
year as a. public entertainment. These productions, started by Mr. R.Doyle and 
continued by him for eight years (to 1964 inclusive) have been: 

1~51' A concert, presented at the Morwell Town Hall, .30/10/57, the main 
items be~g a PllySioa.l Culture Display, a one-act play, "The Magic Snuff'', and 
an operetta.t· ttThe Stranger". · 

1958' ·A concert, given on two nights, 31/7/58 and 1/8/')8: 
1 .. ·····.·.··•·.··· ... " .: T.· .. h.·· e ..... · 0. o ... •· .. ·· .. P.• ... p.··e·r -. ·. Coin" (.a.. on .. ·· e-so ... ·. · .. t . play) . 2. "The Seasons" (a ba.l let) 
J."Sc;tl.opl .a.nd Crossbones0 (an operetta). . 

1959. li}{·•:~::~!'~~·~.'(;5.;l~~r~ & suiuvll.n). 
1960 ~'The Sorc.erer.n (Gill:>er't & Sullivan). 7th & 8th July, 1960. 
1961 ''The: ~mti·•• (11.tbertw & Sull:ivan}. irou.r· performanQes. 
1962 ·. '1Ii.U.S.Pihat~ri (di+b.~:tA;t····.&iSµl.~1vrm.). Fo~ perf.()rmanoes. 
1963 "Miss Rook ot l!ol.~d" -l~tgh~ ;~~); · Fi~ P~oes. 
19 64 "The .·Sorcerer"·····• ( ~i1bert ,-&.:. S~~~y-.).... Ft.~$ ;.p~rfo~a:flces • 
1965 "Io,la.nthet• (G~~be~t &· sUl.1:tV'~·}~;,,~~u~•a 'Pt Mrs• UcLara. 
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Seoondarz Education in Victoria. ••• cont'd.. 
THE GRO ...• oont'd. 

A r'pa.t[, known as M&ryvale Road, ran through the grounds as a. continuation 
of Hoyle Street tc:> meet MoDona.ld Street and continue then as the Ma.ryvale 
Ros·.· we know ·today. · 

For the first four years, vary little of the ground was· usable for 
sport or large recreation, ( 1957-60 inclusive). The general picture at the 
beginning of 19.61 would show tremendous heaps of clay-fillinl on wha.t is now 
the cricket ova.I, a rough, uneven area to the ea.st of this section, a. boggy 
strip of land along Harold Street and Winifred Street, and,O!) the girls' side, 
where the ma.in hockey field is now, a dry but rougb, area.1 still shoWing the 
debris and the remains of the house shifted from there. 

There were some garden be~s at the e~tern .ends of .the building and.·along 
the southern wall, but there wert no sa;rden taps from which the plants could 
be watered. Apart from the two old gum trees at the northern fence along 
Holmes Road, the gro\inds were treeless. 

In 1961, the tilling:: clay was spread to make the cricket oval level. A. 
top..dressing of loam .was added in the same ~a.-r, and. during the next yea.i-, 1962, 
the grass was.sown ~4.the·oricltet pitch laid down. 

The mainhookE!t field was oompletea. in 1963, and the second r;eld and 
subsidiary areas were ~ssed1 le'Y'elled and sowrt down in 1964. In the space 
of five years, this area of 17 acres has been converted bom a w-.st~ into 
park-land and recreation groumis. 

The tree-planting- ~oheme began .in August, t961, .encompassing in that 
f'i.rst year·. the. whole·. ou'te~ peJ;:i.!llet.er .of. the school. grounds. In the succeeding 
three, yea.rs, 1962-6A, mort\l trees .were planted, this time to make an inner 
perimeter, close to the bu.ildings, and to Qreate several shady clumps in 
several areas away frQttl the playing fields. We nowha.ve something like 250 trees, 
of' many varieties, beginning to break the former bareness.and ugliness, and 
to provide shade and shelter for the pupils. 



Again we are indebted to ~ .. G.H.Atkins, •d also to J.trs. Charles 
Pqne of .Morwell, and··· Miss E.A.C.P~yne qf Ea,~t Ha.wthq;rn for the .above 
li:nforma·ti·on a.bout this ipt.e~estillg .fa,mily~ •.. '. 

3. Helen Payne 
m •. A. Fawkner 

i I . 
i . 

Mias. ~.A.C.Fawkner 
(name :.oh<inged. to Payne) 

t 
1. William Payne 

.2~ .S~.muel .. l?ayne 
4·.~·· '·Flci;renoe P~e 

!iE PAY.NE FAL'\[IL! Ch" andB"Ud.eree}. 

···s~el .. Pa,yne,M.A. 1740- ..... •.· ... ·1·· .... aoo····, Rec. tor·· ofChicker···.·.ept 1.16 .. 8-1795.· 
I - m.. 1770 Joe.n (surname not given) 1751-1829. l , . . 

William P~e, Captain R.N. 1773-1852, fought at Trafalgar, 1805. 
I m. 1841 Cecilia. Dorothea. Glendl,nirig of Ohi.qkerell, (nieoa 
t of Sir Charles Hothan, Governor of V~otoria, Australia., 
I 18 53..,1855}. ·... ·· ·•· · 

Herbert William Glendining l?~e, 184,3.-1913, C.apta,W R.N .: stati:oned at I · · Yokohatna,.Ja.pan,·.· .1873, .. emigra.ted ·t.o.Viotoria., ·1a74, moved 
I to Budger~e, 1878, died there 1913, and l~e.~ buried in the 
I Boola,rra. Ceme·~erf. . ... .·· . . 
1 m. 1873 at Yokohama.,· Elizabeth Arrf3' C~tboart Webster, of 
I Dundee:, Sootland, 1845-1931. 
I . 
I •-....~------------------,.._, ..,._.--_... , 

I 
;:· Charles Payne 
1885-1960) of Monell 

9. Jrunes Bridle 
m. Ida. Elliott t -c ' - Robert Btidle (6th) 

of Morv1ell. 

I , 
I , 7. Miss E.E.Dridle. 

10. Miss E.F.Bridle 
(.both of. 10 La. trobe Road, 

:MORWELL) 

1.Robe:r.t Bridle the 5th , 
_1864'.~ . 

We have found with some surprise that two of our pioneer:Ul.g families 
ir1 the Morwell ~sW:i~t,, Victoria, Australia, came from" the same ·ama.11 villt:c~ 
in England, il'J.d~pendently of·. one. mother, ····and unknown by· o?J.e .arl..other, .to settle 
in thi.s .. area. 

Robert Bridle ( 1834-1906} served >in the Roy.al Navy during the Crimean 
War, 1854-56, and then emigrated to Port Fairy, Victoria., at the end of the wa:r,, 
In .1897,.he .came w~th his family. to>Morwe11, .. an~ .. bought ~be_ pro.p~~ty or .. fa.:t"'m 
wl).ich V!~s1 known .a.a Airlie Bank, and. whiQh was· situated. on Vla.terhole C;reek, just 
west of Morwall town.ship. This farm is now the Bricile·Esta.te 0subu:rbn Of 
Morwell. 

We are U:debted vO his da_ughter., Miss E.~.Bridle, of 30 La.trob.e Road, 
Uorwell, fora gooci deal of information a.bout the Bridle familyanda.bout 

. tbe early deya of. Morwel~· ... ~e a.re .~lso ve~y .muc;h in(iebt~d j~oMr. George B. 
Atkins, .. p:e~e]t).t Ohurcrnve,rden of .Chickerell Chl!lrch, '{ho has carried out 
some very tliorottghresearch in the Chickerell records to find out for us 
the family.story of the.Bridle.Fa.mily and t,he Pa,ytte F~mi1:y, ena.pling us to 
dra.v1 up the genealogical tables given below •. Wa ha.ve simplified. these 
tables by ta.king only the direct lines hom the earliest .antecedents 
to the Morwell. oonneotions. · 

THE BRIDLE FAMILY 
Rober Bridle ( tiu; t~i;) 175(.)-.~~t? m. 1'P71 Jom Huftey, 1150-1823. 

·,· Rob&l}t ;Bridle (the 2nd) 1774-185() . m. 1798 {name not r~·CQr:ded). 
Robett Bridle (the· }rd) 1800-1863 m. 1828 Esther Hunt, 1S:o8-1862 
RobeJt:Bridle(the 4th) 1834-1906 m. 1863 S~ab. .. Jane Fish., 1844 .... 1923. 

·e~gra.ted to Port Fairy, 1856, moved to :Morwe;n, 1897. 
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At the height of the .fire,< tJJY ..•. gr~cimother wt th the two. boys and a pet 
dog took r~tuge in a huge hollow · 1og c+e~ of .. the soru.b, placing wet blankets 
over the entrance hole. Grand.mother· said she prayed that the hut would be 
burned down so that she could go baok to Melbourne, but to her ama.zemen t, 
after being nearly smothered by the smoke, she looked out to find the hut 
still standing. Even the log where they were sheltering had caught alight 

area.. 

.. · ... __ --.· --- ----·,. 

!lY': .gr~fat}l,er., C~pta:t.n. Herbe:rt William Glendining .. Pqne, ·. was born 
11/1/16~3, .~n .. Q;t:dcke11e:u, J;)orset, $gland.. His parents··· were Post-Captain 
William P~e R.N. and Cecilia. Dorothea. .Pa,ne, (nee Glendining}, the latter 
beinga.nioec of ·.Sir Charles Botham,> Gove~or o;. Victoria., 1853-55· 
Ceo:tlia.P~e'smotherwas a.sister of Sir Charles Ho'tham. 

At . the a.ge of 12 yea.rs, my grandfather entered. the. Ro7a.l Na.vy and 
w'nt aboard.· .an .. ooean .. going t-tarship.. The .ship berthed a.t times in Mediterranean 
ports to take on supplies. 

As a y~ung mlU1be .·attended a big riava,.l ball o?l:.111,~t~tiqi .from the 
reigning monarch, QU'en Victoria, and it was ~t thi~ .'t)a.~l that .he met ... my 
grandmother, Elima.l)eth Am:! Cathcart Webs~er, who, with ~er sisters, was also 
in attendance·· by bivitatio):l .... Qf QU.een Vio.toria.. Their .: father Francis· Webster 
of Dundee, was a la.WtYer and ••writer of the Signet" for the British Crown in 
Edinburgh, SootJ.an4 • 

• ~ grand~~ther was posted o-.p:tain ~d sent o~t t~ Jap~ as Chief· 
Navigatine; Office~ for t}1e. :iritish Naval Squad.ron t~ere1. stationed at Y:okOb.ama. 
Sometime later, tt11 gtand!riother travelled out to Japan t(l mar17 ·my· grandfather 
at Yokohama, 10/7/1874. Two other la,die~ .. of". the. Webster family accompanied 
her as far as Bombay, India.. A oousin, Flora Webster, better kpoym as th.e 
authoress, Flora. Anni~ ;§teele, left the ship at Bombay to take up a.n appoint­ 
ment as Inspector of Schools for the British Gove:mment.i~ Indit!l• The third 
member of the party, my grandmother's sister, Patricia Webster went on to 
Australia to 111..n-1 her first:.gousin, Bugh Blair,. a ~urveyor in the Lands 
Department, Melbourne, and the m$tl who surveyed the route for the Gippaland 
Railwq.Line, a. few years later. 

In 1875, young Captain Payne and hi13 w:t.fe left Japan to visit the 
Blair couple in Melbourne, sailliig on the S.S.BowEm.. The ship ran into 
a severe hurricane and was tossed a.bout.like a.cork, the Captain admitting 
that he was.powerles~ag~inst such a.storm •.. It .was during this ga.le that . 
my grandmother•s first child, William Herbert Webster Payne, was born, when 
the ship was· off Singapore. 

Going ba.ok a. generation, my gra.ndmdth~ herself, Eliza.beth Amy Cathoe;rt 
Webster, was l:)orn l)l'~m~tu:('ely, in Tasmania, while her parents were. on a . -, 
visit to relatives,> the'.. ?a.th¢cµ'ts·' •. wn.o'.'. own~~ a large sheep .. station in Tasmania.. 
As the parents were 'booked to· board· ship·· for the re"tUl'n vqyage, . the day .. a.fter 
my grand.mother•s birth, th' bab;r· was :wrapped in cotton ·.wool soaked in olive 
oil, and taken on ·board. · ''The journey· back to Scotland by ~a.y of Cape Horn 
took six months,. and only then, in. :Soo·tland, was this =birth registered. 

· A.f'ter landing in llelbqume ·w 1875, Herbert w.G.Pa.yne selected land 
at. Lilydale and Oakl~igh. He held the position of Harbour Master until he 
decided to take up land at Bud.geree, south of Morwell, Victoria. Late .in 
1878 or early in 1879, h~. ~a.vell.ed on }lorsepaok to l3ud,eree, via Yinnar 
(seven miles. south of MorwelI,)•. He .. '.b,a.d wi'th him as a guide and adviser, lfr. 
Quigley, the hotel proprietor at Ymna.r ", Mr. Quigley•s inn, which was later 
burnt down, stood.·· opposite to where the Meoll..ani.os Hall is now, on property 
owned <. bY Mrs •. l3ennett, ', adaughje:r< of Mr. Quigley. The party travelled a..t.ong 
a. bridle track to reach the seleo:tion Herber't Payne deoidedto take, sit­ 
uated a.bout fifteen miles from Morwell• ~grandfather built a. two-roomed 
hut out of split timber, with silver-top bark for the roofing, and had 
a.bout an a.ore of .grotmdabout the hut olea.red of scrub. 

~oon a.ft~r the family had settledin, my grandfather de~id.ed. to 
navigate his way through .·.·.·.···· ····.··· . dense scr.ub to Welshpool on the 09a.st. He left 
my grandmother and his two little sons and set off on th.is ;joumey, in 
sea.rob of more land. Up till this time my grandm;9ther had led a. shel tared 
life in Scotland, but now she '!a~ roughU).g it .in. the Australian bush. 
During my grandfather's absence,· a huge bush-fl.re broke out in the Bud.geree 

THE STORY OF l3UDGEREE 
(From notel supplied by Ml..saE.A.C.P'1lle, 6 Auburn Parade, East 

!~:~~~tE~~~=~:i:!:f~ter of Ca'Ptain H.M•Pa;vne, the t'irSt 
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Mr •. Henri Louis Petta.vel, with his . family, was the second pioneer to 
arrive a.t Budgeree. He was Swiss born and his wife, Rose Cecile Ma.renda.z 
came from the south of France. They, a.long with the third pioneering 
family 9 the Morrell family, be can;e my grand-parents' closest friends. The 
Pettavels and the Uorrells held blocks adjoining my grand.father's :Mrs. c. 
Morrell was the sister of Mr. Walter Firmin of Yinna.r. The Pettavel farm 
was on the south side; the Morrell property·was on the east side of the 
Payne blockll Grandfather's second bush blo& was on the north side of the 
first al9ng trlth the holdings of' the Tuckers, Elliots, Primroses and 
Pohvorths.. ~grandmother's brother, John Webster, had a. block .on the ,west 
side, near the Morwell River, which formed.part of the western bounda.1"1.of 
the Payne property,, John Hall had property at the back of' the Pettavel's 
selection .. further along the. river from the . .t>ayne1s:.Mr.George Fox selected 
across the river from G:ratl.dfather1s property ~d.a.t the western end. 

My grand.mother's brother,.John Webster was the first manager at the 
Bank of' Australia in Melbourne. He ma;rried l):r. Martha Turner (Doctor of 
Divinity), .. \vho . used to preach in•.··· the Unitarian Church, and who was a. sister 
of Sir Giles Turner of' Melbourne• 

My grandparents·were generous people, and a.s the land was taken up 
by more and more people, they used to invite the single young men for meals 
on Saturdays and SundaJi-s. Th~se young men were regular visitor.a until they 
had places for themselves, ready to bripgtlieir young brides to their blocks. 
Il:::•. Grange, who had come from New Zealand, bought a small piece Of land. from 
one of the settlers. He helped to build my grandfather's home .and many of the 
other homes. Grandfather gave the land for the Churdh of England, the hall, 
and the school, the early teachers boarding at his home~ We have a photo 
of the old .school bUllding at the time it was being removed, when a. new 
school.was opened on the same block of land. We also have a. photo of the 
old school v\fith the teacher and pupils, at the time my mother (Helen Payne) 
and uncles were pupils there. 

My grandfather fattened bullocks, milked pows, kept sheep, pigs, goats, 
horses, ducks, turkeys, and fowls. He planted a large orchard of fruit trees 
of' va,ri,ous kinds, and berry bushes which flourished wall. 

~. . .. · .. \th.en the Ia.lgoorlia . gold rush occurred, my grand.father and his second 
son, Se,m, a lad· in his teens, walked from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie {a.bou~ 
300 miles). They pegged out a claim there. However, there was a chronic 
shortage of water; disease broke out, and Sam was stricke:n. wi.t1l fever. 
Grandfather managed to get a ride for Sam on one of the horse draw drays, 
but he himself had to walk. So ended the gold digging vent\lre • 

. Another time, my grandfather walked.to Sydney, a.4j.s~~ce of' 500 miles, 
over the Blue Mountains, to buy a. horse. He had a cousin by ~h~ na.me of 
Payne, . also, and he was the . editor of the··.· us~ey .Tililean. ···. ··•· ~~·.••• c~lled at the 
cousin's house, but the cousin was not a.thome a,nd:1d;s Wi[e w~sbuay 
el'ltertainir.g. some la.dies to afternoon tea.. •Grandfather· wa.s given a small 
cup o~ tea and a small sandwich, when he was hungry enough to have ea.ten 
a hearty meal. He missed seeing his cousin, bought.the horse, which he 
called Paddy, and set off walking back to Bud.geree. · · 

l'y grandfather disliked riding horses and would rarely mount on one. 
On one,o~o~:ipn, when he was on horseback, h:ts yot111gost son, Charles, 
wh<> .Xfa~ th~n.only a lad, put his stick across and under the horse's tail. 

There were large·paoks of dingoes in the area in those days. 
have heard them howling at night, when I was a child there. 

Later, a.t the time of the big fires, 1898, Grandfather was on his way, with the a.id ot hisoompasa, walking to the sea. coast, to Welishpool. 
He had run out of food when he came across the. den of a dingo containing 
three pups, one of v1l .oh he took for food.. Then, he met some settlers who 
helped him with provisio, ....... ,. and he found he wa.s close to his destination. 

Eventually, after ;;-·ears of toil, cutting, grubbing a.nd burning, he 
olea.l'ed ·365_acres, and ha.o.. a nice hol.Ile built. All the timber and accessories 
needed for it were carted by bullock waggon from Melbourne. Thia home was built 
near a small creek running mto the Morwell River. (Note: Cr. Alan Hall 
wot:dcl lil\:e to ha.v~ :t.hia Snl,all creek named P~e 's Creek, after this family) • 
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and she was indeed surprised to see that the hut had withstood such tlWJles and 
such heat. 
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'l'he Pe;tta.vel ~~i,l.J:,,~f .1lu96er:e.!• .. .·· .·. . . . . . . . .. . 
· - (These notes on the Pettta;vel .:family have been provided by Helen 

Gladys Heyward(nee Jone~) a ~and ... daughter of Hen;ri Louis Pettavel, 
' k~h:,e.~.~~e.,9.0nd, ~el~.2.°!i~t'u. at~.:Bu;ise;oe.!).!_. __ _, __ .... __.__~ .. --~--~;. ......... .,,~.;~~---·~' ' .. 

Henri Louis Petta.vial, son of Henri Edouard ·Pettavel and :L()uise . · ·. 
Petta.val, (nee :Boillet) was born at Boudry, ·Neuchatel,. Switzerla.nd,9/5/1l}52. 
At the Elge of 19 years, he came to Geelong, Victoria, ··to work in the vin• · 
yard of his unole, David Louis Petta.val. He was natur~lized 8/9/1BJ3, · · 
shortly after his marriage a.t the_ age of 21 yea.rs, 19/5/1873, to- .Ro.se 
Cecile M.arenda.z of. Duneed , · · · · · · , · · 

After a trip back to Swi tzerla.nd with h:ts wife and three children, 
he went to Budgeree in 1880~ approximately sixmonths after the Pa.Ylle 
family, to become the second settler in that area .. The fam~:ly travelled 
from Geelong to Budgeree_ in a bullock waggon, which carried their goods 

THE .•STORY 01!., BUDGEBEE •••• Coiit' d ... 
The horse c'lemped down on the stick with its tail and bol tad. Grandfather 
managed to stay on and to raga.in control, .: but after that experience , he 
could not be persuaded to .get on a horse ·~gain· He was a good walker and 
always walkacl when he had to go to the neighbouring townships of :Boolarra, 
Yinnar and ]!orwell. He used to oarey two sugar bags aoz·oss his shoulders 
with provisions for the family. 

In the fir.st years, when there was no creamery or separatorsj 
my grai1dmother used to ~et the milk in large, flat dishes, after it had 
been )s.cald.ed. . The milk was scalded each day after the milking)! and next da¥ ·the· cream wat=i' skimmed off, the skimmed milk being used to feed the 
calves, pigs, etc. The cream was made into butter and salted down in 
big;1 stone jars, with a thick layer of salt on tt?pof the butter. It was 
then lidded down and exported to England and Sootland.1 taking si:x: montha 
to get there. Iioweyer~ it would arrive in good condition and the salt 
was then washed out of it read)r for it to be ea.ten. 

MY· grandmother made all the bread, butter, jam and preserves for 
the :family. Grandfather built smoke-huts to cure their own bacon, and 
big softw.ood troughs to corn the meat in. They killed their own anima.ls­ 
bullocks, shee.p·, p,~gs, etc. for their meat, taking it turn abou t w'i th 
their neighbours in sharing the carcases. 

When my mother was about 13 years old, (about 1893), or a 11 ttle 
later, a creamery opened up en a piece of land at the baok of l1[r. '.Morrell' s 
property and Llev.rellyn:' a Jones 1 :farm, 011 the .road known as Morrell' s 
Bead. lfother said they would take the milk there, wait for it to be 
separated, and bring back the skimmed milk for the oalves and the pigs. 
The creamery bought ·the cream. This continued until the farmers could 
ob:tain their own separato.rs. They used a sledge sliding over the grass 
and mud. 

My· grandparents with t'heir son, Sam, and their daughter, Florence, 
are buried in Boolarra Cemetery. I remember that, as a child of 3-t years,. 
I attended with w grandparents, the funeral of their daughter,Florence. 

I11 their later years, my grandparents moved to their bush block 
opposite the school, the hall and 'the Church of England. The Church: was 
burnt down in the bu.sh-fires of 1944. In the early days, members of all 
denominations attended this church. 

. M~y grandfather started a black-coal mine in :Boolarra. He built a.· 
cottage for the manager of'·the tnine,. but there was riot sufficient demand. 
for iihe coal, and lt was un·profitable to keep the mine open, ]~ uncles, 
Samuel. Payne and Charles P~e7 bbth aeleOted land in Budg~ree East on 

c<thet:Little :Morwell River. '.' · · · · 
>.)(~ have p}lotos of. my. grandfather's first hop1estead, which is now 

alma.st: ~~molis~ed •... 'the property is .now: owned by Gr. Alan Hall. The bush 
blpoks owned ·oy my ~andfa:ther1 my step-father, Mr •. Arthur Fish~ and his 
uncles :1 Williz~ and !H'arry \!rattan)' adj9~ned one ·another. S.awmillers out 
out;··'tim.ber from these blocks and so did the sleeper cutters for sleepers 
for the railway. 

: .·· ·.·.· V.lh9.n _my motl;te·r~; ¥~1•n P.ayne,- \vas. a yoµng girl, she used to go 
down· to·:.~111rs. Halliday' a' :P)H11.~e. (n,ee P:r.imrose) to get a ride to :Boolarra 
on her sledge. Mrs.· 'Hallidq had· a big white bull. harnessed to the sledge, 
an4,· ~ arli.lQha,i.r tied i.on to the: $ledge for· her to sit on. ·.she had no horse 
eo she. us~d th' 'gµll to pull- .the sledge, driving to :Boolarra and back for 
hou1,3.e_ll0,ld supplies •• 



,!HE STORY OF BUDGEREE ... oont' a, 
and chattel• a$"well. ., 

· ·The.ii- f~µngest obild, John Louis Pettavel, was born in the 
following year, 10/12/1881. All five children attended the Bud.geree 
State Sohool, my mother, the eldest, being about 12 years old when 
the school opene& in 1888 •. M1.· two siE.lters, my brother, aild. I ~self, 
w.ent to this sohool in later years, being the ascend gene.ration o~ 
pupils.. · 

Grapd.fa.ther made a go?d fa.rm out of the dense bush. Ivrell 
remember the orchard whioh produced wonderful fruit. A oider press was 
built to make oidel.' from the apples. },!'y grandfather sold out in. 1912 
and bought a property at Spring Vale, kno*n as Elm Grove. Re died. in 
1929 and is buried at Spring Va.le. 

, The original Petta.val Property· at Geelong was . the Victori~a 
Vinyard._,,· situated .:where the l.'ailway station of Pettavel is npw. 

J .. '···· '· 

I have photos of grandfather, grandmo:ther·, their f amil)t, and 
the school. I also have copies (in French) of rny grandfather'1s and 
my great-gl.'andfather•s birth certificates. 

None of the. f.ou.r sons of rny grandparents married, and Ot11t one 
of th.e.se i~ alive to~ay. John Pettavel is perhaps the only persqh o'f 
that. name in Australia •. My mother, Marie Louise Pettavel marrie~· 
Llewel.1Yll lqnes ofBud.geree in 1898. Below is given in brief the 
Pettavel · ~~ily tre': . 

J'o~_as. Pettavel (approx. 1750-1820) · 
Jo11as· Henri Pettavel( appro.:x.1780""·1850), m. Elizabeth Roqufer,~ 

H. er·· i E.· douard Pe.· ttav. el ( 18()9···-· .. ·.· approx.·.·. 1 ·.Sao) of ·. B ·. ~udry. >'.Neuchatel' Switzerland, m. Louise Boillet. 
He ri Louis Pettavel, { 1852.;..1929) -of :Boudry, Neuchatel, 

1 Switzerland, emigrated to Australia, 1871, married at 
r=--· L----------<!<?..'tl@...&:t.._1_J~1.l.~iC? ... _Ii.~se Ceoile Marendaz. 
I I 
I I 

Marie Louise 1. Ch1arles, 
m. 1898 Llewellyn Jones 2. William, killed in action, 

1 ~ . France, 1918. 
Helen Glab_ys·Jones, 3. DaVid, 
m. Arthur Heyward. 4. John Pettavel, 1881.- 

(:Mrs .. Heyward, who provided us with these notes, lives at . 
2 Westgate Street, Oa.kleigh, Victoria.) · · 

.!u9'aeree School,, 1.f<?.:28,6~2'")~n41fu2'~~~hool~ -:No.28~6. 
Both . of these schools were Q pened · far 1888 as half time school• 

worked in conjunction with· oner ·another. Th~ first tea.oh.el;' was. Albert· - 
Affleck (1888-89), later teachers being George J•Bennett(1890), - .. 
Gerald Gilbert(189t), an unbleof'Mr .• Jack ~ilbert ofl'in~.•r ~uth,·· .vt :: 

. ] .. ;[3.'.·.·.1'tin F.ox.{1893. ) t Fr.a· d. e17ck·_·R.• .. llrilP:f'f( 1.•. 89?.· .. ) .. ··.·. '.····· ... J .' ·.otm·. C ... ·• .. u_._ .. J.. .• ·l.· in.'an .. · .. ··• ... (.·. 1.··8., ... ··9.· ••. ·6- .... ~.· .... ··. J.··.··).'.· .. r, '··.·· .• Ja.,mes Rice (1897 J, · Fra.nc1s William Pilkington { 1~98-1904),. Ma~y A. ·... . • m~n~ )tn!1:o:e81r;1 ~~~~;; H~j~ ·~~1~! ~~m ~'a!~:~ w~i~ 
_ .. "*"""' 



.: ·.ft1•''•';_:' 

Not the. l•.ast i:nte:;'esti~ .pa.rt of Alan Hall,•.-. account o:t his P.andpa.rents, 
'the pioneers J ··~~ ,~~~n' H~J., .:i~ .his de·soription of ea~, ·his p~ por~t .. or' 
the1r .. p~s.0!1al .. ··.·.· .. si· ·.':Iii 1ohriH~l::wa··have the.tiP1oal· north co~~.,., cq~eten.t, 
pra.cti~t:~~.n .·s l·~)~~i . · :~~4. ~veri do\U', but lack~ perh~ps. tb~ sac~g g:raoe · o:t 
humour, ·a.··9J.<: •••• ·W'¥.~·t ~~·v~.,. we firld. in .. hi~ w1.fe,. Ell~~ O'S:b~~·••Y of Ireland, 
with her W!"',~'.l:Q~ O-t/~.at).fl 9f. :lite. Maybe, .. it is from her -~};la.t 01'· .. lall has 
inherited .Ji~- 9"#., ... /< . '· 'i~\re··C>t\;JloQ1t,and hie; gui:· for ·'!cirds.whiQh':h-· made him the 
a.ak:nowled:ged'o:rat~ c of .·!(orwel.'l. ·courustllors. ·· · · 

, . . In oth~. i'esp~ots,. \he fazn!ly ·line giy~ above; . resembles': th~~ :O~ inal'lY 
another A:U.Str~ian tam11y,:wlJ.en .it sb.o,liJa.m1ngl1:ng of people from th.e different 

. countries of th.a· tJni ted Killed.om and. Irellrid:,· ··and sometimes from other countries. 
The Petta.val family, :neighbours of theRal.l family at :Bu.d.geree, came from 
Switzerland. Perhaps this intermingl~g of peoples and races has given greater 
strength to the Australian character, addingresilienoe to sturdiness, liberalism 
to conservatism, 1magi:na.ti01} to stol'id 'Sood. sense. There is a mUture of religions 
also with John, the Protestant, marrying Ellen the Roman· Catholio - and perhaps 
this is good also, giving us a more tolerant a.tti tud.e~ and paving the WSJ' for 
Christian uni V• Notice also that two of John Hall ts children married two 
members of the Hopkins family, a wholesale family association very common in 
sparsely settled areas. 

·~Alan Ball 
m. Alison :Braok:s 

' r,' :, 

1. 'GWahda 
2. :artice , ': 
J. Ros~.{ 
4. . n1s;t'e~: 

. 
I. 

2. Morton 
.: 3. Edward 

4•. William 

1869-1909 married Frances Truscott, 1879-1956. 3. 

1. George., 
2. Kate, .· 
4. ~ohn, 5. Mary, 
6. Ed.ward, 
1• Olive, 8. Morton, 

\ .. 
1865-1949· .m. Jene Hopkins 
1867-1956 •• m. Richard Hopkins 
1811-1926 •• m. Catherine Reid 
1873-1946 •• m. William Little 
1879-1949-... Umerried. 
1879-1949 .. m. .Alexander Ross. 
18&>-1906 ••. ~ •. Unmarried. 

'·· 

JOU HJ\LLi 1831 -1916, ,~g.rated::;·1857J 
· ' married 18;64 ·a1r ·Ha.ddotbt :ne~ Ballar.at, 

Ellen OlShannessy, born at Ca.ri-~en,: 0Qtm.V. GaJ..w~, Ireland, 1846, daughter 
of Jeremiah and ICate. O:' Shanness'QJ/ (nee Murph.7) f died at :Budgeree . 

. '19'16. ,. 

~1:~~ ff:;·:?·····r .. J·· .• i,.: rr'.. · <:'. .. :."~/ 

William R&ll of' Swilltdn:, .Yb'I'k.hjra·,;,r:;~ied Plbrence Army-taga (approximately 
1798 - 1870). .s : ·'LC 

F~ thei;·t,~·tkr ~derstanding of the 'story of the life of Johri Hall, 
18~1 - 1916, as recounted by his grandson, Cr. Alan Hall of Budgeree, we give 
below the genealog.i.cal table of the Ha.11 family. 
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It took fouri yea.rs fo.r suffio.ient of the block to be cleared to 
make dairying possible. .: In 1886, some of the Ayrshi~/oows that had been 
retained at Balla.rat were sent· down to make the begtnp,ing of. a dairy herd. 
The first butter made by Ellen Hall, called· the ''Maypole" brand, was sold 
to a store in Morwell. 

Some years later, a creamery was established on an adjaeent:tarm, 
and this brought o?mparative prosperity to the district. 

. . ;In 1'893, John Hall built himself a more eo.mfortable home which· 
he called "Woodlands" on th.e same orig111al Budgere.e p.roperty, and situated 
near the road now .klie>.wn as Halls Road. 

By 1902, he had acquired two other properties, the first, 
,"Ri;r.~.J:'.dal.~" .of 200 acres, n<;>w occupied by the Haddon family, and the second 
'of 300 acr ea at Bco Laz-ra South. He settled his eldest son, George o:r 
"Riverdale", his third son, John, on "Woodland .. s", and his youngest so.n, 
Morton·, who\·bad just ·returne.d from the South African War, on the Boolarra 
South property. The second son, William, had already started out for himself 
(in 1898) on the property first selected by John Webster. 

John Hall was born at Swinton, Yorkshire, on 6th May, 1831, 
the son of Willia,m and Florence Hall (nee Armytage) ,. parents whose 
fa.mi lies had been tenant farmers in Yorkshire for 250 years at least. 
He 'himself .. ~orke.d on his father's farm, until, at the age of 26 years, 
and without hope of acquiring land in En.gland, he decided to emigrate 
to Amerioa t~ seek a new life as an independent farmer. 

When the ship was six days out from Liverpool, it was battered 
by a hurri·eane and foundered. John Hall, with five other people, managed 
to scramble on to a raft, from which they were picked up by a sailing ship 
four days later and taken back to Liverpool. Although the shipping 
company offered him another passage to America,. John Hall decided to try 
Australia this time, and after a pleasant voyage round the Cape of Good 
Hope,. ha reached Victoria in 1857. 
, , These were the days of the gold rush, so John Hall made his 
way to Balla.rat, arriving there with a total capital of 2/6. · At first, 
he worked in the mines, but he had no real liking for mining. For one 
thing, his height of 6 feet 3 inches was a handicap when it came to 
working in mining leads a:µid shafts. He did labouring. work until he had 
saved enough money to buy a little land and settle do~ to his real 
vocation of farming. By 18§4, he had in his· possession several scattered 
parcels of land at Winderme.re, Balla.rat. He had some sheep and a few cows, 
the descendants of whi.oh OSJl· .pe. seen today in the Ayrshire. Stud a~ "1io1~ton" t 

lf ~tlre Hall prop.arty at Bl.1dgeree •• 
He also grew oaten hay which was sold at the Hay Market, 

Balla.rat, at the site, where the new· Town Hall, . opened in 1955, stands 
today. John Ha11·was a mighty man with a scythe, which he could handle 
with such . effect that he could mow an acre a day. 

In 1864, when he was 33 years old, he married Ellen 01Shan11-essy, 
a little Irish girl, fifteen years his junior. 

The Windermere properties were small and scattered, and this 
made them difficult to run efficiently. In .. 1881, he left Windermere and 
selected 320 a.ores at Budgeree, being amongst the first group to select in 
that area. This particular property is now·owned by the Beamish family. 

In September, 1882, helped by his sons George (17) and William. 
(15) John Hall began to build his home on the banks of the Sassafras Creek, 
Bud.geree, and 'to clear the scrub on the homestead block·. The first step 
to be taken in clearing the primeval forest was to ring-bark the forest 
giants, the blue gum and messmate trees. Slashers or axes w:ere then used 
to oµt the scrub,: wh~oh consisted of dogwood, tea tree, undergrowth, and 
saplings of all types. Finally, the dry trees and sc.:rub were fired during 
early summer, and in the autwnn grass seed could be sown in the ash-covered 
soil. 

John Hall, 1831. - 1916 
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Before the days of ereameriee1and butter factories, Ellen Hall had 
Et distr::t.ct· reputation for her good butter. 

She 3uddenly at "Wopdlands", Budgeree, ageQ. 70, in April, 1916 
~. merEf eight rnontf1s before her husband, and she also lies buried in the 
Bo o larra Ce.n1e ·t ery. 

Ellen Ha.1-r also was happy to'be inAustralia. She would sometimes 
tallt of the evils of landlordism in Ir_~l-.<l;, or: of< the potato failure and the 
Irfsh fam;f..ne. She never wanted to se.e9J~r.•1•d aga:in, becattse of the· remembered 
misery t starvation and tyranny there. ,· AtUJ'tralia gave her happiness and · 
prosperity. 

:E~tlen O' Shannessy was the. second daughter of Jeremiah and Kate 
O' Shannessy (nee Murphy) and was born in 1846 at Carrigeen, Galway, Irel~d-! .~ 
Her people "'G-o-o had been tenant farmers for many years~ She left Ireland at 
the age of ·16 ye$.rs to join her older sister (a Mrs. Skow) at Haddon, near 
Balla.rat... She arrived b1 Au~tralia. in 1862,.'after a journey of ~ight months, 
during which t!1e ship wa.s frequently becalmed. The unexpectedly slow time 
and long duration of the journey caused serious food shortages on board. 

she was 18 years old she married John Hall, and lived first 
at Windermere fo1"' 18 years and then, for the rest of her life·, at Bud.geree. 
There were eight children of the marriage. 

Ellen Ha.ll was fiercely maternal, and delightfully Irish, but, th' 
loss of hel" three adult sons was a blow from which she never really com1;>"leteiy 
r~oovered •. · became very attached to her grand children. 

o~ilY 5 i:feet: ;2 inches in hei.ght, and when I . knew her,. sh~. 
wa& alm:o as. $he ~tras }ffgh1 but s~e was Ve:'fY active. and enjoy,,~ wa~king, 
gardening, ·a.21'd' mus;ic, poetry and aonga of Ireland. She. also love4 df!tncing, 
even in her old age, something which her husband always referred to as "queer 

Ellen Hall (nee otShanness~). 1846-1916 

In 190:;, a.t the age of 71, and after having worked in Australi-a 
45 years without a. spell, John Hall decided to have an extended holiday and 
to revisit his homeland. He travelled on the Orient luxury liner of the 
day, the '~Orata~·o" and returned<to Australia. by the same vessel in the 
followi.ng yea.r1 1904, on each occa~d.;on travelling through the Suez Canal. 
He had a second trip a.broad in 1905, travelling to England on the "Rua.pehu" 
which le·ft from Lyttelton, rirew Zea.land, travelling the Oa.pe }lorn route; and 
oa.lling a.t Rio de Janiero and the Bahamas. This time he returned via the 
Cape of Good Hope, on board the s.s. Essex. He enj.oyed this travelling and 
took a third voyage to Erigland, leaving from Melbourne o.n boa.rd the s. 611 Essex, 
18th June, 190"7, and returning by the s.s. Dorset, in July, 1908. 

In 1909, his second. son William died at the age of 40 following a. 
ploughing accident, and the old man, now 78 yea.rs old, took on the respons-.:· 
ibility of assi.sting his widowed daughter-in-law to bring up. the family of· 
four young children, of whom Alan Hall, aged 10, was the oldest. Abandoning 
his travels and holidays and retirement, he became the pioneer farmer again. 
He died at the age of 85 years, the 17th November, 19161 and lies buried in 
·che family grave in B oolarra Cemetery. 

John Hall was a man of outstanding physique, tall and strong and 
healthy. He did not smoke, drink alcohol, or gamble. Though somewhat 
austere, tac:t turn and re nerved in manner, he had a commanding personality. 
Unwavering in the pursuit of his objectives, and remarkably capable in every­ 
thing he under·~ook, he also had _great faith in the future of the Morwell 
District and of Australia. If fthere was any weakness in his make-up, ·it 
was a lack of humour, which some'.times placed him in awkward situations. 
He enjoyed good health, the wbole of his long life, ·and never once consulted 
a do c+o r ... , not even when a log of wood fell on his foot, crushing the big toe 
·to such an extent that the sinews were exposed. He merely wrapped some news- 
paper r·ound the damaged +oe and was back a.t his work an hour later. 
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Then,the two posts were separated. Postmasters or mistresses from 
then were Mr('.>T.Sce.nlon (app:rm:: 1907-09); Fred Ketels, 1910; Miss Violet 
Ketels (Approx., 1911-24), and Mrc R. Jones, 1924-1953" 

1898 ••• '! •••• ,,Mrs. _Emma :1• . .Sutton, 
1901-1906 ••• ~Frank ··Gliddono 

1895 • • •• " • W ii Jo Murphy . 
· -; .. 1897 ..... .-E. 0 'Roilrke 

Bpglarra..· S.tatio~sters apdPostmaste;s;: 
One of the earliest station.masters was Mr·~ Giiddon, an active 

pioneer of. the :Methodist Church at Boola.rra. The railway· ·.gates· i1ere kept 
by Mrs. O 'Rourke. The railway··station under Mr. Austin, ·who planted the 
trees now a.doming the station yard, won the prize for the best-kep·b 
station, in two successive years-. about- 1910;..;.1911. . 

Until 1908, the railway station was also the post-office, but·· at· 
the request of the Progress Association, in December 1907_, the Pl'M.G's 
Department 4eoided to establish a· contract .. ·offiae 'in Bool&rra., Ma:te~al 
frpm the o.ld ha.1.l was used to build this office. Mr •. T .• Scaw .. on was,. the 
first postmaster at this office. In 1909, the Post Office was burnt down, 
and the pr_esent building was erectf3d ~o take .. its,. place •.. Miss V. Ketels 
succeeded Mro Scanlon and contiri.ued. S.f3 post-l;Jlistress into ;the early twenties·, 
when she was followed by Mro R • .:Tones. - Mr. Jones .held th&~ post for twenty-- · 
nine years. . . . ,- .. . . 

The ·earliest controller of the ~ils for· Jfoolarra was. M;r.B.igelow, 
the pa.rt-owner (?f the first ge.neral store. Perhaps he_ oon~ucted the 
litt.le post-office business before the ratlway·,ca.me through,. and for some 
time after-111ards. The list of persons holding the dual posts of post-master 
and_station-master, sta:p.d.s-at.preseni; as follot1s: · · 

Boola.rra, ·The• First Township Surve:r. l884;. 
The first survey of a. township at Boola.rra. was made in 1884,·· the 

plan bearing the signatures of John Lardner, Assistant-Surveyor, 25/5/1884, 
and M. Callander, District Surveyor, 17/7/1884. . : 

· On the railway station side, that is, west of the line, the map 
.shows a ~lice Reserve, and a block,. whose allotm•ts were held by R•McPhee, 
J.Fit0patrick, J,C.Hutton, Bank of Australasia., J~English,.:P.Cla.rke, 
A. Norton, D.T.La.tter, T. Bunsta.n, Thos.Scanlon, and H.& A. Heyman. 

The rest of the. to.wnship was la.id out. ·on the ea.stern side of the 
line. The most northerly, slligle, triangular block was held by W.H.Penaluna. 
The next two blocks, south of this one, shows Block C, with allotments 
taken by J,Maher, E,Kelleher, W.M.K.Vale, C.S,'.Bigelow, and a reservation 
for 0public buildings"; and B.look D, reserved f.01-- ~:·Mechanics~·· Institute. 
Then come the followllig: - 

Block E: ••• R.W.G.Payne, Church of England, W•E.Morris', and W.M .• K.Va.le. 
Block F: ... w.M.K.Vale, Presbyteria1l Chu.roll,. Jas.oKelly, J.E.,Phillips; 

F.C.Samner, and Robert Barnes. 
Block G: ••• Jas. Kelly, E.J.Coleman, Anna. Maria Smith. 

and . further east sti 11 · : 
Hugh Morris, Thom.as Lawless, James Cahill, Andrew Walsh, John Lounds, 
Denis .Cahi~l, T_hos. Bolger sec., Thos. Bolger Jun., and Mick Bolger. 

w. Bryson, 
L.D. Singer, 
J. Brazil, 
P. Walsh, c. Clarke, 
S. Kaye, 
Alfred Hart, 
George Roy,. 
C., Mulverne, 
T. McGannon, 
J. McGannon, 
D. Dwyer, 
D. Campbell. 

John Moule, , 
Thos •. Heesom, 

Bowen, 
W .A. Fi r_min ,. 
James Elliott, 
M. Oldfield, 
w •. Hardy, 
John ?? 
Llewellyn Jones, 

McGannon, 

E. Fairbairn, 
Tho s • Fairbairn, 
W. Thisqn, 
A. Donaldson, 
John Hall, 
T. Fairbairn, 
John Webster, 
Rni .. G,, Payne, 
H.L. Pettavel, 
David Jones, 
John Grant, 
Lewis Jones, 

v; s, Guthrie,· 
F. Houghton, 
J.A. Falkner, 
Thots. H •. Feris, 
James Houghton, 
W.A. Duck, 
W.C. Amiet, 
F. Amiet; 
J. ·Howes, 
Alf Firmin, 

. . 

A- survey map of ·1·as5 ··::~hiiws .. th·e-·a·eiector holdings stretching 
from near B oo Lar ra in the west to Budgeree East Ln toe east. ,, Here is 
the list of names, roughly in the order west t:cF-eastf:. 

Early Budgeree Selectors 
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. . Some , ~t. t)l~·: fi~•t .. !-1.e7.tor~ shown to have holdings in th$ lloolarra 
area.,. accord:ln~ .to 'arlf l811'd1 DtPFtment maps, we:re W.H. Penaluna, R. Irving, 
J. Hopkins, an4 W•F.,. ~·Q:r~-, 

William Henry Penal.una, wb.o···emigrated fro~ .oo~wall in ..•. 1874, .·in said 
to have been the. first selector/at B'oola,rra•. . As .well. as eng~e' in farming, 
he built and conducted, the first hot&l in !oolarra in·· 1884. He was a. member 
of the M:orwell Shire Council, 1907-1912,. and then,, .. ~11,th~ en.b:rged. Council, he 
represented the l3oolarra Riding, 1918-1924t ~ing ~esident of the Council in 
1920. A son, F.dmund IC. Penaluna, was a. membe~ of 't}le Morwell Shire Council, 
reprecen ting Boola:rra Riding, 1944-19 49 • · · ' . 

Robert Irving was the father ot the school-teacher, John Irving~ 
It is said thatt 1. a.ter, .he cond. u.ote .. d· .a bak ... ery. busin. ass in. Boolarr. a.. Robert 
Irving.. ( 183 3--8. 9 J, his son, John. . Irvin. g ( 185. 6-. 9 4.), an. d Jo. hn 1 s · wife, Georgina 
Irving (nee Grant) ( 1859-1908) are all buried in Hazelwood Cemetery. 

Boola.rra 

The school began in October, 1884, with John !rving transferring 
from ?lorwell to be t~e first teacher. In the period from 1884 to 192~ the 
school had only three head teachers, - J ohrl. Irying• from. 1884 until his ~ea.th 
in 1894 at the age of 38 years; Miss Harriet Preston, 1894 till her death in 
1898; a.nd James :Bell :trom 1898 until 1921. (See~nerl page tor list) 

The school bas had three locations. For nearly a. year it had a 
micerable existence in a temporary hut on low ·ground. The floor was at ground 
level, so tha.t in the winter, the stagnant water oozed up through the cracks. 
The approaches· to the sohool were •ia sea of mud tt ·through whieh the children 

. struggled kneedeep, and in which they oom.etimes lost their boots. 
A fine Presbyterian Church was 'buil.t at Boola.rra in 1885, and when 

1 t was completed in August, the oburch oommi ttee all'owed the school to transfer 
there for the time being.· Sohool was held there for over four yea.rs un.til, 
(t&rly in 1890, a. permanent school; together with a four ... _,roomed residenoe, . was 
erected on. the present site. 

Hopes were high a.t this stage for tha futv..re of l3oolarra. In 1889, 
John Irving, trying to assess the future enrolment of the school wrote: 

·· "l3oola:rra has one of the best coal seams yet discovered in the colony. The 
l3oolarra coal mine (black) will shortly employ 18 men, and another coal mine 
(brown) 30 men. A sawmill is being erected within half a. mile of the school 
a.nd will employ 20 men. It is more than probable that a. railwa;r will conne_ct 
l3oola.:rra w:ith the great southern line at Stony C:t·eek. The timber trade is 
inoreasing here evel'."y year. Everything points to l3oola.rra. becoming an 
important town tlthiri the next two or three·years". 

However, there was disappointment ahead. Four years later, in 
1893, John Irving reported that work had stopped at the coal mine which had 
proved anything but a success. Still, the school enrolment ·did increase from 
)0 in the ·:rirst yea:r to over 90 in 1909, al though the average attendance would 
have been rather le$s. Additions were made to the school building in 1911; 

. ·the resid6n«fe had alreatcy' been enlarged in 1907. 

In June, 1883, Kr. E.M. Shead, using the address "Twelve llile Peg, 
Morwell to Mirboo Railway Line", wrote a letter to the Education Department, 
asking for a school. 

In.spector Hepburn, 25/4/1884, recommended a full.:..time school, but 
on.17 a temporary one in a. temporary building;. since he did not consider the 
population would be permanent. Of the 32 children Jisted as being of sohool 
age, 31 were the children of railway workers. Hepburn added this interesting 
note: "The site where they have built their huts is that of a surveyed town- 
ship as yet unnamed". However, by the end of the year, the name '.Boolarra was 
being used. 

The l:orwell Hi.storioal Sooietz News Chapter 5 Volume ~. Pye 16 



La.at of Head. Teachers at B~ State Sc.l;001.1 NQ1 .· 264.:Za 
·1884 - 1894 ••• John IrVing. 
1894 - 1898 ••• Miss Harriet . Preston. 
1898 - 1921 ••• James Bell. 
1921 - 19:;0 ••• w:t.ll:!am G. Daws.on;· John A •. ~01.1;~ .• 
195() - 19:;8 ... John A. Tol.liday; llilliam 4.Gangel1l James E.Ball. 
1938 • 1951. •.James E. Rall; Wm.M.Fair; B.J .B8rJleirt; August S .. Qlm4dt•~. 
1951. -· 1954 ••• August Schmidt; James D. Nankerri.$. . 
1954 ... 1957 ••• James D. Nankerri.13. 
l95S - 1961 ••• Eri.e w. Mitchell. ·1~; 

1962 - 1963 ••• Robert PhiliPLotr.t7• 1964 - 1966 ••• William Mcintyre. 
1967' - •••••• Albert Victor Ainge. 

Letters to the ''Historical . Societz Newstt 

We have had several lettel:'S from .people whose forebears ,h.a.d some 
connection with the :Budgeree-Boola.rra areae Unfortunately, we have 1nsutfio­ 
ient spa.oe to publish all this material in this issue. Mrs. H.G. Heyward 
writes : ·•tMy old Uncle John Petta.val died suddenly and peacefully, 14th March. 
So has passed the la.st known Petta.val in Australia."·· 

There is also an extraordinarily interesting letter from 14rs_. I. 
Liptrot of 15 Ea.glemont Crescent, Ea.glemont, granddaughter of the. school.­ 
tea.oher, John Irving. Her father, Wallace Irving, now., 80 years· .. old, attended. 
:Sudgeree School in 1897, when the teacher was Mr. James Rice. Wallace 
Irving's uncle, John Grant, had one of the selections at Budgeree, and.after 
John Irving's death in 1894, he helped his widowed.sister, Geo:rgina Grant 
with her family, taking two of the boys Reginald and later Wallace to live 
w1 th him . f'.or a while. J obn Grant• s property was called ''Fair lea" and a.S oan 
be seen from the list above, it was not f~ :tromthose of H.W.G. ,p~e,·H~L~ 
Petta.val mtd the three Jones• blocks. · 

Another interesting, but somewhat later Boola.rra. family, was the 
Kneebone. family, who later moved to Whorouly, ne.a.r Wanga.r.atta.,. Eugene. Kneebone 
represented Boolarra. on the :U:orwell Shire Council, 1912-1918. ··· -··· 

Boo~~a (Cont•d) 

The Hopkins family apparently came to Boolarra. from Kt. lprton 
in the Balla.rat District. The family established a. general store in 
Boolarra. in. 1889. 

William F. O'Grady was.also a. member of .the Morwell Shire Council, 
1898-1906, a;tld was President, 1903-04• . It is obv1011s that O'Grady's Creek;, 
which flowed through his property a.t Boola:rra. is ·n~ed·after him. 

. . . There is extant an account of Boolarra. as it was .. in 1902· By 
this time, Boolarra had given up its hopes of becoming a busy junction, and 
had settled down to be the quiet township of a. farming oommunity. It had 
two o:b,urches, three·hotels and a population of approximately 250 people. 
P.W. ffc'~a,n's.'butter factory had just been built, and was beingman&ged by Kr. Svend Hartmann. 

Mr. William Pattison Christian and. his brother had bought Bopkin's 
store. W.P. Christian, before coming to Boolarra., had been a member of· the 
Champion Essendon Football Team, 1891-92-93 • 

David T. Latter established· a. blacksmith's shop at Boolarra in 
1886, but from 1891 onwards was more interested in the t~ber trade. He 
introduced the bla.okwood log to the Melbourne market, which meant an important 
new industry for Gippsland. He was a member of the Morwell Shire Ccnmcil, 
1912-18, and President, 1914-15· 

. Thoma.a Soanl on was the proprietor of the Club Hotel .in 1902. 
He ha.d oome from Geelong in 1884 to select land about nine mil.es out .of 
Boola.rra. 
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. ·'Even. the~, ·~e een.rai .~ireoti~ ot.·:~ett~ement. was easterly ot· 
-Port1• Albert,·: tOw8.i'ds ·Sa.let and Ba.ini~~e, wi:th the oattle tlta!tion at Sale· · 
being suitably called "The Heart", or· the. oentre o( aat .. ~lemen.t,,. Apa.rt 
frQll IQ~µ~ '·f!I. et-.tion' at Bushy Park~ 18401 and poss~).)ly .twQ oi- ... three · 
otlit),;os o~:~i~;t ~•ost:frmges, of Gipi;)sland, there v1~~-e no, st8.~0ns .. 1n .· 

·\· .~i:PP'.l~~-.~~u ... 1a41, but from then ·onf the l~d was quioJa.y. p~oµpie,d~ : 
. ,. . . . .. .. o::•cj obn Reeve . ooeupi~·· S~e Rids-a $~atio:n, ., \Vhi ch. inoiud.~d the.: l' 

present site of Rosedale in 1842, a.nd George and Wal -~er Cur~~w-.is took up 
the nea.i-l;>y r;Sta:t,ion of 'Bolet Plain• :tn •:'the saiiia '.yea:ro .. · . Lieutenant David: 
Pa.rri4E¥~,~s.at :Old ·R~ile. '.Stat:fon ill 1844, ·~md l!:i {:ha.t seme .. 79~· L> · 
:Ed.ward ·.Hobson arrived at 'fraralgon, Brodribb and Bennett at Hazelwood, .. 
and James Rintou.ll a~ ... L.oy Ywi.g. ... .. . : . ,. . . .... . · · v.c., ... .. 

: ·,· • .:..tr'.,. .. . . · . ' ,: .. . . . .. . •. . .. r -". ,: . [\- ·; .:! : f'Lc 
.->.f,•c;···~; .··.f-:'L!J~rt ,. •.. ;g>rOb&bl'e ·tha;t 8 BmaJ}'.::w~ide yil,f.,af5.EJ.: b~g~.: .. at:R:Q4l~&le:·:·;·~ 

.. ifoon .. 8.fterwards,_ ·C;Onei.s:ting-: bf: nothing ·bUt' a ·11ttle shanty ·at first. 
George Rintoull ee1tablished the first blaoksmi th' s forge at Rosedale in 
1856. Charles Ignatz Du Ve, whose reminiscences on "Olden Rosedale" were 
published in this pa.per, Vol.4;. .No~.4,. 10/6/-6;., .. could not have known this 
earliest Rosedale, since he was born in ~glaJ:l.Q., ·. j835 ~".lti .. Q.1.d ,n(?t ~8'a:t•: 
to .Australia until 1853. Besides, his.·.aooaiitt-t:~.~:'.·1~ ... g©?i<:U"al·.-:&.:.Jd 'givat.· 110 .. 
dates. This leaves us with some. questions ~ti~~ .~ be. ·:~'fls..ared.· Did this 
e'Q.i,:11' -n.11~ have :any .name ::a.,t, all? · · Was·;it odled. ~!naka !i,dSe,,,. ;Or :pe~h.ape, 
~1:1.ri4.. ,Jqe'.~ ~~ek i1~'6r .the.d±ttle ,watercourse J~Iia~~ ·:tto\vs, .P~"' it '.in.to •~ 

··tatJ..ob,.Jt~v~r~_T;_ .<:~'..~h~-~·-~:~~.r·:J~~ · .: ·.· <} ::;·· ., : ·r: < .~·r:. ;:/ ..... ,, · ....• r 

. ~ The .. firs·t· cattle ;rr(?~ .. tro~, .P~psl~.: to ·Mel 1rourne·1was· ·roughlt · 
along the oout, in South Gippaland •.. In 1848 the Cormrd.,ss:ipn.w, .Of Lands 
in .. Gipp~lan9-1·. CJlJ;,i:;- !l;'e,racdevel:opw·. the traol{ ~·Jr~_~t''G:tpp~1~·, :fpll9Wlng· 
a.ppr~.~~.:~'JYA~her(~o~•~~:~~~tn~:·p~eent ma:i.n···rO,~,:~'·tJi~~-Prillcee ... :~~~~· ~ ,. : . 
~· ~1t ~~~..,.~!.~wer:>th&i·1a~~ ·and· th~;·::;·;n~:plaee~, .. $~s roa,4)Nas 
n.·otbing~·,,~~;:; ~han. ~; l>r.i.Me·, ·ha:ox,; · frc~. :t~.~"'~'. ~~·~ 9!:.~:n:;tty ~.1 .. ~- ee?:~e .. ·the , 
mai~,.corm,.~etillg,··l·irlk'oY.erlsndJwtth:· th~·'.,outs+~~ v.rorld ...... ) 7'J.e .. :~~:V· ~aneii\l_'· 
Hales.; i!av,e~~.U.·;t~s ~road:.m;·1,848' ':an~:B!sh,6p'·~erry·_ ~d.,his \dte. also, th 
184 9 ~, , . : -.:~ . ··. L . · r. C' ~t .~:.:: "' · ... · 1 

' • • • • • • • • • • • 

i'F'. · ... •. - · rrt~ ~OS'~···1~&tl~;,,;i,,se).t'j.1+ a •tr:~;g.1.0···Site Whete :·the ~Ort·· Al,ber~ 
Rosedale: '1.t.(l&d· met' the · Jlelbou:rn~S&le · aoad, :~ ;i;t 'beeame the ·mos'.i fmPortarit 
oentre this side of Sale. Traralgon wu .. Yeeymuoh smaller and Korwell did 
not exist at all. Tyer's traok was widened an.d impro·ved to make a coach 
road, and in 1865 the r~~a;\'.oo~ .. ~~~~•,;:b••e-.··>~~e. ~d··*:fi~e: i>•san•···. 
Rosedale became the •b:O:PPink ·centre· for peopl~··a;s fa:r,. qf:f' s.s. ,lhe Ho~ell 
area, 25 miles awq. There, could be found· the-·i1ear~st 'doctor; .. the .nearest 
clergyman and the nearest polioeman.... Port-:Al·be~t d~clined·"somewliat, 'in 
importance while Rosedale grew. · · ·· 

.. ,_ .- . . . - . - ; r . ·_> _r .,,., 1.~ ~ ~ . 

Finall7,. .the: •rulwq f':rom Sale to ·Halbourna ·waa ... o~l$~~- in 
1879. . ... .t:ti ~fill'trt, «).wtce ··this would ··seem to ':he a.nothe±-. spur ;t.() ~e :P~ss 
ot: .R~edaJ.et, but, 1,t ttid:~not ~OW· 80'•. · Instead,' it .·~ad· '"'Go 'tha,~ ri,se of 
other towns, like Tr&l'"a.lgcm. ·and. .U:orwell, bo"hb. .of whi:c}h. o:.tentual.I:;r ·~a.seed 
Rosedale. · · · . ··· .. 

The explorer Surgeon George Bass, after whom Baa·a···stra.i t is .. 
named, tol~owe4 .·.the c~t Aine qf .Gippeland. frpm· .. ~a.sd; :1io, ·westc'.as fe;r as 
/festern Port~ ,:Si. ·1798~: .~ :),i;rcm,. .:the~:. on; seal:ers a.,nd: ·vvha.a.·e11a··used•,,·this . • ... · .. ''" .. "' ' ... ,,;,.. . . ·, •; .. ·'·' .· .. 
coast as teltilform7nba.ses f'or ·their activities but there wa.s"':rio pen~tration 
inland 'tmtil more than thirty years la~r. 

.r: ,.. · :··: . : . ·: ... ~r-·l635, ·°*>~f.haps. ·a litt~e .late~~ .. some·squattera had-:reaoha~ ·. 
·-the·,: 'borders·5~6:e, G~ppsla:nd · frol\1 the ~or-th-east, .·· tll~ .. li.om\x~(l) Plateau area or · 
New South Writes·~. end it: is probable that a ·few even p·a~1'ra'ted some 
distance .... il'l to; Gipl)sland. · · · · · 

1 .• · Y:.;;,: __ :t_~··w~,not ~-tui.~{841, a.tter.:.t~e::E?~plora.to~ work·of ~· .. , 
Kclfill~ in"tl839~·,···1a4e'.:and 184t, end of. Strze~e.oki ·in 1840, and·.· of a grau~·· 
of squatters·;·who al.Ti\t'$d. by sea. at Port Alber.t in the same ·week :as 11c~ll~ 
a.rriw4,· .. there averiand, in 'Janua.17, 1841, .that the real rush to Gippsl&nd: .. 
began. 

The Earliest Yea.t'8 

. ROSED.ALI . .r, 

',,,.,.--.~. ~- -'~.-.- ~·· , .... ·:·~~:~· ..• 
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Apparently there was a. private school being conducted in 1867, 
as well as the common school, for we are told that in 1867, the sewing 
mistress, Miss Nicholson, seoeded from the common school, taking half the 
pupils with her to establish a. second pri va te school. However, a. 

1935-1936 F.F. Morter 
1937-1940 Alex J. Cathro 
19.41 .... 1,94.fl .. ;r.W. Hoy :'~t94~)t9471"·;:':' ·.' · ··a.R. ·Evans 

.iO:o':, .. :~:,::~.,.1,4a:; ~.; :-.: · Charle.Q s. McCa.llum . 
1952-1954 Jacli x:.· Greer 

.. ·--·-·-· .. ··-···1955-1958 Se.ymour Treloar 
1959-1962 W.P .. Tobin 
1962 Ronan M. Caffrey 

Jobn A. Gregory 
J .. Dunne 

~.

John.· .· w· •.. Bea:tie. 
· Edwin Baillie · · 

William White 
(John G. David 
Henry White 
Horace Fen ton 
Edwin Cox 
John Matthews 
H.D. Willis 
A.M. Sa.vige 

19ol-1910 
1910 
1910-1914 
1915-1920 
1921-1925 
1925-1934 

1865-1867 
1867- ? 
1810-1900 

Aid was finally granted a.a from Janua:ry, 1865, and the eohool 
became Rosedale Co~on School, No. 770. The teacher appointed was John A. 
Gregory, who came to Rosedale from Yac~andandah Common School, No. 692. 

In October 1871, it became ne·cessa.ry to. build a new sohool. 
The Boa.rd planned to build on a. block of land set aside for.? school in the 
original town plan. This bl ock was on the north-wee t corner of the inter­ 
section of Hood and Queen Streets. However, it was eventually >decided that 
the site of the existing school would be retained, and accepted as the·local 
share of the cost of a. new building. The Department of Lands revoked the 
reserva..tion and sold the block to the· head teacher of,· that time, Mr. J .w. 
Beattie·, t815. 

Tb.e new building; 40 feet by 20 feet, ooa·tir}.g £422 was oompletea. 
in 1871, and oonsti tutes today the central brick section of the present 
school. 

The. following is the list of· :teachers: at Rosedale ·:- .... : •.. 

Important informati~n about the· early day$ of a:ny township can 
often be foUnd ·1.n the records of the local school, be¢a:usa generally, when­ 
ever a few families found thems.el ves together in a new settlement, they 
quickly applied for the establishment of a school. 

The single author! ty, the Board of Fduca.~~.on ,wi'.th i ta .comaon 
schools, replaced,:the d\lal control of the-.National a.nd.···~ominationaJ:·· · 
Boarp.s in 1862. : Educ-~tion,. at this time,: was not f:ree n'.qr compulsory. 
The State.did.'not pa:i ~9r tll;e eduoc:l.tion of its yottng ditizens; it·merely 
subqidited local aff ort. , · · 

In No+embe:r, 1862, the Rosedale people asked the Board of 
Education to assist them to build a.·brick school to cost £109 and to 
accommodate eighty .... five pupils. Four blocks of land ~a.ch 100 fee·t by 
25() feet, bounded by Prince Street and Albert Street, had been purchased 
by a lQcal committee in May, 1862. The idea was to erect a building which 
would sei've _as a fltchool. and also.~.a )(la.tie o~ worshi:P• The trustees were 
John King, James Peok and John Fbwl&r Turlibulli 

This sohool began in 1863 w1 th sixty-:tive pupils, and With Mr. 
E.H. Huntling as the teaoher. The Church of England and the Presbyterian 
congregations used thebuilding for their services. 

Al tho~h two inspectors of the Boa.I'd of Education, Mr., A~B. 
Orleba.r (Feb. 1863) and Mr. J. Geary (April, 1863) had recommended the 
granting of aid, the Boa.rd would only agree to do so on the conditions that 
the building must become the Board's property, that no church services could 
be conducted in it, and that the teacher must submit to the Board's examin­ 
ation. 

(From.notes supplied by Mr. R.M. MoCaifrey, a head teacher of 
Rosedale State School). 

.. .., "", The Rosedale .·School 
.L ..... 
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. . .. ·: -~. t~~ an interea'ting de•o~ip.tion: 'Of RosedaJ:e as :1t wa1l ln. 
1859~·'· tran a repert sent to the National Board of Eduoation·in iha'ti.yeat' 
dealing w1 th the advisability or othe~SC9 Of S 1{8.rttng a . ha tiQnal school 
therfh ·· ·.The report was made by ~.ib•!nspe~to~· Hopkins. arid reads i~ .. , . 

·"I ~g ~. h¢ofu 1ou that I have V:lsi ted the township of 
.. R()s8(i~e in Gippsland, to whioh the Chie.:r Inspector. had directed 

·· m.y :P:-.rticular .attention. 
The township of Rosedale· is ·si tU.a.ted on the main lin.e of· . :. : ·· 

road from Jlelbourne to Sa!i.$f dfs.tan1r a.bOut 25 miies .. ·:rrom the · · 
l~',tter. Tlie'. :t;.~~o:Pe. }l~JV,a!.\l'Wl~ close by bu.t a dense scrub 
ra1>.d~s its .banks uM.ppifoaohab'.l·•···· ~e eta.ti.one of Messrs.···.ICiftg·. 

· ·-'tm.d ··Crook bound ··the :to~~iP·-- ~: the east 8lld. ·west •. · ·· r: 

Tb.e. si ·ti.;uition is µtportant from its. oen:trali V• :·.fhe 
aa.3~ent. l~d·. i~ f~tile. and "lightly .. t1-b,r.ed' a.lld; the•' area:· or: 
re~+7'.. g()¢' ~ioul ¥t\l l~ is : oonside~~ble.•. . - On the northerrv .:.+ ·~ ••. 

,. s;d'if ;J?f ~he Riv~. La:tJ.obe~ - .. :t;he rt.oh P+~lU' on0 the ·runs· of Messrs~ 
'.. ·l(QF~l~~ .,_4 :Pe~soia" .. l.f~ 1;)~~g s~yeg,::: aiiCt:a bridge· a.cross <'r :·. .... ') 

,; the river will soon oormeot both districts. The prosperity and ~ .. 
advancement of the district, the:ref'o~e, a.wait the .$ale.and. develop- 

:· :men t of' the lands ' and· 'the• 'ere~_if aF'. 9.t°;tB,:e. :bridi<f:~o. ~~.ioh , I . h.av:~ .. : ... , . , 
·. alluded. · ·} . ·. :·.:. " . , · \.·. · ·· 

deputation from the school oommitte.e .. pr.eva.iJ..ed ... upon her to close her school -~ ~~!~r·~~~ .. of he~ r~e toJ(elp~e,.,1·.l:>7.:::0t'>84h,;·being:paid. .rt.~ 
'b~··· t11~ft/tll~ r > word. -~~~c~~~~ .1!1E)r~ly .:r;e:fers.:· tC)1ja.:::1eoon4 eejhool, ·m,:1d·.:n~t. a•:s~~ond 
pr~yaJ.er .. •0!1901 •... · It .1.s ·:diffiouJ. t- », t.o be*i~D.~.that losadale .oot.il<i-·aupport·· 
two·· schools ·a.-t· that· stae!,.·:~.et alone three!. · t , • 

Pp.se 20 

r··.· .. ; ·· • 
•. ,.._,.., •• ~ ·- __ h ~, 

• - ... I~ \~ .» 

' · '. · · AmOng the p~eni!y ~~-~·t,tl~d ·popµl-tiqnt:. f.I ,fou.n,d otµy 23 
Qhildren ( 14 bop ;and 9 g.trls h<·ot ·wn'~ 0nl.l : 1.i I~~: ·15~ ... ~a 5. ; .. ·>· .. , 
girls} ·\vere of··age. fit ·~or ··soh~ol •. : · TlirPucil'.lou~~·:Jfh'e al.l#Ou:n~~, ::t···· 

<bush,: I found:, some families: tem.po*arily-··aquatwd;> in ru!.le '~ah$,~ . ; :i 
but :these. loannot . ·be taken' i1fto': aoooun t~·· :l· :· The' fathe.rs. bf . these' . . ~· ,; 
families are engaged. in pti-tiffiig up feno~s· .an<i-'''will ·::::pro~;a,bly mOve. ... . . 

.-elsewhere when their- tasks Will have· been oom;pletep..' . . .·. 
On Jlr·. ~ Kint• a: a ta.ti~ whi.oh is :·dis,tmit -~b~t· three mtl&s·1 there · 

are about su children fit ~o:r school,, .. ~t the;it'. ~~.:ten(l~~~:·would 
be <impossible tllroughrut .·~e. ~eater ·:Par.t of ·tp.e' "~-~~; 9n ·apoRw.lt of . 
th• intervening nw&ttit> •a.naP ·i'Yverr· + " · 1•··• 

• . r.! . • " .• ·•···• 

The insufficiency of population. :the~"fo:re, .. P.'.f"?Ol~ea_.the 
possibiliV ot\ eatabltsnin~..:.9;:,j;$chool at pres~f.rt·{"·n,01;.··n11 ·an 
opportunity of. d.o~'.i so or~t~~--for·· a period of. ·at, least:'. a. ·teS:r and ·· 
and a half,.· · · .· ,. · · - .,, , ~- ·· · .. ·. ·· · · :· 

· s ': · · ~- ~~ r· ' w. T. Bopldma, :~: Su~s:peotor ~· · 

It.t1eeme ~~)thouBil1-l~~s wp pretty S.~~µ.a:~.:~.):d.s report, and 
that the .area soon.'-.deft~oped,,~~· ~~'pered suttioi~t;i~~~ ~-~-~~a sohool 
of satisfaot0?7 siliet.'.:~·:·... ·''·.\··' ..... , · , , J( . , 



Robert Watson 
John Sykes 
Jobn King 
John King 
John Mooney 

The Shire of Rosedale, 1871 to 1880, 
In 1871, the Rosedale Road Board was replaced by the Shire 

of Rosedale, which held its first meeting in the Shire Office (two 
upstairs rooms in :Mr. H. Luke's store) on Thursday, 2nd March, 1871. 
Donald McLeod was elected the first President of the Shire, and when he 
resigned two months later, William Eseington King became President in 
his plaoe. The list of Presidents of the Shire of Rosedale from its 
beginning in 1871 until the severance ot the western section into the 
Shire of Traralgon in 1879-1880 is as f0,llows 1- 

1871 Donald McLeod 1S75-76 
1871-72 William Essington King 1876-77 
1872-73 Jobn Simmons 1877-78 
1873-74 John Simmons 1878-79 
1874-75 John Simmons 1879-80 

.. 
.. .•. ·. . The Rosedale_ Road Board held ;1t,s .. f¥-.s.t. ~-~.ting at__;};he::·Polioe 

. Qt;fice,. ltoseO:Sle, 19th May; ... ,W69· The elected. ~e_mb~~-s of\.~at:.~:oard 
· ~~re D0n~alO:' Mote'od., James saith, William Essingt~ ;K~s, John Wilson, 
·Samuel Mc?iil'1fains and Ed.ward. Sproule. Donald McLeod was chosen as the 
President and retained that-office till 1871, when he became the first 
Pre-sid:ent'.· of'·. the Shire· of Rosedale • 

. 'ilr.·:J. Hai.grave' ·filled -~e. ;osi tion ~f clerk (or s_eor~'.t~1j 
for the first meeting or·· two, until a permanent clerk, Samuel R. Dawson, 

r ·was appointed with a salary of £1.50 per annum.. Mr. G.-T. Jones ~as . 
.: . ia.ppob1:tedssur'1eyor (or eng!tleer) and his sala:rfy was fixed at £2~5 'per :·:y 

· .. annum. : Mr. R. Bushe of Sale became the official solicitor for the 
··~ Bowd. 

!-·.:: _.- . . Later memb:~s elected. to. ~e Board were George Gib,s0n, · · 
.. '.fl~ lJuke and W. Henderson ( 1870), and .later. officials a,ppointed WS:ti>t;.· , 

nr.· · E.L. Simmons as Health Officer (510) and. Mounted Constable O'Copnor. 
as Inspector of Nuisances (£20). 
:; . . :;: .. , All-: the member.a . of the Board were men from .the Rosedale . 
tOwnship or from the near.;_by cattle stations. . The remote Morwe~l · 
River area received little .. attention, _the only interest of the Board in 
this direction being the main road to Melbourne, which passed north of 
our present town, crossing the Morwell River at Morwell Bridge (o.r 
Morwell West, as we now know it). In 1870, 1 t was reported that both 
the road and the bridge at Morwell Bridge were in need of repair. 

It must be remembered that the Board received very li ttl~ 
income from rates from this sparsely settled, largely undeveloped area. 
In 1869 Morwell did not exist and Traralgon was a tiny township of ten 
houses, a hotel and a school. 

The Roads and Bridges ~-:.Dtp~11i'in.:.i-·-·o:r Victoria 
· · .i~n6l: ··:1fosedale Ro8.d· <Board r • .: · .•. 

J:'. ··.'.'The: ·Shire of Rosedale · 4 
• 

. The Shire of Traralgon {s·evered' · fronr Rosedale) 
The Shire of Morwell ( se'Y:'ered fr,o_m Traralgon) 

Before · Ma;r-;· 1a·69 
·'. · -1869 -to -1871 
... ', ·187"1 ·to ·1~ 

; · 1880 .to ·1-892 
1892 onwards 

. . . ' . 

In summa:ti form, the changes in municipal control aft;~ct:Lng 
the Morwell district were as follows:- 

In Victoria,_ :_qu;~ early in our ~i~t~r.y, .. t}lere:~s~d .~be a 
Roads and Bridges Departmerft; · ·wh<:>se -run:otioti:tf wer~r ·very·· -1~m11e.r~·to those 

:~o:r.:.tbe Gotlntry Roads Board of tod"' •. : This bcidy ··was··~atabl~shed· to 
maintairi and to develop tha·roads: and tracks outside the. areas bf th-e: 

.: looal gtrv~ming bodies~ 
, The first murlieipal goveming body.that.~oorporated .the . 

Morwell area in 1 ts dis:tri()t wa.S the Rosedale Road Board, which,.w~s set 
., '-up in 1869, and which, .. in 'less than two years, bicame the Shire .. ci 

Rosedale, oa:rrying out very -silnilar duties~· . 'lhe·:vast area controlled 
by this body extended from the Borough of Sile iri ·the ·east to the·· EM?'~ 
-ot Avon ·to the north and the Shire· of Alber.ton to the south~ · 

. The Rosedale Road Board 

Municipal Government at Rosedale 
L r, ~ ~ . .: 
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. . 

. . . Ho\vever, it wa.s: on the oompletion.of t~e railwq line ;thcit .both 
Morwell and Traralgon made .rapid progress, p~tio~a:rly in the deoade.t880 
to · 18°0. · · e • : • ·:: • • • • . • 7 . ' 

_ Jlunioi;eaJ. .· Goverml\e11t ·. §t ·Rosedale . (Cont' 4.) -, . : . 
·- - - .-.·: - : _,_ ... -- .. ··.-, ... - • -·. ,· ' ·- ... ··- • _· -· ·.· . 

The .Shire.otRcsedaJ.e1 18t1to·3880 (Cont'd) 
The first ~ember~ of the Council werf•t))onald KoL:)od,· William 

Eesington Xing, Henry Luke, James Smith,. Ge~rp Gi~o?l and Wilt~• 
Henderson• ·. t·a.ter: members, with· their year of ·alectipn ·~· bra~e'te. were 
Denis, O'Brien { 1871), John w. Simmons ( 1871}t James w. Hagen ( 1~72)t. .. 
P. c.· !ill•iek ( 1872) , A't"'tibi'bald .• Macdonald · ( 18'1. ·.·.3·· h Ro~ t W!;\tso,n, ( 1.·· 87 4 .. ). , · 
Thom~- Anderson ( 1876), J.')ugnld Campbell ( 1~76) and Robert BUht1ne . ( 1876). 

~Q~ the -f~st· seva11 :·ya~s·. ~he shi,re was .hot di'V'ided,, the six 
members repres~n ~ing. -the . whole Shire.. In. 1877, the, Shire·• was divided 
into·tour ridings ati<f:the number· ot oeuncillors wa.s irt,~eased to tw.el~. 
The following councillors were elected~ 9th Aqgust, . 1817, under the new 
sys~'. ~-n . 

Rosedale RidfAA . Tgougaoble:·: Rf#Wi.;),; . 
. Patrick Jllµ.-ren •••• ·• .159 votes :Cbristian Christiils~ ••• 144~ :v·otes 

. J a.mes Flint:~ •••. .,. .•. ~ ~ .149 votes ,J'()hn J\in tine .. , + + • ~ • • • • • • t3J'~ 1votes 
George Steadman~.- .J. ~ 137 votes ,fonathab. Bas.sett. n ••••• 107 votes 

. ill»i•mA4b~-;-. ,_·:·;. . ·~~al.i•-1:a1dt¥ .~:; 
Jo:tm. JCing.;~· ••••• ., ~. ~ .; 1; ·votes , R~~M ·l!j.1111:• ,~f~:i:. (.;i:.1:57.. -~-tes 
Pa.trick Mangan ••• ••~'-. 74 V()"be~ ,.!(";H~nrr B~ed•.· -~ •.• -~ .:. _,_:~ ~ •l47;. ·:.vo.~s 

- ·Pe:ter Paderson• .<.;: ·•. ~ 6t 'votes · .i, :~~-~·~d .-~ampb~ll •• ~-·. ~ ••.• 11l votes 
It. ean be seen that no-one ·up:.·f~.o\'tiii~s year,. 1877, had been . 

eiected. · ·~o the,; R·osed:ale 0-ounci:l frt)ut the·· flOi-Well-~ are:a, '. Our nea;res.t. ~p;eea­ 
enta tives being-- ·th$~ ··three'· 8latl ·from -'Tr¥#9.l!gorf~· .-: 'Other' :·met,ttber~ eleeted to 
the Council later were··Jom:;1e:1}aher :( 187'5) ·-and'.·g~ Ske-~ls ( 1879). · · 

. . . . it Ylfd\S :.·1~,··1817 .. th~t :~ ~fi:r.s~~-~ se~ti~ ,of :the ;a.ilway line· (Sale 
to Monell· section) was completed, the connection with Melbourne not: being 
made until two years later, 1879. Morwell EStill did n.ot exist, except a.s 
a railwq station, .tertnnus of the·· Sale-Mo~ll line.o ·.· T.rara,lgon h~ grown 
a l~~tle, with'a tew mere bouseEr, .. tWo: or ·three· xnore totelal a:.Meohanicj&. 
Institu.te, a bank (the Bank of Austra.l"asia}: and ·preparations fo,r - th~ .. · . 
building of the first ohuroh, the Presbyterian Cb.Urch ·in 1878, \vere.being 
ma.de. 
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The second need at ea.oh of these sett'.l,E;l~en ts was for a 
bla.oksmi th~ s shop, which was the .. garage or. servie~ ~ ta"f;;icm in the days 
of' the horse era. The first tradesman's shop ~at ,J4orvvell was John··' 
Rintoull's smithy, and the first at Rosada.le wa.s:that Qf .his father, 
George Rin °Pt?Ul~? _who. opened ·for .busdnesa there 1n . te56 • .... · ·-:--' 

. ;.,.:_,.Let us deal b;i~tly with the first· s·qua:ttera ·and their 
stations in the Rosedale area, in the period before the beginning of 
Rosedal.e , From west to ... e.~s1; .and .south .. of the Latrobe River, starting 
:f'rcm Traralgon Station, were the stations of Trara.lgon, Loy Yang, Snake 
Ridge,· The Holey Plain, Tanjil, Glencoe and Dutson. North of these 
stations, along the Latrobe, were Soa.rne, Rosedale, Snake Ridge (the 
only one in this pa.rt to extend north and south of the Latrobe), Kilmany 
Park, and The Heart (Sale). South again of Snake Ridge was Merton, 
which is of separate importance in the story of Rosed.a.le. 

The Heart Station (Sale) 
It is impossible to :f'ix the exact date when these early 

stations were first occupied and claimed. Official records did not 
begin until the first Commissioner of Lands, C.J. Tyers arrived in 1844, 
and even then, the lag in correspondence meant that the record was ma.de 
long after .,!)he ocoupatd on had taken pla.oe. A squatter by the name of 
McLennan w&.s the first to take up The Heart, so named because it was the 
een tre er heart cf the first squatting area. extending he.tween Pert Albert 
and Bairnsdale. John Foster held this station, 1843-1858, having William 
Montgomery as the Manager there for the greater part of that time. 

Snake.Ridge Station 
Snake Ridge Station was of an immense area, extending about 

an equal distance north and south of the Latrobe RiYer, so that the 
village of Rosedale, which grew up on the south bank of the Latrobe was 
centrally placed as far as the north and south boundaries were coneerned , 
but it was nearer to the eastern than the western boundary. John Reeve 
was the first holder of Snake Ridge, {1842), remaining there until 1844. 
John King had this station at the time the village of Rosedale began, 

Loy Yang_Station 
James Rintoull, one of three brothers who were early pioneers 

of Gippsland, occupied Ley Yang in 1844, as Manager for the Turnbull 
Brothers of Port Albert. 

Merton Station 
Edward W. Bayliss was at Merton, at least as early as 1843. 

This man claimed that he was the first squatter to enter Gippeland. 
Certainly he was at Gelantipy at 1838. The locality where he built his 
Merton Homestead on Merrima.n's Oreek is now called Willung. 

Tb.e Holey Plain 
First occupied by George and Walter Curlewis in 1842, this 

station was taken over by Edward Crooke in 1844, and is still ovm.ed by 
the Crooke family .. 
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The Early Squatters 

There is a.lways some reason for the beginning of a. township, 
and. the general rea.son is. the n~e(i .f·O~. ;SO~ fC~?l(~;'~ .. ~f; trade, and Se~Vioe 

. "··-·· ..... ~~-:an4-·oommunioation for the··peop:fa··=-frrtnt··m···tiiai--a.rea:"'·'-··-·When a. squatter 
or group of squatters took up the land in a particular d_ist'!iot., _.th~ .:: 
first requirement was a traok or road to the nearest p:Or.t .. ::.Q~:.maj-61!-:.:Mntre 
from which they could obtain supplies and to w~~oh .. they could send their 
products. Inevita:b1y, small villages sprahg up 'a;t 1stra.tegio poin.ts a.long 

·tbese-· tracks, always 'beside a>wa.teroau.tse beo~sa· fyeah· wa.te.r' wa.s.·th• 
·first requireme.n t for man and beast. · · · · · · ~- 

. ' - . ' 

. . . The. fiI's t · b~ilding._ or. house w~s . almost al ways a hotel .or-, shan ty 
to provide a.ooommOda.tiori, no matter how rough, and food and drink, no 
ma.tte:r how limited in variety• So we find the Woolpa.ok Inn at 11.ooding 
Creek (Sa.le), the Drovers' Rest at Shady Creek, Peter Smith' a shentY·_, ~t 
Mo:rwell Bridge, Henry Scott's inn a.t Moe, an~_James Widdcweon's pla.oe 

· at ··Rosedale'° · · · · · · · 



- . ' . . : .. : . . ::~ . 
'\ .... : -. 

' ... ;. 

.. Rosedale••·· Sta.ti on .. 

·.. Rosedale Station, ··trom whioh .. ·tha ·township of Rosedale ~ts 
. : its name, was ·taken up ·by Lieutenant David ··Pa:JlTy-Ol~eden, a.n otfioer . +n 

the British Navy; in 1842, and sold to :John King in 1852.· The,sta.tion 
was·so named after Lieutenant D.P. Oked~n's wi·ta·~ who was formerly J4iss 
Rose Dutton, a. member of another well~k:n:own: t!dtlily of Australian pioneers • 

. The takibg up of other ata.t:ions lH 'ih.e ~e·a. is surnm~i~d·:: 
bri•t:ly =below:-. . .·. · 

·J.Cilma.n.,,y Park~.•·· .. Wil1ia.m Pearson and his mother Helen Pearson, 1841. 
·lieyfield •• :.- •••••• •James McFarlane ·in· ·184'.1.i - .... 
Fulham Francis Dess.illy in 1841. 
Glencoe ••••••• •.•. ,J_phn Fraser Campbell; in t8A-3· 
Dutson •••••• ~.·~ •• ~J,olm.,. King.: in 1844. ;.. . . , · 

··Trai'S.lgon •••• ~ _. · •••• w~ ;Hobson in 1.844 •. ·.,,: ': 
Haz9..~woe>d· •••. ~·;·~·.~ .• William »ennett., and A.E.· Brod:ribb in 1844 .... ·· 
Ma.ryvaJ.e.-~ •••• ~··.~Thomas Go~in~. in .1845. . · · 
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The map.,prov:Lded by the Lands Depttrtment shows 14 blo~ l,aid 
out. for Rosedale, but obnously thi~·, was not-done in 1855 •. · Proba.bl7 ·.·· 
Campbell and Dawson were .. sa.tisfied tQ mark OU.t the first six bi'oOks irl 
tb~ir. first surveys.: · · · .. 

---::- These surveys·· indio8.te that tlii9. township ot Rosed.al~ be88.n in 
that year, 1853, or possibly a little· aariier, )irs. Dorothy Rogers .in 
her a.ocount of the King Family mentions that John King-~ried ~Ann 
Peo1t, at;Rose<lale, 20th January, 1853, ·but the RosedSle mentioned if:' more 
11ke+3;"~. ;ti<) J1a.ve been ; the statio.n .rather: than· the toW?lship~ · · ·: · ~· · 

James Widdowson ts '.sh.an ti' must have been the beginning of the 
Reaedale village., · .He mq .ha~.·,~~ travellers ·before ·1855, th,ough we 
have no .·record of thiE:h. It must have been about 1855 that Widdowson• s 
place became a stopping st989 for the postal service, which had began·ln 1848. 

The first.survey of the·B.osedale a;rea was made by Survel<>r 
Penrose Nevins in 1848, when. the track was marked in from T:ra.:ralgon ~ 
:Blind Joe's Hut. From llobson1s place-'at 'l'Taralgon Creek there is no 
further sign of ha.bi ta.ti~ along the track until Blind Joe's hut is shown 
a Jl~dred. yards or so ea.st of the present ea.stem. limit of Rosedale .•. Vie 
do not know who Blind Joe was but we might guess that he was only bl:Uid in 
one eye and that he was a station hand employed by the squatter of Snake 

. Ridge to look after the sheep and cattle on the south side of the Latrobe, 
0'1t off from the station homestead by the Latrobe and the moratHJ. 

The next .. surveys were· made 'Qj, x,Jooim Campbeli, 1853 and William 
Temant Dawson in 1855. · They give·· us tor· the f.trst time the.name 9f 
Rosedale Village (at Blind Joe1's 'Hut}.·.· :~{4Ltof.turiately, theE:le survey maps 
have been spoilt by the additfons trom:·1~~; surveys., so .. that we oannot be 
sure of what was the aotu:al sftr.ia.tiori.-~~· .1855. It does show the track 
coming from Melboume to Blind Joe is· Hut and continuing on to "the punt'', 
which., a.ooord.ing to O.I. Du Ve was ·''0errand1s Puntn, the crossing place of 
the Latrobe River, south of Sale and beyond the junction of the Thomson and 
the Latrobe Rivers. A joui:-nay of ,·.about· thl'ee miles along "Punt Lane" and 
fellowing the bank.of the Thomson River, brought the traveller to Sale. 
At Blind Joe's Hut, ·another tra.ok is shown di.verging to the south to Port 
Albert. 

The first main track in G:lppsland was that between Port Albe;rt 
and Sale and .J~f:)da.le. The main• contact with the outside world was 
throti.gll Port. Al..bert by ship. The quickest mail 1'0Ute to Melbourn• seems 
to have been via Tasma.n:la, so that the new area.of s'*ttlement in G:lppsland 
seemed. to be· more part of Ta.smanJa. than of the Port Phill.:lp District . or 

. liew South Wales. 
Some. sort of overland communication was established with 

·Melbourne by 1848, al though the road was no better than a rough bridle 
track tor long stretches and the absence otbridges made the crossing of 
strea.ms a. hazardous adventure. Still, the Church ot Ensland minister, 
Rev. hanoia Bales, travelled along it in 1848, ~d a 7ear later, 1849, 
:Bishop Perr.ft and Mrs. Perry, with an·escort.of aboriginal troopers·did. 
likewise. 
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The decade from 1860 to J870 wa.s a ·~:tme of great progress for 
Rosedale, whioh baoame, after Sale, the most ixrportan":; centre for 25 miles 
a.rolm.d. It was .· ei tua.ted at a vantage point where the Port Albert Road met 
the Sale Road to MelbO'U.:..-ne. The bridge of 1862 had civen acoeas to the 
area north of the Latrobe River. .A.s the roads were .unproved, the prospects 
of the township grew. Coaoh services to Port Albert and to Sale began to 
operate and then .in 1865, the ooaoh service, Sale to Melbourne, wa.s · 
inaugurated.. 

In 1861., .. ag1 tation begoti for a. police station at Rosedale, and 
on the 5th August, 1862, Mounted Constable Feeley, previously of Tarra.ville 
and Sale, ca.me to Rosedale as its resident officer. 

In Ma;rc!l, <.1,~~2.,. and from then onwards, a Court of Petty Sessions 
sat regulal'l.y at .. Ros.e<J.a.le,< .. and in the same .. year, a branch of the National 
Bank was "paned. -· 

Early in 1863., gold was discovered a.t Str:i.nger' s Creek (Walhalla), 
and Rosodale sa.w miners pouring through .. the to'W?l Qn their WS3' from Port 
Albert to the.gold field.a. 

In March, 1867, a telegraph offi·oe was opened and a telegraph 
officer appMnted. In the same year, the "Gippsland Guardian", whioh 
had started at Port Albert in October, 1855, moved to Rosedale, but 18 
months later, September 1868, it transferred again, this time to Sale. 

The first medical man to take up residence in Rosedale was 
Dr. George ¥1, 1862, and he was followed by Dr. Edward Lambourne 
Simmons, 18"5-1881, · 

st. Ka:rk's Church of Ehgland was built in 1866-67,, the 
Presbyterian Ohuroh in 1872, and the Roman Catholic Church in 1875. 

In 1858,> the grea·~ Rosed.ale builder11 William Allen, built the 
Rosedale . Hotel for Mr. Pa.Ul Oansiok;J and this was the first trick building 
there. 

'l!ie hflz Years of Rosedale 
C.I. ~<~e 1n his ~.~~'tile bookJ.et "Olden Rosedale" tells us of 

the beg.innings of the village with J'~es Widdowson' s shanty. It was a. 
primitive hut with ""ttle and daub walls, earth floor, .bark roof, and small, 
square l oopholss in the walls fitted_ rvi th .shutters serving as windows. The 
one,il~~,~~~w.n~ebeQ.1tead ooosistibg of forlized sticks fixed in.the earth 
floor, .: .,U.~J?~ti..,.,,g.·.Ql:'ossed. sa.plin.gs .. overlaid. with ba;rk, .. coUld a.coommodate 
six .~:n ;who l:'lad their own blankets and used their sarldles as pillows. 

The overland mail service first began in July, 1848, for mail 
to be< ca:rried from· Melbourne to Port Albert (and vic~"·versa), via Oskleigh, 
Dandenong, Mt. Ararat, the Tyers* Cut and Floofiing c·~eek. Roseda;t.e was not 
mentioned. As .. late as Ma.rob, 1856, the "Gipp:::iand Gu~i~'' which pre.ferred 
a sea mail SE}J."'"'Jice, stated that the only in terv~u.ing ·places where mail was 
delivered were Oakleigh and Dandenong. 

However, aooording to tu Ve, the mails were passing through 
Rosedale. by 1855. It was a weekly mail-service with the posiman ''Jerry" 
from Port.Albert, staying the first night a.t Sale, the seoond night at Jimro1" 
Widdowsotf's, Rosedale, and the thir~ night at Moe, where he m•t the ma!.lJl)a.il 
"Kat" .frOJll Melbourne a.ncl interobanged. mails, returning the wad he .had come 
during the next three days. Unfortunately, Mr. Du Ve did not give the 
surn~es rt the . two postmen. ~pparent1y, the posiman. changed. )>.is horse at 
Rosedllle (as he probably did a.t .the otb.er dep()ts), for change horses were 
kept th Jimmy Widdows.on ta pad.d~. 

Gee!'ge Rintoull ata.ried. his blaoksmi th shop in Rosede.le 1n 1856~ 
. . . . ~Y 1859, the pla.oe was a.till small. Inspector Hopkins reported 
against starting a. common school there beoa.use the child popti.lation was 
insufficient• He counted 23 children in the araa.~ o:nly 13 of school age 1 
so thatt assuming that there was an equal number of adults, the total 
population of Rosedale ·and the surrounding aret;, would be less than 50. 
Hopkins, however, expected the township to gl'ow, when -i;he projected bridge 
·over the Latrobe was built. The nea:rest bridge across the Latrobe up till 
1862, when the Rosedale Bridge was completed, was a.t .·l.tongford,. a few miles 
from Sele• 
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There were also three hotels~ the Rosedale Hotel, established 
1858, and conducted by Paul Cansick; the Royal Hotel, conducted by::Mra. 
Clark, late of Sale; and the Bridge Inn, oonducted by Thomas .. Dllon. Also 
advertised was Peter Sinnbeck's Horse Bazaar, adjoining_.!he J;l.oyal Hotel. 

The principals in an inquest held ona. drowning fatality at 
:Rosedale in September, 1867, when mailman Frederick Stratton lost his life, 
were the Coroner, Dr • .Arbuckle from Sa.le, witnesses, 'Mounted Constable 
0' Connor, Messrs.,... Loan, Trood, and. Philippe, James Jenkins, groom, 
Thorburn and a 18.d. named Ware, or Weir; and finally the jury, which 
consisted of Henry ·Luke (foreman}, John C. Linney, Thoma.a Dixon, .George 
Ross, Joseph Ball, Thomas Toone, Thomas Trood., George Davis, Matt}.tew Foro, 
John Varney, John Williams and John Gorman. · 

In the same issue, there is mention of a. lecture by Rev. G.D. 
llllaoartney, and letters were printed from C.I. Du:Ve and Frank·Liarde.t. 

w. Moore ••••• Oa.binet.MaJcer, Funerals 
Thoe. Toone •••••••••• Blaeksmith 
H~ Powell •••••••••••• Butcher 

__ R~ ··Luke- -&- Co General Store 
J. Williams •••••••••• General Store 
Poa Nine •••••••••••• ,Bakery 

. . . w. Weller ••• Pa,inter, Plumber 
Dr. E.L. Simmons ••••• Surgeon. 
Bull & Bons , ••••• · •••• Saddlere. 
J.C. Linney: •• · ••• ·• ~ •• Drapery 
Thomas Dixon ... ········--Butcher 
George Ross •••••• : ••• Bootma.ker 

Rosedale People 
From the various church, civic, and other records, and from 

newspaper- articles and reports; we learn some ·of· the names of the people 
who lived in Rosedale in the early yea.rs. 

The earliest account and the most interesting is that of'°, 
Charles Ignatz Du.· Ve in his booklet, "Olden Rosedale'',· but unfortunately 
he sometimes does not tell us enough. He mentions "Sam the Snob", which 
we take to be Sam, the bootmaker, but does not give tis the surname. From 
other sources , we deduce that it was Sam Jones," the boo tmaker. 

· Similarly, he mentions Joe Treader and the kindly Mr. Timbs, 
without telling us their occupation. One old man, who used to be a 
"governor's coachman" was buried by his two sons, one of whom wa.s called 
Peter. We think the surname, in this instance, was Smith. Before 
Henry Luke opened the first proper store in Rosedale, John Rowley used 

·to keep a stock. of the more common articles for sale. Billy Morris, a 
d~a,ler in cattle, must )la.ye lived in Rosedale before 1858, since, in that year, his house was demolished to make way for Paul Cansiok's new, brick 
hotel. William Watt was a. dealer in horses, and when he married a local 
birl, she rode his pet mount, "Blackie" to the wedding. . 

Charlie Walker conducted a dairy out in the direction of the 
cemetery; Bill Creighton, the bullock driver, was a very benign old 
fellow; Mr. Maloney lived opposite the present school; and Bill Munday 
worked for John Rowley. · · 

John McMahon was the first local butcher, and also started 
the first Sund~ Sohool in Rosedale, in a. bark hut next to his bu,tcher's 
shop. Later, a Mr. Robdnaon who oame from Melbourne, started the first 
saddler's shop in that same old bark hut. · 

John Shiel, before retiring to .Rosedale, was the manager for 
Mr. Mward Crooke of the Holey Plain. Bla.okfellows were numerous enough 
and found employment at the cattle stations. One,·simply called Billy, 
was a. hut-keeper a.t the Holey Plain. John King employed Chinese Shepherds 
on his station. 

Mr. Edward Bayliss used to drive to Rof:!edale in his dogcart, 
drawn by a pair of good. horses, harnessed tandem fashion, to oolleot his 
mail from Jim Widdowson's p'Lace , Other.visitors from the nearby stations 

.were John Turnbull ~f Loy Yang, and his fr~end Dr. Jamieson; Edward Hobson 
from Traralgon, and then Duncan Campbell;. the Bennetts from Hazelwood. and 
the Gorringes· from ·Ma.ryva.le; as well as John King :from 'Snake Ridge, and 
James McFarlane from Hayfield. 

In the 1859 to 1861 issues of the "Gippsland Quardien", there 
is practically nothing a.bout Rosedale, either news o_r ~dv~rtisements,. 
indicating its relative unimportance then. B\lt by ~aJ:luary, 1868, when 
the pa.per was ·bsing printed in Rosedale, we find trade advertisements 
for the following ::... · · · 
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186-6 ..... 1869' 
1869..:..:101.; 
1a13-1a~81- . 
1881.-,1888: 
18es~:H090 ' . 
1890-,1895 T " .. 

-s·t. Mark:1 ~.Church, Rosed.ale,. hav:e be en r-s 
... 

Dr. G.D. Macartney·: .:1908-·1915 Rev~ 'R.E. w·alker" 
-Rev. A •. w •. , C:re ssw·~.ll 1915. Rev. :He'J ~·-Harvey· 
Rev. G.W. K-elly·1fi:; Rev •. ·3 .N. ·McEyoy . 
. Rev. 'C •. Thon.as· ·:,·,i. 1:9.15-1~41 _ ·. B:ev. G.-~H. Dev.iifi·· 
Rev. H.J. Howell 1942-19·44 · ·Rev'~::·c .n·.H ... Pilkington 
~,en. H.A. Langl~y... 1944 : . '. t· Rtj:r-. F:~H. King 
Rev._ a,n.. Newton.".. :1944~1'945· R:evi-;_.·'A·.• G··aci.ble·.'·.· ··· 

~ r~: ~.r ;~ :~ . ; . . Rev.·w.c:• .. Ward .: :<1·.~··· i ... Revi•.;: .. W:•H•·:'Graham "ff· ch: :Rev. A •. Br.a:i31 :. · ·1945!-19-47· :i· ·Re:v.-~w· •. A. ·Tyler 
13.e'l'• W. Cooling 1947-1954 Rev.~: D.E:~W'~ .G,reeh 

1895-1899 Ven. ~,.A -. La~ley . 1954-195€3, r ·,Re:v.~~ \V;.L:., .I.ieat}:lbridge 
· · .. ' Rev. F. ;. t1n'.:oli' · · · · ·, ,, r>: 19 59-t9)53 · :· )J.~Y ~ ·):;w •. :iji:glti.n: 

1099-190{·· _: :'R.e'.V .. ;~A.; "Gamb·10· • .:: · ... , 1963 .. ; ~.:. · ::~'?.Y LP .f .• ,. Te:tY·.lor :: 
1901-1900 :Rev:~ :a• ~:a1tah·o-0.01i ... ,. .. .. < •• 

• j • ., ...... • .. ' ..; ' 4 * .. : : ~ :.;) ~: ~- i..i ~ 

,,. ·: \· . Amongst. the. eair;J.y ·nie~ers ·and 'ad.h,ert3.r1ts, 6f. the. Ghur,cl1 .. rnay 
be mentioned the:· builder-,' W-i~·lz-iam .. ·'All.en,". 18i~i~i9 23; ··wn6 .. worked on the 
~.reotion,of the, Church,, and,~hqse.~;:g,~~fidso.n1: M:r. ·T.A• D.uck, has been, 
ma.J.n.!y, respon:;>ible .for the ;re~Em'l,1·\i-~st~r~tion:. work. on the Church. .. . 

The_ Sunday School· was:'fbu#d~d.iby M.r •. c.I. __ Du Ve a.nd. Mr •.. J. 
Wil·l'iams in 186:3, Mr·.;riu Ve beiiig'the.'Sup~rint~ment _for ~Y years. 

The first ineuubent of S:t~:iMark's·Chur.ch of.En.gland, 
Roseda}~e was a remarkable oan 1 if sorilewti.at controve_rsia.l .... lf.e began 
his career as a teacher in Ireland, but in Australia- turned to the· 
ministry, and took out a Doot'·orate '"o:f Divinity~ ·He was at Rosedale 
for the three years 1866 to 186B inclusive, ~d then g~ve.· up the 
ChurQh for law a.m. politics. He represent.ed s,outh G.ippsland in;· the 
Legisl.ative Assembly, 1869-71 and again: from, 1877 till ·his· de.a.th in 
1878. 

Education. 

. ·. '.a:n.: 1871, two acres of lruid:riext to t~w Oh\ttch, w?r.e gj_y~n by 
Willia.o. ·Ess±ngton '1{.ing for '.too· buiid irlg ... of a par.$onk'~·'. ·:. 'J?:rav:Lou:Siy., 
John· -King had giveriC a corrier- of his prop~'rty at the ·.Rldg;t?..,- l04 ~er.es·-, for 
a Glebe. When the parsonage was erected at Rosedale, t:hfs Glebe t three 
miles: .away, on. the p.o:rth; sid.~::-J):f' :~he· naf.n Sale-Melbourne Road, became the 
horie · .'Qf the Arobci~~c.or¥~. o f>;G-:~pps land;~·: Jlen. Henry ·:Langley·~ 1890~95 ~ and 
Ve:µ.: :rl. Arm;;t'rong' ' w.9:5-;1&99 ., .·.·~ ' ' ' .... 

No doubt, se nvdc e s ·h~ b~-~n 'held. in Rosedai~: before a Church 
was built. ;L;-t is recorded\that · J6hh: King1 like aany anbther squatter of 
tbo_::;e daN"S, Used · .. to read\>·thS': ·serViGe. iii his .. own h o ne •. : }it wil~ .,be, notied 
alsg; '.·that according t 0·1the ·school records, .servio~.$ 'w-~i-~J:::~otj4µc·ted. in 

.. the school roora, 186.;_.;.65·,,_fti.htii this· was :forbidden by th'e'.·'':B.<:lcird o.f 
•-.. ; .. 

·There ~ad beep s~ro.·e·· di!:f'-.ferenc·e of opi'niort as to ;the ~~st site 
for the Church. .It .. was· sugg:ested ctihat'rtwo 'ac re s•of · lafrn at·: thedinter­ 
seo:tio·n. of the. l?ort: Alber·t Road and· tM. Sale·. Road be. cho sen but '·~he'/inal 
<ie?;ision .was for the• present site at the· corner of Hood·~·st~eet ·a:~(i' ilbert 
Street. .. 

fhe ·fir.st ainutes,_ Qt a church ,i:ie eting ,held -Ln Rosedale were 
recorded ·in March,· 1S66. It:,.iwa~ a subscribers•. cieetlng,: ·c~lle(l to raise 
fij.nds_,~:.-·to :select .. a: site, and ':·t.o ef.fe:c:.t~>the actual building •. : .: By. the end 

.of th9 year-, slJ.f fioient money;d!ltiM.~en ':t'a:Lsed· .( Odtober, 1866), . ah()._1 . 

.. building !ilaterial had. been deliv~red't so "presumably t'he· work was finished 
by :tbe end . of l866 or the beginning pf 1'867. 

Names re eor ded in these e;u,ly minut.e$ .. wet,e v(ill.iam.Essington 
King, John Kingj Dr• Sirnraons* M:essr.~. ~~d.Lethbri.dg~-~ Wm •. Allen.,:,:Pltillips, 
Linney:, Grant·; 01Connor1 Buntine Colgate~ G.N,. Gr.egory,· and.)3aco.a_. . . ·~ . . .. - - . - . 

A Church Centen.a.rY . 
·.·- -- • - - 1--._, · •• :··_, _;, -- . ·.·; 

St t · Mark's. Chur~l} sat J.ingland .; R~6s$·d~l·ei .j 866•1 ~6-b .· 
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The Ronian Catholic Chqr£!1 

The Roman Catholic Church was built.in 1875, but.~as always 
been .sez-ved froin. the_ Sal.e Presbytery(! 1!1hose most act:i've; :ii(. (?ampa.1.gp.ing 
for :f'Unds to build ·the Church w~re ·Messrs. P., :Murra:n .and:J• Teeling.: 
Indicative of the. absence of bigotrY 'amongs·b·' QUl .. pionee:r;ing forebe~s is 
the fa.et that at-Rosedale, as well as at Morweil a. li ttie later, 
Protestants as well as Catholios -ga.ve generously to the Church building 
fund. The first service was conducted on Sunday, 20th June, 1875, by 
Father M. Hayes. William Allen, who built the Church of England, also 
built this Church'.) 

The Prasb~ri~n ·Chu.re~~ 

.A. brief history of the Presbyterian Church at Rosedale was 
written, in 1927, by the Rev. Robt. Miss .F.M. Cairns. l:t· 
reads as follows :- 

"The .fl:r:st; Presbyterian service in Rosedale was held in the 
blaeksm:t·th,!s shop o.f Mr e George. Rintoull, by the Rev., w .• s .. Login 
of Sale. The anvil 9 with a clot.h over it, sel"Ved as a :pulpit. 
Later the cong.i:-ega.tion met ~1.n a loft or room over a stable at the 
Rosedale· :HoteL The Rev" Wm. Souter stated that held a 
service there in ·1862, the ascent to the roor:n being by ladder. 
Later a.gain~ servic~s were held in the· first schoo), house for a . 
short timeo · The Rev. W.S .. Login, who waa the first Gippsland 
Presbyterian minister, and who was stationed at Sale from 1854 to 
1886, used to obnduo t a service at Rosedale, every six weeks. 

The Church was built in 1872, and the Manse beside it, 
soon after~va .. rds. The first minister appointed was the Rev. James 
Cameron, whose· charge inch1ded Denis On and Walhalla as well as 
Rosedal.e , · Public service was conducted at Rosedale and Denison 
on the one '.i and at Walhalla the next Sabbath, al terna.tely. 
Towards the Minis"ter11s stipend, Walhalla. contributed .~150, · 
Itosedale £1~0, and Denison,£50 per an11umo: 

The first two lllinisters, Rev. Cameron, and then the Rev. 
Robertson, did not stay long.,· Their successor was the Rev. J. 
G. Wilson, who ser-vod fer 11 years before -'Gransferring to 
Trar.algon,. when . a. new charge was es·ta.blished there, and where 
he.stayed, a respected Mlnister, for 21 

The of Man~ement in ·18·73 consisted the Rev •. · 
James Cameron, J. w .. Beattie \Secretary and. Treasurer), ThO!Q.a.S_ .. ', 
Anderson, ]}Tiool Cam.pbell, John Green, Kenneth McCrea., John 
McMahon (who had started the first Sunday Schoo1), Joh.ll McMillan, 
Geo·;i:-ge Rintoull, James Rintou_ll, and ~ohn Wright.'' 

The two writers of these notes on. the Rose.daie Pre~byterian 
Church both served the Ohur-ch for :a l6ng time,. the Rev •. Robert Mitchell 
as Minister for 25 years, and Miss F.M. Cairns a. Sunday Sohoo.1 Teacher 
for 70 yea."'::D, ·· ·. · 

.Another memo:Ha.l is to :Frank 1iarde~? and he and his family 
are interesting. IIe was horn in 1822~ in Sussex,_ England~. 
and was· brought 'out by his parents 'in 1839. His fath~r had the first 
licence of ·the Pier Hotel at Port Melbourne theii known as Sandridge}. 
'Phe _ HLiardet1 s Beach" for their .;: __ .ot Port Melbourne, was 
once qui.te conmen, The L:ta.rdets put u:p the fil."st pie.r there, and 
constructed the first road fr.om there to Princes :Bridge.. Frank Lia.rd.et 
came. to Rosedale in 1868 oohdudt a , later became Secretary 
tO .. ~he Shire Cotincil o He died in December, 1889. 
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St. Mark's Church ofEngland, Rosedale, .186&-1_9.66 { 9.~nt'dl 

. . . Amongst the memorials in the ChuroP, is one for Miss Jessie 
Ey-el.Yl:l' Rqbinson., wh.o, .it appears, .had been a tea.Qh€?r in. a private: school 
at _Rosedale. 'Miss F.M •. · Cair?ls, mentioned in the notes on the 
Presbyterian Churc.h, . was· a Sunday School teacher both at St. Mark's and 
a.t .. th~. ):?r:f~_sbyterian Churcih .. ... . .- . -~ - -,_ - ·.' . - : 



Pri va.te School'$" in ':Rosedale 
L . <:·,·It is .. ditftcul t to get precise information of ·wlia:t' 15(Sh00lf . 

flourished in:· Rosedale at what periOds and· for· how long. · 1pp8*~ritl~Y, 
most townships. even the small towns,· had private schools ~ .we~l" as. the 
state schools.. In our la.st notes on Rosedale there was mention Of a. 
l(iss ~iohol~on, a. teacher at the Rosed(Ue Common School, who, after sCQe 
dissension '4tll .her :·employers, the Common ScJ.lo.ol Boa.r<lt:: set up a. private 
s~hool, tgld.l'.lg a.bout half of the common school .Pupils ·with her. The · 
"Gippsl~d Guardian" in its issues of September and October, 1867t reported. 
the matter, 'and i't seems the ma.in point of dissension was the salary of the 
teacher~ Th:i.s school was of -short duration, la.sting no more than a few 
dqs, ainoe the teaol:).er. w~ ''bought out•• as one .report expresses it, with 

·thep~t of her. c()aoh.fa.i'te back to Melbourne. 
The next yea:r, the HCJ.ippsland Gua:rdian" reported some dis­ 

satisfaction w1 th the teaching at the Comm.on School9 and one parent stated 
that he had taken his children a.wa;y·preferring the Rosedale private school. 
Unfortunately, no details were given as to the size of this sobooli .th(? 
location or the teacher, but the fa.ct remains that there was -ulother 
school in Rose(l.ale, .other than the Common Soh.ool. 

. ' ' 

We a.re grateful to two correspondents who have. written in to 
us about Rosedale, and who have added, without any prompting from us, 
furth$f information about private schools. 

--·~ lfrs. Wardrop of Berrigan, N.s.w. {formerly Amy Stephenson) 
spent ~: ;0f her childhood at Rosedale, and she: mentions that Hiss J'.K. 
Cairns was he:r· teacher•, This would, be the same la.dy· who served ·the 
Presbyterian· Church as organist and Sundq School tea.ell.er, and St. )4\rk's 
Church of !lngla;n.d, as Sunday School teacher, for so: long. · .· 

Mrs. lardrop's father brought hi1' family to Morwell in the 
1880's an<l set up business as the first saddler here. This. man, Richard 
Stephenson,. wa.s a. relative ot the famous locomotive engineer, George· 
Stephenson who built the first great locomotive, the "Rocket".• There is 
a street in Morwell named after Richard Stephenson. · 

The second .writer is D,r. :H.C. Disher· of Stra.thfieldsaye·, .. who 
also spent . some of his -~oyhood in, lfosed.al.e. · . ·Since his letter is of 
general, i,nterest also,_ perhaps we shOUld quote Dr. Disher directly• 

· . '· "I 0$1 remember· going. to what was· eViden tly a. ld.nder~te.n' .. 
school in a.n old building on the corner, diagonally opposite·· to 
the Mechanics Hall. Thia was for only a e;ho~t period. ;I do 
not remember ~he :teacher'.s. name, but she was. a:nioe, ld.nd. lad7'• 
The 1ear w()Uld be about 1897 ·Ol.'. 1898. 

For many yea.rs,. the mail· wa.S handed ·out a.t the )'ost o:trioe, · 
through an opening in the ·wall,·· which was ·a.bout nine inches thick, 
and .the opening i.~selt: • .a.bout one foot square•,. . There.·· were ··two of 
these,· and from. time tp time·, one or the oth(!;)~_would be·used. 
This was obviotialy fer· protection,. either pfr'f;he mail, : or the · 
postma.s~r, or"both. ' . . 

lf;v' grandfather, W~H. Disher, built ·and: opened a. bi'-anch store 
in RoeEKJ.ale in the. ear:1¥ ¢1.q~.. A Yr· WilliSills was manager, and 

-,latei;, he bought ~e b\isin~•s and ran it tor- many yearl\l. . It was 
-a g&i\.-ral store,. Ao' ~anoh :s>r1 our mai?l st~e in Tarra.ville. In 

1869, DW" grandfather saw that Port Albert was going to decline on 
account of the rail wq line to Sale being a.bout to be built. He 
sold ou:!t, therefore, and bought·-Strathf1eldl3S3"e· Station• He 
kept the Rosedale Store for some time, as it continued ··to prosper, · 
being what he called the advanced depot on the road to the gold 
fields, and the. last pqrt :of call for miners 'goin.g· ·there. 

TV' home at Rosedile, t~_miles.o.ut ~ward.$ Flynn's Cr:eek.waa· 
named '"Locksley", but wa.s Qriginally knOlft'l as ''6.ddle Creek", being 
·situated ·on the bank$ of'. that creek. It was a subdivision of 
Snake Ridge, on 'the ~~ey Cottage portion of :the. run:•" 
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Two of the earliest burials in the Rosedale Cemetery are 
those of father and son, Hugh Buntine, 1804-1867, and Bugh Buntine, 
1836-68. The older man emigrated from Scotland in 1838, with his young fami 
and his first wife (nee Mary Symi~n, who rea.ohed Australia but died 
in Sydney Qua.ran tine Station, 1838). He was the manager of a sub- 
station at Bruthen Creek, but later, possibly due to ill-heal th, retired 
to Flynn's Creek and Rosedale. About 1840 he remarried, this time to 
Agnes Davidson, a woman who became famous throughout Gippsland as an 
outstanding bullock-driver,, It seems she may have been foroed to work 
like this to support her young family. Raymond Pa.ull in his book "Old 
Walhalla'' has this to say a.bout her, when the WalhallFt. Gold Rush began 
in 1863: "In the packers' vanguard went a redou' ·table Gippsland woman, 
M:rs. Buntine of Rosedale, one of Australia's rare women "bullookies''• 

The Bun tine Familz 

I 

7. Ethel Maun, b. 1876, 
m. Henry ~r'"lomas Langley. 

8. Florence Cray, 1878-? 
9. Leopold Denis Eugene, 1880-? 

10. Francis Ignatz, b. 1882. 
11. Wentzell, born 1883, 

m. 1914, Adela Emily Cox. 
12. Merle Lois, 1887-1934, 

m. Oswald Grainger Biggs. 

1 • Joanna Agnes, 1865- 
m. John Hayter Reade 

2. Charles Augustus Ferdinand, 
b. 1867, Flynn's Creek. 

3. Isabel Caroline, b. 1869 at 
"The Wattles", Rosedale, 
m. Cave Fahie Wilson. 

4. Augusta Elizabeth, b. 1871, 
m. Thomas Farmer. 5. Grace Lois, 1873-1875. 

6. Hugh F'ranois, 1875-1944· 

1. Charles Ignatz Du Ve, 1835-1915, 
m. 1863 Agnes Adamson Buntine, 
born Bruthen, 1845, died 1915· 

2. Carl Augustus Ferdinand Du Ve, 
1806-187 3, born 1806 in Poland, 
married 1834 in England, ~oanr Hall cra;y, 1814-1884. 

Amelie, 1802.1887, 
m. George Lamberti.\ 
Jeanetta, 1808-1832, 
Joanna. 
Augusta., 1811-1896, 
m. 1832, Dr. F. Wentzell. 

Caroline. Jelia Joanna, 
of London, 1839-1889. 
Francis John Du Ve, 
of London, 1845-1866. 
Augusta Mary, 1855-? 
m. 1893, Karl Berent. 

t. f. 

The Dli. Ve Fpily, Rosedale 

.. . Charles Ign.a.tz Du Ve was an impor.ta.nt figure in the history 
~.-.of Rosedcile; as an early resident, an .officer of the Shire Council, and 

.. an offi.oer of the Crown L~w .Department·. . He ~is also an importa,nt early 
hist.orian of the township. ·. Th~ Du ·ye .family came ori~nally ,from 
·Poland to England~ and than Charl~e ;I~a.tz Du Ve emigrated to ,J\ustralia 
in 1853 at the age of 18 yea.rs... At first, he wae a pa.storalist, 
managing Gelantipy Station. In 1863, he married Agnes Adamson Buntine, 
a membe+- of anpt}ler i!lte+-esting family, and.~ little, later, perhaps in 
186~), ·settled in Rosedale. where he. lived for ·the rest of his life. We 
are indebted to his youngest son, lVfr. Wentzel Du Ve, of Echuca East, for 
the family tree9 given below : 

Carl Augustus Du Ve, 1770-1811, l-.~rn Prussia., 1770, aide-de-camp to 
General Ka.lkreuth, with the Prussian army, when the French 
besieged Warsaw, 1807. Died a.t Berlin, 1811. 
Marriud 1801, Caroline Concordia Hanke, 1777-1864. 

' ·i. ·. ; • '··~-·---- _ .. 

Two Families of Rosedale 
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, . .. . . Ber suppl~ea9 flhtpped flt.~':" .~lb~! to P(n.t Albert, were hauled 
.to.' tb.~ .Bal~ Hills ·bJ' her bul.l«)ok •atD• -~d b~okEQi down _tb.ere into pa.Ck-horse 

, ·load.a tor on~ deli v.17 • _ . :Maolcq .letcribel l:f•h :Bun tine . as an • aoti ve, 
· entel'prising and strong WOlllepl'. · I·t" wu .-,t Jl'o()flp.bb1e,. on Black Kond.q, 2nd 
Februat7,. 18631:. tht:t' llr;l •. _·}Jt#.+~ne;,•;n~pJ.7 ;l,9.at lier·li::f'e fighting to save her 
possessions :frotb· a 1)uahtire ··w~lOll.: engulfed. ·MctSt ·ofV'the· township. ft -. : 

· One. ot· her ~t$p.-.sons ·:bectke a doctor,· ··another the Principal. of 
a: 'llelb~rie School, and her. ?A•.t.er; Agnes, married Charles I. Du Ve. 

. : -iol• • ··--• •·· ·5 .. : .... ::~--~ ri Pye ~ '.J!tle- i!lo:rwell lli~-t.-ioal _ SoeieiJ, Hews 
... _ ~ --~~.: _, .: ·.~'·.::,:~ :.::;.--:. - .::>. .. '..~~· . -····· - ,, ..• ~ .. , .. ~ ' .. 

Two Faailies_of Ro.edtle 
'!'be Bun't!ne Famtlr1 (Cont '4} 



Graves.of Special.Interest 

Julia. Costella Brown, died Shady Creek, 8/4/1860, aged 35 years. 
Isabella. Brown, died Shady Creek, 3/12/•860, aged 4 years. 

nThis stone erected by Nicol Brown, late of Shady 
Creek and Scrubby Forest, to the memory of his first 
wife and their daughter". 

Nicol Brown, first squatter-holder of Scrubby Forest Station, 
and keeper of the Shady Creek inn, "The Drovers' Rest", served 19 years 
imprisonment, 1868-1887, for the murder of William Laughton, mailman. 
His first wife and their daughter were buried in the Shady Creek Cemetery, 
but were exhumed and reburied at Rosedale, 19/7/1895. 

Mary O'Malley, relict of the late James :Manton Flinn, died at 
Rosedale, 28/6/1876, aged 53 yea.rs. 
Geraldine Brown, wife of William Henry Brown, surgeon, died 
8/8/1885, 14 days after her marriage, aged 19 years. 

Rev. Robert Mitchell, 12/10/1935, aged 87 yea.rs. Presbyterian 
Minister at Rosedale for 25 years. 

Paul Cansiok, 4/ 12/89, 65 years. 

William Allen, 22/12/1923, 94 yea.rs. (He built the Rosedale Hotel 1858) 

1 year. 
3 yea.rs. 
4 yea.rs. 

70 yea.rs. 

2 years. 
32 yea.rs. 

9 years. 

first few 

William Essington King, ••••••••• 12/ 1/72, aged eight da\YS• 
Rosamund Slater, 30/11/72. ·· ...•...• \. .. · · 
W.K. Howard, .••••••••••.••••••••• 26/ 2/73. .. -, 
Mrs. Coleman, ~ ••••••••••• ~ ••••••• · 26/ 2/7 3. 
Adam MoPhee, .•••••••••••••••••••• June, 1873. 
Mrs. Can.sick, ••••••••• •.• Ma;y, 1873, 
Arnold Edward Jones, ••• • •••••••••• Feb. 1874. 
Essington H. King, ••• · Aug. 1874, 
E. H. Rowley, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • Dec •. 181.4.111 
John Little, Mar. 1875. 
Grace Du Ve, ;. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 21/ 4/75, Mrs. J. Hickey,................... 1875, 
Ernest Vincent, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~' 1875 ... · 
Laura Jo Beattie, • • • • • • • • • • • • • .• • • Ma.;r, 1875. 
Alber-t Ed.ward Green, ·····•······· Jur.i.e, 1875. 
Ellen Weir,••••••••••••••••••••••••Oot. 1875. 
William R. Farley, ••••••••••••••• • ·· 1875. 
Langley Os·tler, •• o ••••••••••••••• Aug. 1876. 
Robert Timbs, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Sept. 187 6. 
Thomas Young, • • • • .. .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • April, 1877. 
Philip Essington Rintoull, ••••••• April, 1877. 
Elsie Rintoull, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 187"7• 
Walter Rintou11,.................. 1877. 

The records of t~ose burials .that took place in 
years of the Trust include 
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Rosedale Cemetery 

The. :-eoords o( "the Roseda,+e ·.Cem~.J~rY J1a.tt .. bean 
.. indeed. The Cemetery Trust' was 'sat· up in 1872. There was a praiseworthy 
attempt made sometime l(l,t~r to mark and list the intert!'l~nts . ·~~~ii ~!1 taken 
plaoe before then• Hence, the names at least· of~a·: few· have· b~irr.' recorded 
though details of ages and dates of death. had beet>,<forgotte:n; •.. '. .!n a few 
instances, headstones, or more generallyj ·he·a:dbOatder of rad·--gum" had. been 
erected ~ying more preci.se information. If ·an inscription had. been 
painted ·on. a headboard, it has long since been. obl.i~ra~~d by ii~~' weather, 
but there are three, where the wording has beefl. chisellid in the wood, and 
still remains cle pr ci These three are the graves of : 

Hugh BUn tine of Ayrshire~·: Scotland; 7/6/1867, 63 years. 
Patrick O'Brien, of Cork, Ireland, 17/5/1868. 19 ye.a.rs, 

killed by his horse. 
John Stack, 26/c::/1870, ·aged 84 yea.rs. 



.,; 

. :- ., ; .. ,, 

• ·~ i. 

. . ,.,. - ...... ~ .. ·'· ......... ~ .. ·' . .... ., 

., 
' ,;.. ;. . 

Wife of Q-eorge R9sa; bootmaker, lost in the bush, 16/J/18£4 •. 
~spit~. ~ intensive sea;roh, a.he was ·never· found. 

Pa.trick 01llrien1.fi/5/1668 
~o?nl.~om his ho~e:while hunting ka.ngeroos, 'two mile~·:troni 
Rosedale. Aged 19 '1'ears•: · 

M &ntine1 .13/811868 .. · 
Killed 'when thrown: :from .bis horse, while returnirig to· R~sedal~· S-, A"' 3 . . ,.. 1... '.: r ~ ·~· .: ... '·~· 

from cw.e. .need 2·>years• ~;· ··:vY:! n 

Mrs. Jane Ross 

: · .... .: ... ,.,. :. - ... · .. 

s~-~-41es o~ 386J:sJ868 
J'.t-ederiok ·atratton, • . g1/9{ j867 

.- - --. - ·.-< .:' ·._ - - - f, -- \-'' ' ' 
•·· 11a.11·•·Coa.oh .·llt-iver, drown..i .~.the fl9;C4~d Latrobe.:River. 

·l7as TJia1:r~: t/l/1868 .: · .· . : -, :· 
"At ·the ·ra.ees·'. ll.t Uaf~a.; qn le.- Yea.r•a Da.y, --~~···J>earson•s 
fa.vouri te' jo.ckey, James Ty.rell was '\brown and- fa.tally injured'r~ 

Catherine Jerpon, .11b/3868 
Killed.when a. drq overtumed1 was buried. at Roeedale, Saturdq, 
11/1/1868, aged 63 yea.rs. .. 

Jlas:te;r Weir, 12/1/1868 
A boy, the s&l. of a wid.ow, wa.s·buried at Rosedale, on Sunday, 

. . ; 12/1/1868. The paper gives no cease of d_ea.t_h 'but comments on 
: '··· a. funeral occurring on each of successive dqa~· 
Hr. Timms, 25/2/QJ 

Died a.t Rosea.aie, 2·5/2/r:A, .. a sufferer frarr cancer for se~ years. 
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.. · .~.···~. t. ~1 .. 

Rosedale StOre., . Prince Street•'•.•;'!;.~:··.~- •• ;· .. H. Luke .am ,~Cb• .· . 
·. ~&ifor (at ·Ji~~a} ... Ho·tel) •• , ••••• ~ ••.• : .•.•• ~:··,,.J~S ftni.~ .. (late of S~~h ·· 

· t.,i.W_-•· d~ --who •·thorOughlt• .·der~.tand.~ .ohe~$~~ -· . 
-· · . ·. . . · · ... . · ;·· ... P~q~ •.. Bucikley;· , .. Prospect. : 

· Wanted - ;tir•"~- tor the ,Th01nSon._ River SmeI tinr -~10~~, ·:_'·150. tons .... 
a. !'eek •• ·u······~·~·-·····-~~- .... l)r.· .~;Ohara~~ ·~~ng ~·· 

Q~91net-Maker an~ Jo~er.~: Rosedale ••••• ~ .• ~w.,. M(!ore•i. 
· Saddlers, lfos~dale .~d Stratford .•. ~ •• ~·-~.·~. (-Bull ·Qid_;_So,ii~~ · 

. . . . . . ,,. . ':·:;· .... .;.. 

Central Store (opposite Tele~o.ph ()ftioe) .,. .• • e •••.•••• ~J.; Willie.ms. 
·. '(Jotmneroia.i Botts~ (opp·Q~·i-te Po~t Off:toEh ~ ':1 ~i ~· •.• · •• : •.•••• ~.J. wi111ams • 

. · '. .. . . ' ' . -,: > "! . : ,.'. . . . ' 

·.~~·oher ot Pian:ofor:te'. an(l; .~er, R<;>S~d~.e,.t.-'• •.·.-.•:• n ~~.~W.H·; :))unne 

-' 'l?d.nter·. :Pap~r-Banger,. :Plwnber,. R(>s8daJ.eo.i ••• :.· ••• ·.-~: ~-·~·w·; .Welier • 
. Surgeon, . Prin:oe: ".Street',· R~8$dale •• ·.:·~ • · •• ~ t' e~.!~t~ro L. ·Simmons., 

. ~oo~er, 't7ons .Street~ R~eeda.J.e •• · •• ~=~:·~·~·:~G&o,~~~{RQ~~o .··_ .... 
• • • • •. ·: J .. ' ' . ..,,_> 

l3\itcher, Rosada.lee- ••••• ~ ••.• •.~ ..••• -~H' ,,H.·.J?owell:.;': : .. : 

BUtohe:r:, R.-os.d~e "· ~-, ..... !' .•• •'• •••••••••• '··· •• ~Thomas Dixgri. · . . .. . . . . , ' •, ~ : . ·. 

Rosed4~ Bakery (opposite ~hool .House h., ,,~o~ ~i#fe~ . 
. den~al-.Ho~e;· ·~inoe' St• (~ap~' and .~tf~t1~t):.: :~.:~-~ .. c, .. '.Limley~·: . 

The first newspaper in Gippsland was the •!Port Albert 
Guardian", whioh began in October,: 1855. The paper moved to Rosedale 
for a few months, :fr0tn 2/1/186,8, ·.md finally to Sale, 17/9/1868, when .· 

·1t ·begar.L· at Sale in 1865. · Sa.le, ·therefore, had two newspapers for maf17 
years - the "Guardian" and the ."Times"... A. pa.per kn.om as· the ''Rosed.ale 
Courier" was esta.blishe<i. .a.t Roeeda.J.~, ~bout 1882,- and operated ·tar;~ 
years. 

.. , . . . .We ~- fairly assume from this,, that Ro$·~ale rea.ch~d its 
hf:)l~- ·of ~ortanee about .18~, when it. was the commercial tr$n.sport · 
jub;cti·on, where the eoaohes on the Sale-Melbourne run, the Rosedale-Port 
A].bert run, and ·the Wa.lhall.a-Iiosedale'. run con11eoted •. ' I.t mu_st have.· .. 
~eta.in.ad . this. ad.van ta.ge of position. through6i1t· ··the -'·$even ties, . until .. the: : 
(\()ns~otion .of -the Gippslandr ra.ilwq line,.·. domPleted· in. t879t .'.killed the 
coaob tra.ff'ic., or ~.large ·:part· :of it• · · · · 

Rosedt;t.J.e harc:Uy figures .. a;\j, ;41, .in ,the ·l•G'Ua.rdim1tr..·or 186()_, .. :but. 
by,· 1867...;68, . it was supplY'itlg the b1µk ·.of: ~e- advertisem~vit£f ·and ;te~ •<or 
at least a fair propbrti~n Qf ··the wti,ole. - , .· :: · · ·. : ·· · · · 

· ..... F!aj-e are: t~e ·.traders who. ad.verti·~ad.· :.in the issues f'or. the 
·.·year,· ~·868,_ ·,~p~inted ~ published by A•P•_. siia.~ at -·.the_ Offioe __ of _the 

Gippslm(j_-.CJ1t~ian, .Prince Street, -Rosed.al_~~ Viotori.a"~ ·-· '. · - .·. 
Rosedale :Hotel: (as t •. 1858),. ·• • •• , .. • ••. ~:~:~, -~ ~':Patll.. Oansiole,: Proprietf?l":• . 

. Royal .Hotel, Rosedale(~· ••• :.•.· ••• : ••• ~ .,~ ·• • ~· ~·MI-s·:• · c~_a.rk··.(i~te : of .S~e)~ , 
·: . . . .. • . ' ' ' •• f •• ( : ·~ '. • . : ', .; ' • "' ' • •• • 

. Bridge Inn, Rosedale.~~ •.• _· •• ~.-~-.· .• : •• ~:·~.•.•••.<)·~hofuas ,Ditonr. 
Rosedale aorse :Bazaar .. ( ~joining::.l'iosed~e' 'iiot~i);~:,.,, 

' .: • ·. ~ . . . . ,, . ' \ . . . ' ' : .. ~.. . ... ~. '. . . 
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Strzelec'.d was iorr: in Po Land o: parents who ve re ;:oo.c but 
r. .. f. , , ·+"'· .;,,~ ·f·· , •• '""' 1·,.,t,,.1l1'g .··n· ~ ,,..flar· ·1e·l1 e d ,,..:,•·: .. ·:4 1~n+1-..,ri:~,.-+o: r- , .: ~: . _ ·~- (.: o .J ~ ';' .. • 1 e ~,,as d .• J. .. ~ . 1:L1. • . · e .. .. w , •. ,, , . 1 ,_. 1.. , - - • .. "-· .. 

i.r:i t ho .sc ienc ea of miner~,~logy c; •. nd geoloi-::;Y, and hC: wj..S '.l. popu.La.r 
fig~re in sc~iety. Littl~ is known his.early life, ~~cept th~t 
he lr...lft Do"J and ~-1 , .. !:< ·vo~1n,..· 1·,,,:·iy; . n· e rhans t'o r !1,-.-,,...,.Q.,"\a.L... .,...,c..a.~OtlS · pc:rh·:'l)'.:. 1 . ...._,.. __ ._, - .J.. .. -,,,·t..-,.._"4 ._..,,'1 ~ t..Y -"' -•·~> ,i.c.J.~.-•-•f l...;.... •l...:..A.1.4... _ ... :' ...... ·' .t .. - . ..._v -v "'•' '- ~-.>'I..._ .. 
for oo Lit t ca I reasons , or perhaps for both. ~11.s li.ved t:Jr ~~ ti:r11<:; in 
,-, '°; . . • . t- • ''T t \ • ..,.. ,.., . • 1 •>" r-. 'l - ., .:.1..u:::s1a, and than .ln 1· .. or h h.mcr1ca, :;)ou.tJ'l 1\m2r1ca., un .. 11ew z.e ar.ana , 
be f'o r-e cc1m.i:·!f~ to Austr~':llia. :te spent only t'ou r yr:!al'~ .. in ;~ust:-al L~~ 
lb39 t e l 8l;:5, be f'o re t;oing to :C:ngh.:a..nd ~vh(;:re he s pe n ~ the re st ;:_:: i.. 
h Ls : life~ · 

In the Urri t ed i<ingdor.a. he continued to di s t ingu i sl; hi;aself 
in ·publi(.; service, notably as a rao s t efficif_;nt officer of the Food 
Relief Oi·D~tr:izat Lon du r i ng the "hungry forties 11 in Lr-e Land , \~hen 
two million Irishmen died through the failure of th6 potato crcp 
in .succ e ce i.ve years. For this work and for other se rv f c ea he 
recetved several honours, including n knighthdod. 

In Au.str,~lia he is r-emembe r ed as one of the ea:rly .it scove r-e r s 
or gold, and foe hie explorin~ work,· m:.linlj in Gippsland, but a l.so 
in Tas:n:J.nia and in the Bass St!"J.it islands. We misnronounce hir; name 
as "'$trezlecki1' whereas the t rue pronunciation i'·3 r:iore like 
nstcht.°?lCtski H • 

There h::ls been a tendency,particularly in recent yect.rs to 
discount Strzelecki and to criticise him, but this is unjust to a 
V~ry t::reat ll!H.P .• rfhe tWO points Of Criticism lc~vellud at him ar-e 
th.;:.t b·~ c La imec for him.self, to t he exc Ius i.on 01' A11gus !;ilcViilla.n, tht: 
honour of aiscovcrin~ Gippsldnd, and that he h~d na claim to the 
tit le of "Count " ... Tho truth i:.:.; that neither NcI1illan nor Strzelecki 
di:·:;coverpd Uip9Bl::tnd, but both .ver-e ·first to explore ce.rtair~ large 

-· · . t ., - ., · 1 M . 1· 1 , , . ·~ , . " . • . l .. ar-e ae o; · j,. • i~e~n:1es, i~ .. c .1 an was J..001·an~:: IO.:.' p:~:::.,t.rtJres tor· nu.:L.d.:: ..t 
ani his employ~r squatters,an<l was reticent sbovt his ~iscoveries 
Le at riv~-:=~l scua t t er s jumped his claim:::;., Str~elecl-d ·..;a~j ;;;et::~ing to 
widen our i<no· .. d;.~dge of the i'.u~::tra.li.?:.n conth;:..--:·nt 1 <:.:.~:,:: nat.u:cal.ly 
enough,.m&d~ hi~; (1 is~overies. public a~ soon &.s ~1c 8~1.r:VL. . . ~ 

As 1or i;hc title of "Count",· 1-t ·:~e~~:.i:-~ t'.·::.1.t 1t li~~htea th~~ 
,~;u•.:;tralL'tn ;public a.nd sociP-ty more than it di."i tns Gouri.t himself. 
In ar:,.y case, th8 troubled politics of the tim:.: in Polarri, and its 
st2.tR of subjug3.tion to foreign powers ma.de tr.v::: q1..1estion or right 
to titles som~what ambig·•.J.ous .. 
The EYUC.H t ion 0 { 184(i. 

St:rz~}.c:::-:!d joined an expedition orgr--t.nized by a squatter, 
t.;~_,.._m.es Machrthur- of HThe Vineyard n ,Parramatta, \:i.r.t.(.t Wa;:. quickly 
acknowledged ci3 the leader' \-ihich he was in every \;JU.Y. ne Set::i::ed to 
be abla to bear the privutions of a terrible jou::~ney much·. bettE;r 
t;b3.n hi::: .colleagues, ~n<J he en.couraged,hc:·lped and prot~ctfd t}':ec. .. 
Tfl\~~ other n'.ll'-:mber .. :; o ~· th1.~ party were i'l3.carthu.r himself, Jrunes :Uley, 
who -..1:)..$ on;ty 19 years old, a. fine abc:riginal charact(:r,Gharlie :r~,rn;., 
rtnu Strzcl0cki 1 s person.~ll servant.,,. ,Jn.~i1CS '.dley' s f:ri~nd, Philip 

~int: Ha:.~ invited to join'.;tiw _party with hi~ n;.c..n, but· '.Jas ttilv'Lle to 
/; ~:;0, and tttf'; final number of the sm:lll group remained·at·-:f'i.ve,. 

. Before besim1in~'.5 the journey proper, 'the party climbied the 
~· ·h ' t . . ,, t li .. ,....t l 1• d •t ··•t .~, • ' .,.;12'; "'est moun ;;o .. 1n 1n ;~us..,ra .a, an::i 0.,rze cc=.:1 :nar.1(:; 1 h A~sciusKo 
,.., 't e·r a !""·::""'·our- ·o.-·111· ~:}. pat. riot ·:'i~ 1· .... • ·~~ c o.,.., ~-he 7·t h . ·t:e...bru· ~ ,.,....,.,. .1. ·1· 840 c .... -!. '' \~. ' .. • ..... "' .• .......... ' ' ' ' -_ -_ • J.. ... t u -/!. e,;t.;,) ' '~ t.l ''' ,; •J.• J,,._ ~-,.. ' ' C,.;..;."' .v tf -_ • 

From .'tta.: wa on the i··1urra.y, the party travelled by Wf#.Y, o\f 
Cudgewa Creek, :Senambra, 1.;t.Gibbo, ·the Mitta Hitta Hiver i .• :w;l\Lake 
()meo to the T3.mbo lH ver :.~nd hcMillan ts Enss.y ::.>tat ion1 ~::hieh ~hey 
rs:::..ch~d;27 /3/1840. i·~::.t th..:.:w ;-iacalist'er ~; ire0 ted them >1lonc. i•icl~illan' ~:; 
trJ.ck to the: La.trobe River. :From thD:1 on, it was .:)ntirel.y new .. 1 
t.ert·i~ory ./?r tbe t;Xplorcrs a.nci soon they ent.;:~:·ed the iver~ ~~ifficul t 
terrain o.:.: -che J eeralangs. I'h~ sc.rub. w~.s so thick· that , t 1!.:.i.~.s 
they could progrcsG only by f'E!llin:i: tr13 .. ~s an6 scranftili.r.g alo1J.i~\ the 
trunk over the scrub, oc·ca.sionally makir~~ only two mil.,::;s a day~ 
":1'n.:"y '·'ere fo ···"eel to ... ,.. ~ ndo\<"o t,,,,.. :. ,.... ho , ... ('.:)-· "• ·} i .... ,....,.,.... · .. .- - A· c~ -·,. CO ,._. .!. l,; .· ~ d,1,.1(:;:l, . !.! fJ.e J.. 4. ... f' .. ;. ;:_~ ("...,. na. 1),:,;t;.i•:,,r•ge ' L· ,_; re ,,,dl. \'.;.<.\ 
r·1tions drasti<:ally, and to h.;ad fox· Westernport, iL~:tE:ad of Co~~ner 
Inlet, in the hope of reach.ire an out-station. Thsy l'Bached tht; \>itc 
of what is no""'· Corinella on Western ·tort Bay, l?th.t1llt.y1 1840« C:d!n.':: 
erected at a poi.nt on the Princes Highway,nec1r Traralgon,at :-.:oor:l,41 ., 
~.; irboo Horth and Korumburra indicate :·ow~hly tht::: party's track. 

~·, 1 "• '• , " C't t 1 1 • lr-r· ... -, l 8lP .. -· .::-·au ,.::cununu. ae ~ rze ecK 1, :: - .. r ">. 
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' . ·' . I' • ••• .;. ·~; ·:) • 1· --;:::-:;- . . d .; 1 ··.: vd . . ., ..., 1' V' c ...... + .. -.,,.... l g-:z,a ... a . t)_::.:..v,..~ .:. .1.1.1 e.._? t1l: rive · ... L. ·.J .Y ... nuy , J. 1 ".i.. · ,_ '" "') t Gr 1 ........ ...,. ... t Q.s · "", 
seventeen years o l d .vou t h .. · £ z-ora hL:> let te rs home to his mother 

.. in London, ve .lear·r~ a great (~e·il about }·:i.m and his early ye21r.s in 
Au st r a.Li.a ;' 1\.pp·arently he had Lett e r s ·of r-ec erame nde.t t cn to important 
p~~oplc in t;h(·: co Lcny , such ~::.~j t he ~',.Lv:!arthurs :-:mj the.:.' i:\ingg, and he 
so ens t o h.w e spcmt··mu.ch of hir: time with uember-s of' t'bese fan.!.ilies. 
He ':'las we 11 u.lv i t:ed to ;~rdn expe.r i enc e in the country for Et yea:r or 
two be f'o re becouung a squ a tt er himself. Hit~ first repo1J;t on the 
c ount rv i,:: .ibout t;he dr~Jught conc i t Lons then p.cevailinc; "There ar··~ 
sad cornp La i r.t s fr cm the country for ·.-mnt of .ca i n. Tr.:.~re has been no 
rain o f ccns c.u encc for two years and cattle ar e eying ir.. all 
iiirectiou:·) .. I:f ·:1e 0n not hav e it soon, we sha.l L h2:.:.ve 9. fa-mine; thin:;·. 

~ar.!) terribly -i ear and likely to be hi;her .. n 

Ir. 1c:39,he v i s i.t ed J-1:;;:l"'tourne and was Euit~:tbly impressed. 
"Jelbournt: is a truly· tsto:nishing place !'or it~:. age, ·,·1hcn you comt: 
to think that three years a.go there were oY-dy t11JO huts to be 3ee.n on 
the banks o.f tht; Yarra Yarra., and that there aro no\1 from four to 
five hundred houses,n;.an.y of them three and four stories high .. " 

Three or four months later h·3 was preparir.i.._·; for the ;journey 
through Gippr:lnnd, giving·these details: "We are to p.roceed with 
two pa.ck-horses and thr~e serv"1nt~.:, two of :,1hich are blacks of this 
country ,2~nd the third an .J1f.rica.n. n (In fact four pa.ck horses were 
taken, - and. abandoned :i.n the. rfoeralangn, and there were probably 
only two servants - Charlie Tarra P.r.d a...11other). 

rre also n:entions ths recep·tion the party r:.::cf:>.ived in 
i!el bourne aft 3r their arduous journey: a~·:e r~re at pr--.:sent the lions 
of the town, and nothin:; L"J t-:.~lkr:;d o:f but o~r expedition and 
~~tarvation. !! · 

After two months' r1~~st in Melbourne, tfr-i..mes Riley with Ch&rlL: 
Tarra went back into G ippsland in an at tempt to I;"ecover the horses 
and equip::Jent. They t:r·avelled a 1:-ouf;e approxims..tirtg to that of the 
I'rinces Highway, finding only one of the horses s.live. 

It i::., intr::rest in5 to learn thEt the late :iuss<::ll MOckridge, 
tlE c~·~afi.pion ::..u~.tralian cyclist was a great grandson o~.' James Riley. 
Charlie Tarra. 

In three •;xplcring t:::r:peditions during 1840-41, the aboriginal 
Gharlie Tarra played a·very import::int part. It was he who kept tha 
members of' the Strzelecki expedition alive by findin .. ~~ food for ther:.:, 
·!11:'.A.Broi:.~ribo hr:..s this to say :on the ma.tter: ''Fortur~ri.tely, they had 
with them an <:!bC;riginal from New South Wales, a rare character who 
proGured for them t1:eir animc..l food, by climbing the large gum-tree.:: 
an0 catchi~-; the Australian monkey or sloth .• These animals are 
nocturnal anj 1 ive on th.~: leaves of the trees and sleep in the 
branch es al 1 day 11 • 

The s(-icond journey ·was the return irito GippslE- .... "td from 
Melbourne, · .. :ith James Riley. 

Fin{llly, in February,1841, a group of squa.tter.$ coming from 
·M~~lbourne by sea, explored the coast line of Corner Inlet. They 
discovered. two rivers which they named the _.Al't)ert, aft~r the PrinoH 
Con~ort, and. the Tarra, after ·t~eir aboriginal friend and he),.per, 
Ch~lie Ta1~ra. A group of the squatters travelled 'back to .Melbourne 
overland, .. and again it· was Charlie.:. Tarra. who.ke.pt .. them ·aliv~ with· 
monkey b.ears (ko~:i.las) and pheasants (lyre-birds). 

Jam6s La.carthur • 
• . rJatilr:rn t·h-ca.rthur, horn .1813, a t "The Vineyards !l, Parrama.t ta 

· !liver, wa;..; .: n~e son. of Harm ioa l Hawkins Hacaz-t hu r ( 1738 - 1861), 
n.ephetJ of CE:.;pta.in John Macarthur, the pLonee r of Auztralia1s wool 
in~h·stry., Hi: mo the r , Arma i·iaria Macarthtn:·, (nee Kin·l;) was the ·· 
.r.~ra.nd-.6.aught(~x· of Captain ~=)}1ilip Gi61.i:::y Ki"ig, Governor .o f New 
3outh '.Ia1ez.'( that is, Au s t r-o.Li a ) L>00-·180G. !~e ~,/as,the:r·efore, a 
r.J-:~: .. ·~rrrr>·.,·:."'"' .. ·r· l":•'t"\ fr:.l"''O'l'~ e ar-L »r ·F·:.:.m·i 1·1 ,:,.::- t he ..,..e,...'I"'G· si.:,n. t at i ve S Of ,4\_ ... t\,.; · a."""1;;...,,J.~t,.. \~t.J.- 1;,.:'./'~... ·._C·.,.:...4.Ji l., -.,, ~- .... • ··JC,,'! ...;..".A.a~- ... .,4...._,..,.J, tJ-••-- . .t t". · "" v Y 

whom arrived in ~ustralia with ths first and the second fleets, 
17~18 and 17'~:C) .. J'!H~ 0.ry ye::trs Ln the Lct e 1830' ;·~ prompted SJ.mes 
~-1.::-:::arthu.:r to look to the sou th for better wa,t,::;rsd count rv , and to 
""'1"' ·-::.,,,v·~ ,... .. ,, -r·o· r· t 1·0'.l ., .::; .lo o x pe-.' 1' ; .. 1· on · -t- 1' · l, <.:'trz· e} .f..:>C i 4 "'o.:..., . .l ...:i ::~ nd le· d r:>. \: ...... u:, ...... t., .;..- · '··~·- ..... J.-t".,. • .. ,, . 1:,•., L . V••1- '--' ..... ·~' .·• · ..t. ,._; J.,_,_,•.·'-1 .,...Lo. · • 

'li?.c Strze l.ecki Bx ced I t ion. 

The. i-'1orwe11 dir:t~rical ;;ociety News · Io 
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. · •. .. Three Hintoull .brotht.~rs:. . . out ::to: .Aµ~.~.ralia :'-~t.om .. ;_:Yet·holm:~ 
Hox.biirgh, Scotland·," .. ·~n,d settlecr .. lP .Gip,ps+:~q~:.,· ~~n, .t;t;ie .. y.iclin.:i.ty o·f 
Ro sedaf.e, · Jame~ ltin_t·op'.11 occupfed, ~PY }.ang· St.at ion a:~·t t:ne ·manager_, 
for Turnbull Bros,18J4,r H~inry ·Hin.t~.¢Ull w.a.·~ a .c(arpente;tJ:::··51nd~.bu:ilder. 
·~t Rosedale, 1857, and ·G·eorge RintC:ml.l was the~· _bl.::wksmit}J. the~:r·e: in.·, 
1856. He had prac s t . . Kel.$0-,lje,:r\.iickshi;re, an~t ,no . .. . 
doubt that is how J~ih_toull t ·· hL:: second. name, "Ke Le -, 

The 

The· 

Tug 

. God 

Of 
. t mvent ions 
tl~e , · 

iticms 
baaz-, -~. . .J.J.n,g, 

the bun,· 
is t he fathex~ 

e:; li tt I.e . son .. 
offspring; 

· a lad,• 
cheery Voice, 

dad. 
bells 

be .rung ; 
1!,red,. 
a son .. 

to J·eri6ho; 
go t.o pot; go to war, 

them be'. shot •.... 
gaJ.netl ' conquest. ' 
is won, 

daddy· 
. SlH1. 

You 

'i1he Norwell H istor-ical :3ocj.e!_;r ,J~ev/S. ·"·",.." ~ ~ 10/7/66 •. 
. ···.Th~ ··R.intou.ll FamiI.l..,,.Ef Hosedale and· Morwell. 

The Lat~ Mr. Jack Kels,p_ Rf!1toul1J-l.~593 ;- ·1~966. -r » • • 

'11e ree;ret to announce the· death of dr .. .Iack helso R1ntoull 
on Friday, 17~h-tiune, 1966 at 1Tis home, 23 Hazelwood Road , f<orwell, 
and we express. our sympathy to Rintoull and her two daughter s .. 

Mr,. Rint.oull 1 s grandfather~ :;}eo·rge l1intoull e st ab l I shed ·tb.'.; 
first· bla.c;ksmith1 s shop Ro.s eda.Le, .1856; hL3 father Mr. John 
nintoull was the firs.t trade sman in M.orweli, when he opened a 
ul.acksiad th t s shop in Morv.rell, per-haps as early as 1877; · and Jack 
Hin.toull himself was she th gener-atLon _·1.uGtr·::,liafi tL~c~rnmith 
in the Rintoull f:;..,.mil~' .. 

In 1879,: John Rint mar-r Led Mis·:; Zenna NcCrorey, the 
school-teacher at ·M;;u:·yvale Ridr3e School · teacher in our 
first sta. te schoo I , The t. seven ch of the marri.:l.g~ were 
all girls, a.nd consequent when a. son arrived (Jack Kelso Rintoull) 
25th. F.pril, 1893, the t J..~ea.11y celel?rated tho event .. l?lags 
were strung across the t; Mr.J:-.re.d Rollason .vas engagedoto 
beat tlie big drum, and o r of the ·local paper, Mr.Turnley,, 
composed and printed the verses: 

Bang the and blow the horn; 
Away w every care; 

.Fill your and drink the heal th 
Of R son and heir. 

The town can go insolvent; 
The n~ay a run, 

And cattle maZ>t go down in price, 
t Rintou}l=s got a son • 
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····tire· "ktii:tb'uil" Ffami'i1 ··~·:(·ilose:d~l~ and Morwell (cont· l 
J.ohn Rintoulri_:,;.:i85·1~'.1.'i:56:1 .. Blaok'smitlh 

,_ Joh11Bifatoull '\~as:.·oni'ytiv·e·ve:.ax·~· old when hi::, fe,ther, 
George ~ant-01~tll, ( L::15~1.e.9·6); trn.vint.';. em'igr't:l.tcd from Y ~')th~)1~11, 
J~oxb~rgh, Sco t Land , set up the first bl:,bl{sr:lith's shop at Rosedale 
in 1B56. .Jchn Hintoull ~:.lso became bl.ac ksmd t h and, as a young man , 
travelled the old coach road between Rosedale a!1d Brandy Creek, 
sbo e m.; horses: .I'o r Cobb and Go .• at the var Lcus aein~ ploces. Then, 
he opened a bl~wksmith's-shop at Mordell1 about the t i.me the r!;.ilw~ty 
station. was. built there, 1B7?.• \Je think he was th? first tradesman·· 
to establish a bu:·dnef)s in Norvell, and of the early tr-.-i.Jers, he 
ste.ye_d here t he .Long es t - for t h e rest of his life. His son, the 
lb. te Mr. Jack Ke Lso Rintou.11 cu.r-r Le d on the busine:M3 aft Gr hL11;, 

. , .Th e ftr-~t smit.hy Yia.$ '.set a little distance back from the 
rcad , but when ~-t was burnt down, a Lar-g e r oms ·.ms erected on the 
st1~ee.t front.;~ge, a1ri remained there till 1940; when it was replaced 
by three· 9.t'her .bua Inaas premises, now -o ccu p i.ed by C. Davey ,Chemist, 
Wardrop the Tailor, and Malvern Star Stores • 

. John Hintoull. was a fine townsman, a colourful pe r sonal.Lt y, 
and. mi{;hty bl.acksmt t h, There Ls a: report in a nevapaper of · 
September, 1874, when he ._.,as 23 years old, of his successful o.ttdc1: 
on :the ho!"'se-shoe-m8,king · record, •.. He made 36-i'.:· horse-shoes in an 
hour , As a result of the wide publicity given to this expl.o Lt jsorae 
Rintoulls in America clair:ied kinship, and contact between the two 
branches of the family was maintained for some time. · 

One of the hiehlights of the year in Morwell used to be the 
annual stallion pa.rade in Com.mere ial Road, o ~·ganized and c onduct ed 

,, ~hi John· Rintoull. l?irst prize vent to the best cared-for, the· best 
groomed stallion. This annual' parade was conducted. for 30 years .• 
Another activity in which':r·1r. Rintoull . t ook a keen intorest and a 
leadii'lfS· part was the Annua l Show hcLd at the Morwell Showg rounda , 
Which:wer& situated sou.th of Wallace Street, at the westerly end - 
beyond the ptesent ·tennis cou~ts in Ha~elwood Road. 

· · In April 11879, John k i.nt ou I), mar r-Led the village school- 
teacher, Miss Zenna ifoCrorey (1860-1901). Hr~~. H.intoull was a devout 
member' of the Presbyterian Chu rchj and a vei.·y popular citizen of 
Morwell~ ::he died in January, 1901, about· three ve eks before her 
4lst. birthday. · ..-.---------------- 
The Vil.lege Blacksmith. 

The world of eighty years ago was a very.different one from 
the world of tdrlay. It was the horse .Mt:: v:ith no cars or tractors to 
suit the travel and power ne.eds_of t he farmer or citizen. When 
mo.to r--car-s disp:laced horse:s~· the blacksmith's shop d Lsappea.red,. as 
well as the sadQ.ler•s; tht{ cha.ff and gra.i_n.m.erchant• s,?J.nd the .livery 
stable, to make way for tl1e' garage,. the petrol at at Ions , and taxi 
;5~rvices·. Perhaps- the decade, 192.0 to 1930, was· the central pa.rt of· 
this transition period, whfch began ,,dth the a,rrlval: of the motor­ 
buggy about 1910, and ended. with the pomplcte tr iumph. o f. the 
motor .ce.r ... With the passing of the saddler's shop .srid the bl:;i .. cksnf t n 
shop, some t hdng of the warm sociat)ili,t~1 ·of cqimt:r;y: li{(f has gone. 

;Children>wer~ .. :ine,yi tably a.tt:rac.t·~d,: ·.to tl~e 1do.9:r qr the smithy 
to see. t'he .·furnace, fanned t'o white heat by the .b~~l6·.1s·, to wa tch 
the shower of sparks· struck from the ho·~. met,_ai,· "t·() .gaz e w:ith awe 
at the big smith and his men, pro tee ted by their. -le:~_th'er aprons, 
their f:ac~s blac.kened with t.be- grime o.f .. the.fr· c'hareoar fires, or to 
hear the r~ng .of hanmfer, on -anv.I L; and the ,hiss of ·:·steam 'as hot iron 
was plupged ,trito ·bu tt.s of water for· t:em'pering -:the: ·metal•' Perhaps a . 
ho rae _was being. s_hod,,:and·~ .. the smith would hold · t,he·.,.great, bent leg of 
the. hor se between his knees .as .he hammered' the iron· 'shoe onto the 
upturned hoof.· · · · . · 

The smithy was the workshop of the dis.trict. Horses were 
shod; carts, . ·.-1a.ggons, harrows and ploughs. maQ.th Special . paling 
splitters made by Rintoull and Son cos:~ 2/5/- each and .. were well 
worth the money, Rintot;lll '.~ pa.t·ent churn was so sound in design that 
the sa..me principle was adopted for the Yarra.gon Butter-factory. 

The smith was somet itnes: .called a. farri'er, which is a word 
derj.ved from Trench (le fer = iron), meani:r10 a. •iJork~r · ~!1. ~:ron~ 



' ·: 

. ·.Phillip Pa.rk~r Ki.ng, .named Phillip after Gove r-no r Arthur· 
i'hillip, .h~ .. s the d t at rnc tton of being the· first Australian to reac'h 
the rank of Admiral in: the· Royal ~avy. He did.valuable service in 
Au~st·ra.l.ian waters, when he c·ircuinnavigated Australia .t nre e times L· 

to.finish the char-ting of the coast...1.line begt.:m by M~tthew Flinders • 
. · One oi rcumst ance here is of: parti'cular interest· .. ·rn 1818, 

he·named one of h:is.discoveries on the North coast (Northern . 
Territory),· Port Essington, "af't ez .. : my ·lamented friend, 1i1~e-Adlniral 
Sir Willi~ Essington°. Since then,· the name Es s Ington has been 
given· to several members .·of the Kh1g family., He ,himself, called 
his third· son Willtam.Essington King, and the· latter,i:n t urn, 
gave the' 'Same name to onE: of his sons. Thi::>. son lived only eight. 
days and is buried in Rosedale Cemetery. Th() name ae ems to have 
spread to other f~:,.milies, f'o c we find also in Rosedc.Le .C·emet.ery, 
the grave of an Essington Watts. _· ·· . . .. · .. 

John Lewis, the fat.her of the f'amou s indu_strial~s.t,E;ssington 
Lewis,was the, first, whit'e;clvil settler at. Port Essing·ton. · 

l?h1.11ip Pazk er- .King. married Harriet ·Lethbridge of Launce s t on , 
Cornwall ·.i.n 1817 ,· and there wa.s a· fnll'.lily of: eight childre.n, the.. . .: 
first .. seven of whom wez-e :boys., ,The childre.n· were Phil,ip.(1817-1904}, 
John ( 1820-1895), William. E:ssington .. (182_1;;.:l~lG},, Ro~erf (1823-1898) 1 Charles (1824-· ?) , F'r.eder1ok (1825- ?) , Art.Gur Sept1~us :( th;e seventn , 
1827-189-9) .and Elizabr3th (1829-·1972). 'rhe four · .. who spent some . time· .: 
in Gippsland, in the Rosedale .ar:ea, w'er~ John_,· \'lilliam Essl.~g.ton,.. . 
Ch§l.rlea, a~d Arthur Septi.mus.; · · · · , , · 

·rn his letters home, :James Ri.ley mentions spendJlig. some time 
i.n New. South W~le$ with the eldest ·sort, Philip King_, and calling 
upon some of the -. c t her-s at their cattle stations~ ~-~----- J oh~_filQ;~1J820_:-1,~92 ... . . . . 

After beg1nni~g ~is .eanee n as a pasto:r.a~list t.n New ·south 
. i.:iales, John iing took up. I-ulh~Ili Stat,~onr in· Gippsland in 1842~ La'te r , 
he· acquired oth:er stations either f~r }'.litas.elf or .fo:r ·a compa_riy ~ · 
but more impor,antly . tor -', us, . helcl S(Jake . Ridge, ·S ta·t acn .:fo.r -many· ye8.r s. 
He marrie·d. MaI".Y .mn Peck there i:n.-1853. He was promf.nent- -ih Church · · 
of England act'ivit ies at Ro sedat e , .and _w~s also Pres.ident of' the 
'Rosedale Shi·r.e ,1877-1879.. . · . · . 
Will:!.SJ¥ ]JssirjfIU_g~n Ki.MJ' '1821-lV.:Q..t.. anq. 
i~!_thµr Sept imus Kin~,· l.8.~7-1892· . . , .... 

1'hese,1 two ~ofne,+)s_, w~,re· part~iers, in· a. .st cck and; station 
agency in M~lbourne· f:ro'* ),.'859. pnward~. ;Bo:th · w.ent to Gil)PSland ··for 
a time, \;,'orl{ing · wi tt1· their brother,Jotm King. William Essington King· 
was a men1b~ir of the fir'st Rosedale Road Board, 1869, and was the 
second bident of Rosedale Shire, 1871-1872e 

JJl~ )<in~ Fa.mil:[. of .. ·Austr·alia.and.G-ipp~~land._·_ 
(Acknowledgement.;; •• 0A Saga: of Two' Hundred Yeax:'s'i' 'by Mrs.Dorothy'; 
:1.ogers~ published in the "Victorian Historical Hagazine·1, 

Vo 1. XXX 111, No " 4 , 13 2nd Issue Ma.:( 1 19 6 3 •· ) . 

Governor. I>!1ilip· Gidley .. Kigg 1·1758-,l§308t. 
Philip Gidley King was bo rn Launce at on .Co rnve Ll , 13/4/175F.>. 

Governor· Arthur Phtllip t hought hiGhly of him as a naval o f'f'Lce r 
and brought him to Austral in. in 1786 in tl~E. :First I:'leet t almost 

-i:mruediately send.ir~ him off to establi:':;h a subsidiary settlement 
at Norfolk Island, v:1hich he admf m s t e.re d very capahl.y .. Lt1ter,he · · 
was. to· succeed Hunter as Governor of South Wal\~S (.-tustralis.), 
1800-i806f) He.had married in England his coµsin,.Anna tTosepha 
Coombe, daught er' o f Ce.pt~in Coombe, and their eldest·. son, Phillip 
Parker Kirig w_as bo rn at Norfolk Island 1n 1791. Their second child1 
and eLdeat daugnter-, Annu Marl.a. King, bo rn in 17931: married ·· 
Hannibal Havk rns Macarthur fn 1812. 

· · After six years as Gov~rnor of Ne'1' South Wales, Governor ... 
King resigned inl'BQ6, for health.reasons, and retu.rned to England, 
where he died in 1808. . . . ·· . . . . , · - 

Mrs,, King', with. her. fa.mil~", eventually returned to Australia, 
wh~re she r~deiv~d a_grarit· of land. 
~1.1 ill i.JL!~r:!fer ]Sj:t)t; i _1_79_1-1856 • 
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The Porter. FaJ:?i.!il.:.., .. 
The firErt ·Of the Morwell line ·of Porters, Robert; Porter, 

1839-1926, came to Morwe in 1874 and seleot~d land on the eastern 
side of the Ridge .to Yinnar~ wife's pe6ple, the Tol~ie, family, select adjao land.on side of the Ridge, 
their property includit1g all that part of Morwell, south of McL.aan 
Street. It would have been more fitting perhaps to call.Wallace. 
Street, Tolmie Street, because it is within ·the boundaries of the 

original Tolmie. se l ec t Lcn, 'thin the ten yea.rs, the State 
Electricity Commission taken over whole area occupied by 
tn,e- two farms - the Porter: se'Leo t fon ; and the Tolmie . t Lon, 
The·. P.orter family had to shift fur the r · out to their present' _place 
in Boldings · · . 

Rob~rt in Donegal, North Ireland,· in 1839, 
and em.igrated to Victoria as a.youn_g man of in 1856~ At 
J"ir$t he was ef:llployed in farming and in contz-ac t · Ifyneton •. 
T.tle~ he d'i.d furtl"'er work by cont rao t with the Victo:r:tan · HailwD,,ys,·· 
oart . .ing stone ballast for .t he E~andhurst (Bendigo) 1:'a:U -. wa.y llne, 
then under construction. Aft that, he~ha.d ten ycars·of farming 
Ln t.he. Malmesbury district before he· came Morwell in 1874.-. . 
He had. married at Malmes'bury ·1n 1863, Hargaret McPherson Tolmie, 
(1844-1886) and they had a: family of seven sons an'd four d'alJ.ghter~ - 
William~ Margaret~ He .. ri"'Y, Robert, Alexander, Agnes t · James, Zilda, 
Ern$st, Arthur and Pann I e, · . . 

The names of Robert Tolmie. and. · - bo·t;h appear- ~in 
early document s relat:i.ng to the history of Morwell, and their 
properties ar-e shown on ·the. early maps •.... '· ... · . · .. · · 

· !n November91877, Robert Tolmie's name he~ded the.list .in 
a petftion ·for a school to be established in Morwell. · 
He indicated that he had 'two chfLdr-en of cchook age-. 

In January, 1877, Robert Porter, knowing ·that a school was 
likely to be opened :at. Maryvale Ridge, wrote a reference for Miss . 
Zilda Graham, a teaehar at a private sehoo l which· hi.s· children. 
were at.tending, but. the appoi.ntment eventually went' to Miss Zenna 
Mccrorey. It is inte·resting to note that ·one of. ·the Port el.; child·r~n 
was gi'Ven. the name "Zildan.1 probably .a tribiat·a· to. the respect· ·.;i_n · 
which this early· ·teacher,. perhaps Morwe11r·.s, firE?t te9~cher~ v1a·s ·)i.el~d·.· 
by. the f elJiily. . . · .. ~ · . u.. ,. · 

· . · . · In the first pages. of the· Comniercial Road Stat·e· School ..... -- .', 
Rer~i.ster, 1879, t},le. names of tbe old:er'. Por~ter :'children·: are list·e<t.;:' 
as pupils - George (kp.own as Harry) 12; Margaret 10~;· Robert, 9!n'· 
Alex.ander 6; and .Agnijs. 5. ··.l'he .. oldest· boy). William-t· had ·apparently "· 
fin~a!f:e:d hds ;;;ch~olj.pg~ Jam•s and.Zilda ~wer·e.t'Ob young; ~nd;:?rnest, 
:\rthµr ··and Pa~11y were yet unbo rn,'. Ro dou·bt, the ·older ones' -had · .. · 
attended Miss Grah~tn 1 s private scnco L,« and .. :then· th'9. rtaryvale Ridge. 
Schop~ from 1877 ti11 it closed in. 1879~ Inde'ed, all five: of the 
children shown as ,pupils of' the Commercial Road· .. School in 1879, 
are recor?-ed as hsiving transferred from the .·Maryva)~e ·Ridge ·School. . 

Of the ~i.i:;lls in .this. family, Margaret became Mrs·~-.J~D.Morris; ·· 
Agnes, Mrs. C·. ·N.~lson; Zilda, Mrs. Robert Tulloch; Fannie, Mrs. w. Harrison. · · 

· .. . Mr. Art}\ur Porter married Miss Jean Copeland of Tt:ara.lgon. 
Th.e:t.r family conaLat od of Isabel, :Robert, -Alexander, Jessie· .and 
Heather.. The t;inly son of this family, :Robert' Port . the· third 
generation of'/ Porters to carry·. on· :farmin3 in Mo·~51 -, ell· .. district. 
This third· Rpbert Porter married. Elizabeth. Gilmour \'l'.f· .Tra:t"a.lgon, 
and their fa!nily. c:onsfsts of Lorraine i. Eliza.be.th, Ar1tihurr Philip~ 
.. "to salind and Myra. · ------·=~;~~~ ................. ~\Mr# 

. - . 
Death" of Mr.· Arthux·,··" J::o:rter~· 

We regret to announce the death of· ·1.-1r. Arthur Porter of 
Bo Ld Lng s Road, Hazel~ood, lOtP.. July, 1966, aged·84 yearso 
.;r~Porter -was born in Morwellj; in 1881, the youngest son of the 
late Robert and M~rgaret Porter, who selec·ted Land here in 1.874, 
amongst. the first group· of £.armers to· do so. 

· Mr. Porter was a member of our His-tort.cal iety. We knew· 
him· as a kj.ndly gent Leman , a good citizen, and one with a p~ide in 
the h,istory and development of MorwelL. 

. . . 
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.. Earl.v .S.cJl_ools bi Earl;.y:..,_Gi_,nnslancL 
:Lhe beginnings of State education Gipp~Iand· occurred 

at Sale and Port A,lbert in the y-ear 1854 i twenty-f:tve years before 
t he first· stat.e .achoo.I was es'9ablished ,at lfor\.,.vel1, 3/4/1879. 

In the fifti·es and sixt and for most of the seventies, 
Morwell township did not exist, district . :,;;, remote 
satellite area of Sale, forty miles a;-wayijt and 
Sal~, the firHt Gi.ppsland townships, development g~~adually 
westward. to Lo seda.Le , Traralgon~ Morwell and 1865 · 
onwards, Rosedale began to replace .Sale. c for· 
i1orwell pr-op Le .. Then :tt wa.s Tra.ralgon 1 s 
eighties. From 1880, Morwell was a part 
until, in 1892 ~ became a separate 

Hence the nearest gover-nment for the people of 
Jorwell was r-st , the Nat tonal Scho o L s opened. in 185~·; 
then the Common Scho o L Rosedale, opened · 1866, followed by 
the Traralgon, Common School, 1869, which became t he Tra.ralgon 
State School, No. 1328, in 1873. 

Thi8 does not mean that. the people :in t:;he Morwell area 
patronised schools as far as. those at Sc.le and R.osedale. 
()nly the squatters· could afford the cost of boardirJ,g out 
children, a~d :i.t is quite.obvious that t.hey; although they . 
gen~rously subscribed money for these schools and willingly 
on the Lo ce.L boards or committees of control d Ld not ::·egard such · 
gover11men.t institutions as schools for their Tho~! ·t~ught 
their own d1ildren., or employed pr rvat e ,tu t oz-s , or the tr. . 
children s o the recognized boarding schoo l.s o:f , Sydney 
or Van Daemen ' s Land , (It was not until Nov£::I!lber~ ii hat the 
name ·"Tasmania}: c:f'ficj_ally replaced the name o f "Yan ~ L Land".) 

· · : Rev. J?rancis Hales In the diary \·1hich· kept dur-Lng three 
months trav~lling in Gippsla.nd in 1848·, recorded that . I.,ucas 
family at Bruthen Creek, and ~he Bunt t ne family near Port· Albert 
employed private schoolmasters to e duo at;e tho ; that 
·the ·Bennett bhj~lclren at Haze Iwo od on .the W(:Jre being 

, taught· temporarily by Mrs$Bennett "s Brodribb · 
Senior; but that the Davis family n.t ':lo three 
children to school in Van :Hmnen' s Land , - 

In. the minds of the· squat t ez-s , · were in· 
the nature of .charitv schools. and it was benca digntty tp. 
accept such charity.·· However, ~.they did recognize an obligation~ 
to see that the children of thei::c emp Loyee s ot.he r families - 
in their commund ty shoul d rec e tve t he 'benefits of an educab i.on 
subsi.dized. by the S1;ate and supported 'by t hem, This ass e ssment of 
their attitude is no clisparagen).ent or t.he aqua t t er-s , , they . 
were simply carryi.ne on the traditional,· pat t e rn to which they had · r 

been accustomed as the squires in England and the lairds in Scotland. 
To us, it .seems rather patronising and undemoc rat t c , tn ·them,· in 
those 'days , it was simply a natural· acceptance of the· c and·· · 
pat.r:.lotic du t Le s Lmpo sed upon them by ·virtue of· thi£d.r positiqr1 as. 
the most important men, and also the wealthiest, me n , in the district. 
Perhaps the very name of the fj.rst school com.mit't 11 tl+e "Board of 
Patrons" t unconsciously r-ef'Lect ed the general cotnmu.ni t:;y: accept.ance 
of this attitude. . · · . · 

we· can 'be cei·t~in that no children from the Mor\;,rell River 
area attended ~ither the s~1., School or the. Rosedal.e School, thou3h 
it is possible that cne · or two enrolled .· e1.t Traraleon . :.:Cri any . 
case, there were few children Ln. the · ar-ea d.U'ri:n.g the s(] .. ua .. t ting .· · . : 
perlod (before 1872), and those few, pe rhaps , could sit; r:d; the desks 
at the squat t er-t s homestead, and· r-ece rve his g rac i ous pe'.:e~:.tssion · 
to learn from the tutors.of his, children.· Sal~. Ro~edale 
Traralgon were different from MorwelL They wei·e tov!nships \11ith · 
tradesmen and workmen; there were more· fattdlien more 
children requirin8 an educat xon, There may .ev en have pri'Vate 
schools there. - ·: · · 

FLfty years later, some.thin.~: r., of.:t};;te same si 
(without the squatter comp.lication) when · .:\:? 
provided by th~ Sta.te, beginning .w-i.th th~'.'1'-i:elbourne 
School .tn 1905. Sale Agr~cul·tural Righ S.ehoc~l 

. Warragu1 Agricul tur.al · H :i.g\1 School {: 1911 L · ···~ ,..,,,,...,. 
Elementary School (1915), and Yallcu:rca H~gh 

P ~e. ·~~-o.42 .z, 
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-. The childr•n. ot"' Morwell,, if. thay want State secondary 

educatLon , had .t o boaz-d in t'hese centres. or t rave l daily to. them, 
until·Ho~ell High School opened in 1956. Indeed, travelling 
continued. fov anothe r year, but this .time by school bus, because, 
fo-; that fir.st ye~.r, 19.56, Mor\vell High School was conducted in 
Traralgon, in the .rooms of the old Traralgon H E+ementa.ry Scho61 in 3rey Str~~t. · 

The records of the early schoo l s i.n G provide .i n 
themselves a short history ·of Gippsland ... In f;vrn·;r tn.stance,, in 
the first petitiont1 for a school, we find thf:; signat:,ures of the 
first pioneers there, of the people historically :important to 
each: ;LO:c.ality. . . · 

, lt is useful at this point in our fYry to look b4:."iefly 
at th.f2 history of Gippzland, which began as a separate nccke t of 
settlement' enclosed and bounded by . , the sea; by 
swamps and mor1sses., and by almost . remote from 
Melbourne and· often inaccessible , its 
first years of ex i s t ence, ·The firit squatte~s to.penetrate into the. 
G Lpps Land came , perhaps as early as 183.5, from the Tableland 
in New South We:i.les. They came through ·the Alpine highlands.' c.,::d 
alon« the ?ambo River .. · 

Angu s f'1cr1ill8.-n in 1839, 1840 and 1841, carried out a series 
of expt.o rat t ons which took him to the heart of Gippslandi' to the . 
present sites .of Sale and Stratford• and to Port Albert on the co~st. 
Strzeleckt 'nade his epic dash· t hrough the rugged South G Lpps Land 
ranges .~o · ·~estern Po;rt in 1840, and a group of squatters came by 

.m 1~41, and found Pprt Albert. By a r-emar'kabl,e coi.nc Idencev 
Port Albert'··· which was to be the maan gateway Gipp.sla..n.d. for ;the . 
next .forty years, was discovered twice in. the one week, in Februa.rJ, 
184~ - by Anh"UE lv'icMillan travelling ovezLand , and by the ~~roup ot 
sqi.iatters travelling by ship from Melbourne. 

Henc e ; Port Albert, with its sister townships .of Ta:rraville 
and A~bert.on,. became the first township area. in -Gipp$land·, 1641 .. 
~,a thin . three years, t he re were forty catt I,e runs occup red ·between 
Port Albert ·and Bafrns.dale, with Sale the inland:.cen:t:rc and 
d estfned .: to become the most importa.nt, town in Gippsland fdr the 
next one .<hundreo yeai:-s. Se t t Lement · extended further to the west, 
w'ith Tr~ralgon Station and HazeLvood St~tion oc cupd ed late in 1844,- 
and · Maryvale ~~tatio.n (which included the p.resent e of Morwell:) 
in.JB45• Inc;:identally, Hazelwood and ,Maryvale were named after,· two 
members of the .Bennett fam,i.ly - HaaeIvocd; . Ha.sell Bennett 
(formerly Brodribb), and Maryvale after her ·da.ughterp.··Miss 
Mary Bennett. Mother and daughter ~ere the: first white. women ·to 
live in tbe Morwell district. 

. . Still. the virtua'l isolation from·Melbourx1.e conti·nued.. Ther·e 
\·ra.s more ·sea traffic between Port Albert· and. Va~n ·Diem.en's Land· · 
than with Melbourne(. It was qu.ic~er to send mail via Van Diemen' s 
Land than direct to Melbourne. . . · · ·· · 

· The.Commi~sioner or··Lands, Charles James Tyers, developed 
the first ·track to M~lbourne .and built bridges ·crrer some o f the 
streams in 18471 but, in the worst places, it ·was.· only .a bridle t raok 
and could r1o·t " r tal(e a ,.yehicle. Rev.Franc i,.$ HaLes , the pioneering. , 
Church.. of ~ngl'artd clergyman., .u sed .this track, ,itn 1848? and so did 
Bishop l)erry and Mrs.Perry in 1849, .'~ravelling by buggy aver the 
better parts, but taking to the saddle from Bunyip to Moef; It was 
not unt 11 1865 that a r-oad was const ruo t ed good .enough to take 
vehicular traf.:f Le ~11 the ·way from Sale t·o ·Melbourne·r and it was 
only the~, ~r~m Sept~mp~r. 1865, t})at a ·coach ·cotil.a be.gin. 
It took_ nearly 25 years,therefore, -to end the comparative 
isolation of Cippsland. ~ _ 

Politically, Gippsland was:a. part of New South Wales until 
1851, when the Colony of Victor.ta ~as esta}.)lished~· aepar'at-ed ft-om 
the Colo,ny of. New South Wales.· ~rhere is no :evidence that the New 
South Wales government had a.ttemp,ted to establ:Lsh any schools in 
cappsland, and in fact. there had been no need. An ea.rly. doctor at 
>)ale, Dr.i~obert Ewing, reco.1:.ded in his lL~;t pa t Len t s , that he had 
treated a schoolmaster. 'Ln March, 1849. This man. may have been 
conducting a private .schoo l there, or possihly ao re l ly, he was ~tutor employed by one of the squatters~ 



~-- _s':mrnar;i of ~p_e:·.Ear1~v<,~ ... i{dP2,1ana Schools,~ ... 
lSS0-1852 •• Tarraville .Pr~.va.te ·Schoof:: conduc.t·ed.··:byttJ:ames ·· 

George ·his :wi;fe .. 
1853 Tarravi).le Roman Catholic sc no ct ,'. opened in March .. 

of that yea.r by.·Mau-r.t.ce: :J'. Moor.E?•· ... +as; Sale Private·.·School,. conducted· by· M1~.s. · _M~:riarme·' 
Carpenter and h'er daughter. <·Thi-s:.~:schoo:l may 
have begun earlier than 1853~ =: ·.:·,:c:·······. .: __ 

185) Pl'.lrt Alber~ Church· of E·nglancl: School ~-,~tH!ned in ·· 
November -by James· Johnston ·Hart' .• '"'::: . · ·. 

1854 ••... : •• Sale National School, opened tl:.854; 
. by ·Mrs,. Marianne CarpentE:rr... h 

J :.°"'! ~?, 

·i. 

It impossible to pin point the exact year the 
vill~e of Flooding Creek (Sale) 'began or when the school 
(a pr-Lvate school) was opened there .. In 1844, the Commissioner of·· 
Lands, _lv.lr. C, <J Tyers, recom-rnended that a. police st at f on should r, · 

be established there, and this i-ecoanendet ron adopted. · 
Therefore, Flooding Creek was probably a village inl844 or even 
earlier~ and certainly police were stationed:'.there_by·l844 o~ 1~45~ 
However, it remained a tiny p.l.ace -for the next fou::rtoen or · .. · 
fiftee11 

. 1850, about 70 people lived there; 1853, the village 
consisted of thirteen huts, and i)_ven in 1858; it was· u confined 
practically to the· one thoroughfa.:r·e .Street, which 
contained only a re·w houses, :wit·h l on a.nywhere ·else.''· 

The first plan of the ·v-illage -wa.s laid b(Jfor,a the EJ;:ecutive· · · 
Co:uncil of Ney South Wales tn March, 1850 (the ·yee .. r before· 'the 
_separation· of Victoria from New South ·Wales')" and 'the name of· ... 
Fl~.oding Creek was changed Sa.le; in honour· of a British. soldier; 
GeJlE?ral.Sir Rober-t Henry Sale.· Thi.s man· had .fought· a he ro rc and· 
suc ces'sfu l, action-at Jellahabad, Afghanistan~ in 1841:, ·but was 
mortally wounded in , a battle· at .Moodkee in ·the .Pui1jab,-:Indie ... 

We can assume that. in a. population ·of' .about people in · 
a _township, there might be as .many a·s 7o_ .or- 80 chi1dre·n~ o:f ·whor.n 
perhaps 40 could be of school ·age. It is surprtstng,therefore, to 
find a school commit of ;1853, est:ima;t-il"..g ·that a school for · 
245 children (131 boys and girls) wasne:eded at ~-The only· 
explana.tion is that a count had ·.b~en made of all: the children in 
an area extending for a. distance .. o:f up ·to· 40· miles from ·Sate, · '. ·· 
and. including children· from as- away as MorwelJ .. :. · I . .. 
decidedly· unr19nlistic _estimate .. The pr:ivate school opera.t;irtg_· in::._· 
that year, a.nd th~. na.tlonal school· when· i t:'open~ed :i.n the··--,hext yea:r · 
had enrolments of only '30: · · 

Sale~ 

The townships Port Albert· and,."·T:Zi:trav:tile · were · 
established in the same .year that the port, was·· dis-covered,. 1841. 
Tarraville may have the rst school in Gippsland, a pri'vat~ 
school opened · 1850by Mr.J4mes Hart and wife, with an · 
ave;rage attendance of 36 children. This school osed towards the end of 1852$ · 

The first Govf.1rnment-aid school G·ippsland was also at 
Tarraville., It was a. Roman Catholic School subsidized by the 
Denoeunattonal, Board Educa.tton , and .opened March, 1853, 
with a. total o:f 37 pupils and wit;h Maurice ·J' .. Mtrore: the 
t.eacner-, 

~A denominat schooI was· e ·Albe.rt-- in. 
November, 1853, this t rme, a Church Mr.Jame;s 
Hart was the t eachez- there were at· that 
school first year. It was fferent Hart· · 
from 'the one who had conduct a "· The full name of. 
the first Mr,. Hart was Ja,mes Geo Hart, and that of the second<.: 
was Jamea Johnston .. Probably they wore father ·and son, 

The first nat Iona), 1, in Gippsla11d, subat d fz.ed by the · 
ifa.tional Board Education, was Sale.~ NatLona), School which 
opened. at the beg Lnn Ing of 18541 with ·Mrs., Marie!l1ne Carpenter 'as 
the teacher, and with an enrolment of ely 30 children. 



~n October,· 1853, the Patrons .~o.tt) to ._the 1-equestirig 
that :vrt?.: Carp'enter be appointed .f9r the nSiN aohool,: ,ei1ice: ·she was qu~lified· 
and satisfa.o~~ry, · a.na euggar.ited that the Mational School·· s~ould.: ·opf:Jn on the · 
first day. of 1854 •. Zn the rneant.ime., Jlrs. Ca.rpentei:· would carry Q?l r:r1vate 
sohool, end the accoamod.r1tion $he was. using would ~er..re as a. terc~p6rary . 
national school witi~ thtd new school could be built. 

The ne~ school, ~a.de of cor:r.t1.gated iron walls &i.d rot)f' OVf.,?' tr\'v;'u•oc1eiln 

frame work was fi?_lfsied ~ome time du.ring 1854si bu:t not. without·:so~.".? ·tlf!l.fficultJ"• 
Expenses exceeded the est"imate by a.bout ·£200, partly elm~ to · : · · 
cartag~ from Melo(?ui'r;Eh Ty:e:r,s also menti.or:is that there· .wa.s,.a ec~roity 
labour in· thtJ ·di.~tffct, . d.ue. to. the ·Omeo. go.ld fieldflo · ·· ... ·.i :. · 

A plac,~· ~f _th( se}lo.of shows: that it .waa . fea-t-·l·o:ng··t>;y 
wi-th ·a dividing wall'makiM t~o :roqms,. ;~4 fee.t by 16 .feet,. 
16 teet. A ~esidenc.-· bmlt. pn· :ti;> .the also. consiate(f of rooms~.·· · · 
11 feet by 1~· ·f~et, 'md:· 11 ··f~-~t" by 16. fe.et.: The· total cost of ths s+;,hool · .. ' 
building and the. 'resrd.ence~·wa~- '£838, . and the National· :Soard agr0ed· ·to' inore®e'·" · 

its ini tia.l grant by a.npther £200~ · . 
School fees coll~cted for· ·the first. half-year, ·1854; 

f.2.8/10/-, an~ it wa.s expected. that they wou.). d bring in :£39 ... · for 
, half. In October, . 1854 ~ it was reported. th51t 26 oh1ldre1~ were attendin.g. 

In a.·1etter to t)l~. Na.ti.o~al. B.oal:.:d, written ·91'1 21s-f; Ja.m ... 1arys 1855, 
Mr. c • J. Tyers s ta "ed , th$. t ·· t~~ .~ li~itli q~a.:r :t~.s for. the ~®re 
compleffd •. · Mrs~ _Ca."f)ente:r: pr_e:ter~e~ t.o OQll~l~µ$ 
house·, ·.;a,s well' she light, since "the two small . rooms 
residence would seea hopelessly inadequate in these 

·sti1e s.tata· .. sch6ol j. No~5_45 .. 
The:r(~ was . a pr.i vate ~'6.hoo~ :in· e~ist~;mce in Se..ie in. it had an 

average a t tendance pf thir.ty <~hi14~,en. Ed,ucati.on .did not or com- 
pulsory untiI th·~ .. hegfp..ning -1.873,. so that a<;rlile c& "'Ghe -~bi1drsn of' the 
township wou Id n6.t. ;:J:tte~d .at .. all,. and, o.t}ler.s wo1~1.d a:ttend 01• briefly, 
and on'iy iong en.o.~gh .·t'a'.''secure. tho.:~µqimentE'. of reading and ·arithmetic. 

· , · r:i'lii.s, ·w~.a poss~bl:Y. ~he. fir_s.~ .s.cP.c.ol at w:] cannot bo. suro ·of ·. . 
that~ .nor do we kn.Qw hq.w. .Long .it had l:)e.ftn in Uc deub t the squatters 
in _the area: employed pr~vp.tp ~tµ-~o~a at .:their · to educate their chi1dren, 
long before 1853. · · .· . . · . · . : . 

. · Thi~· priva;te ,·~c~o.o+~··~~ $.ale .11~~:-conductad 
assisted lJY' ·her old~st .d.~u.g.b.~":. She. seeme to a 
teacher, giving every ·aa~i-sf'.ac:ticm to the :beJ:· pupa Ia .. 
Mrs. Ca.rpentsx-1 a 01m family·. consisted. of four chi14ren, the 
was only · · old .. ·· · · the daughter assisting her ':.ould be no · 
older: than fourteen' 'and was probably leas. . Mrs.. Carpenter was f'orced . to· take 
up ~eaching to suppor t her f&,mily, because her husband, formerly °Colonial 
Arohi tect ·for .·van Diemen' s Land" ~va.µ inca.paci ta.ted throtigh or ,acmrr~ 
mental illness.. · · · · · · · · \ 

:When separation from New" Sowth ,Wales took -ple.ee in 1851 f Vi;crto:da sat 
up ·:a. 'similar system of educat i on to·· the one Ne'1 South Wales bc\.e11 operating. 
This \V~s a system of subsidising loca.1 oonmn.uii ties to· conduct 
over·e;1i ,C?ontrol veste.d, in two Bo,ards of Education, the Denomina.Uo:nal ·in . 
charge of· church schools, and the lfotionaJ. Board ;in charge of sccu Iar schools.· 
For a am.an p_laca li;k.e S~,.l.e, the only pqasible type of', .school ·to pr.ovid.o an 
eduoatidn ··ref. all was 'a !fr~.tidnal Scaco'l , .. . . 

. ·.·A public meeting·,,a..s cal Led at Saia -on tpe 1a.t July,· 1853? to consider 
this·: ·cnat.~er. ·of e~.ta:tili~h~~ a· national sohoo'l ~ Tha·. Board of 
at this ·ti!eetint; \vete .Cha-rles .. Jamee Ty.ere, the Govern.ment· \JV;.1.;,w~ • ..,°'.ll.V'·''"·'<.'I. 

Robert Thomson, .. o.f _Clydeban}c S~a.tion; J?atrick. Coady Buckley., 
Statio~; ··John ~ol:mson, of. ~~v-:burt-,t Par'k Sta,tion; · and .Wil.lia.m 
wi tlf. Rlm.cy ·Jt~ JlarlaY.~ .. t-he · ~.:f e~k ·of. Cfour·tf;J ai Sale, ·. ftR Saoretvry-: 
w. Kain left Sale in 1a·54, ·p. c. Buekh~,4 resigned 1854, 
were taken by William Montgo.merY., ·of Thei :Hear·t .. Stationi'i 

lt wa~ decided to raise an -, initial cum Of. £200 
a school estirµated "t!o cost £~01. ~d to promis~ £.~00 a 
of a t?Chool-maater ._nd .a ·.ee,wi~g-mistre~s. . The Ma·tional 
providet" the. balance;..,,. tti'oo 'ior tl\8 · bl..lildir..g,. and an. tJ:io 
sal,aries .. ot the t·ea.cl;\e.r'. ·a_hil4r~ paid a EttJJn'Lln thoe13 d.aye to -go· to, 
sohool·, .· t'1e: .·~.ou:rrt. varYing. from .. place to pla.Ge, but 1/ ... ·or 1/6d. 

· · · A land grant of t\vo e..ores for a. school was ·r;;:;ceivGd thor} L&:nds 
Department, consisting· of allotments 2, 31 4 and. 5 of Block V on the ·ot 
Sale. 
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of Sondy Cre0k' 
Crooke, 

Stihn"' Jo~"lflon, 'Of 
Heyf iold.; . 

tl'." l~ V.]'l:f'4] \IZl.a.. '1.!i.'1<.'li"~>lf "·' ; 

r~lom\$on, .·of··,: 

National 
1ieted,, 'qu£~e~ ... 

•.•. JI,.""'~ .11. tz;all · ~enna t t-; 
subaci~i'bara. 

1"apol"··ted 
with 

John HUg~os 
Melbourne, and wai;i 
the JOth-' Ka;r; 1858~ tho 30~h. ;'$61P"GE:tmt)e:r 
tea.olli~ng service, retir~d in - ~8879 nl1d. · d;.ed,. me ~ .. 
1858-18651 · l)oth ot 

: · ... · ·· The~e lrt£ ·m1 

name• of· had GU~~SC~i:"lt 
School-. 'rhe di·strio·i; WtUJ. scoured. 
a number were.squatters 
ot Haselwood Station (r!o:C"VQell , f'o:r·t:r 
The most: notable nm3 on list 
Station, 

Other squa.tterc en this list tmre Is.~M~}J Jt: .. tcl:u:tn.an, 
Patrick .Coady Bucl!"J.ey, C.oadyvala; 
of Holey Pli:J.ins; ··Reiber~; Curu:1inghame 
Kewbu.rn Parlq Jones, of ·u11m~:no··~., 
\Villisrn, Montgomery,· 
John Soo tt, of·~ hh"ine, 
Clydebank. 

OthGrs wer~ pr<':rninan t · GO'V<;rnmen t. 
C. J. Tye:r.e, B. B. ·C. . Clerk ot . . . 
Govermen t 5"~.'!..!""","'""-::" _ · 

The rest.of 
tbe area, 
The rema:biing na1:~~13 
John Denham, R. 
J. Lightfoot, . .Lov(~ll, · ..... ·.· .. · IYc-:Urto.eh,. . . · ... ·.. .: . . :uo.~:rdl:~, ··-.· .. ·, .. 
A. Kclla.0j Jees HoDonald., Krtl•··~~:tn, A~ -w.; Moore, .. lform~.n :ru:choli®,:m., Williaga:·Oz:;.r, 
J. Roffe, ·John D. Strat.·ton, -wuu.am "' .t:(. Wheild.on. · · - ; · '.:'''~ 

... ~' .... T!'.+"'""'.,.;. ~~~~d i;o be th;:~ f~..rst 4~:'!-~d.Aut. cott·~ 
beside the tr&ok that: b~d• f'ran The_· Eear··t· Sta;tion to· our:led 
on thfJ! mndir.sg-' · .. · · · :_ .; · 
first ate~mill, · ~ sr1~:mill ~ .·- a.t'id the.~ f:l,re:t: ste•~r' to 
J a.mes . te · .the punt the · 
William· wae a 1~1dider and build 
Tha National ·Board.· w~ ·.~1(;n• to fmt ·his. 

Carper\ ter, &n<l al t•houg'.b. main 
:un1~ose a atr,icter clisoipline~ 

teachirl3• 
-.Ttinc1- -1857!1 

teacher 
he oould 

Ba 
reason for ~vwv~u 
he·doea not 
Inspector 

SJ,;nd b/r,;er in ·Wod.onga, 
to 

it1 1862 i n~\ very infe:r::tor 
! t i70tl1~ · \'fOl l if. 

St. Jo!mts 
pri va. te .. , ... ~""...,"'~­ glowing ~~·r~,~~~1~~ 

words·~ The 
Anglican ...... _ ............. ,.., 
place to place, oonduoting .ftrat services heid 

·· Denpi te h.1.s re-feronoea, h:i.~ experience en<l· 
was not a 
SUOCeseive ·report5 on his tcit.ohing - in ~~land, 

·~-·''""""'"'·,,, "'"''... I:a 

:i.rcn1~ :xnd wi ih 
tha:h.' the 

r.aaidenc$· · r.,ained- 

not 
., " "; • .& .•.·." • • .•. • "' .. 4> c..· e.$ '.'* .• ." e i> !b 1t ·•· .. iH ~-*<!Ji b'4' ~.o" i .. 1{)/<J,[6§. qt&- • ei'flMt'IJ __ .!llll --1'!~.u!~l- .-~~ ,,..,. . .•""'"*+' ~ ~ ~ I~:t:!<"{~~wi:~~t!J.ri .. c.a.1. s~~~:t.~r .. £~evnJ. 

acccamoda te a 
expect much and dJ.d not 
for a teaqher and his 
liVirig cot1d:tt:tona ·of th~~ 
floors, 
f~ 001"l~ss . uri,occupi.ed, 

· · ·· · J'ohn 
9th Jul7-i 1854c 
1:n: 1852 ... - ., 
experienoe· 
An interesting :r··e:t"~rence 



•• 

... . '1939-1944 
. 1944-1'961 
1962- 

.. ... . . 19-11~19.1-4 
·1914• 1920 •'. 

•• 

J . 
,..·1 

:::. 

to the Board. asking for the a.c99\u11». -~o .. 'Pe, 3e-~tled;_ .. ~Yi.~g i-1 :.ar.n· .-a poor ma.rt', and 
have to -suppcr-b a. r;umerous family ·-o-:r-- helpfess. chil~en n" Nevertheless' he 
contributed f.2 toward~ the; school .tuni(.· •, . .. . . . . . . 

The donations rat1ged from £1 to. £20 .and al together ~£185 ·-was. collected 
in this particu1a.r····drive •. There was sQme ·talk :of sta.nting a'boarding· lioiisei f.or 
pupils; with Mrs ... Carpenter in charge, but if any such a,cheme eventm1ted, it 
must have been on a· very.small scale ... Such a scheme could serve only the weslthy, 
and the weal thy were not i,nteres.ted in. national ·schools, at least not as 
&duoational institutions for their children. · 

From other e our-ces we learn the nsmea of other pecpl.e in (Uppaland at 
this time. Purchasers of the first town allotments· uut uu for auctio.n· were · 
Pa trick and Geor#!'e Tu:rt1bull, of Port Albert ( 6/9/ 1850), rt: li'ltchatt,. G •. ·ii' •. :B~loher 
and John. Orr. (·17.J :·9. /16;1 )., and. •the Turnbtdl Brotherr:; James.<Hcl1aren . ·. · 
James Smith (15/10/51 ). · .. -; · · ·. ··· · ·. · · · . · . 

· · i:Mr. James Douglas mentions the nauiara of Mcintosh, Fitchett, Green, · · · 
~leldon (perhaps the J. Wheildon given- above) ~d Ewing as resid.enta in 1~50. 
John Fostei-, a member of the Ta.sm&nian I->arlhwent i' owned The,. Heart a.t ··thief·:· · · 
time, 'and-no.doubt Foster Street.is ·n4l'Jled. a.fter bim. 'l!he Foster ·family .still 
lives at the old Boisdale homestea."d·. . . .. · 

~.Mrs •. Marianne C!:tl?enter {1853:;~18J6 iilclusiv&l.. . 
· · . , .· . As we have Stltm, ·Kr·e:. ·Carpenter first .conducted a private sc,hool :·at .. 

S:~le, 1853, which then became· the Sale National 'School, as from 1/1/1854, :W'ith. 
Mrs. Carpenter as the first head. tea.ch.er •. She her~e.lf thought. that there should 
be a. man appotnted to take the boys; ·ana··a.ocoro.i~g1.y.·John,,Hug.nes C?Jlle·· to_ S·ale·: j • 

and ... h~ld the position· of head ·teacher- of.. the schopl-'.Jrom·•-fo1y, .1855, to 
Septemt~er, 1857, · with ha. Carpenter ... his assist~~t. and the teacher of the 
girls... She remained ~t ·the school until the end. C>:f 1816, :when .: ehe .retir&d •. ··· 

,, .... Ill_ an item of .ne\\·s in the issue· o:f tfaf ·1•Gippalan<.i'.·Tj.-mes·1~ dated .. 18th. January, 18-78 ~ 
there is an. account of a .social· evenin.~(given):n )1.onour of Mrs. Carpenter.t w:Pen. 
she vza~ presented. wit~ ·70 sovereigns by 'Mes~r~:. Jlngl.hh, T,opp_ing ~d Abbot~:,. tQ 
mark the CQmmuni ty' S' :gratitude f Or her 24. year~:- Of gpod S~V,J.ce at the· SoJ;lboh· >. 
'Phis. oo~ent seeme· to. confirm that :Mre. Carpenter. 'l:.ieg~·- teaching; at:· Sata. at ~:ae.~ 
begirming. l?f:. 181))?'.. that. ·he~- ·24' ;reat-s. ·er· sarvt'cE;·::. ccy~re(i;· .~.)ae :ye·a:r.~ .. 18.5j:i to 1376'';· 
1nolu11~Vet ~d. t)l~:t .she was a eucoess~u.1 ·. ~d ~•SJ?~C~-~4:···.'.~,~a~p~r~ · .. ~: ··~ •: .. -: ;':n:·, 

Head .. ~aaober$ . at Sal~' St~te :;S¢h~ol~~fo ~;:. ~2 ~ '."'F'.::·: '. 

1854~1855 • • • • Mr~,. l~i~~~·\~~;_,~;~;~;·.: 
·1855"'."'18'57 ... .. • J·ohri Ht.lgbe~: . , ·. 
1851-1858 • • .... · Leonard Wood ' · · -.: ,,; . · 

. · 185&-186.5 .... ·.. Joh?i J,.,n~. Engli.£lll: .... ::.<· ... ;·. . : ' · 
~e,...e Ls a bre.ak in ·our in:formati'on ~t· ~hie IH)ini:·.l:1n't!1-:l, "t893;:>when:·.the 

list continues as· follows, the dates heing (l~Pr:otimate. only~~ .full an.~. more 
accurate liat will be published later. · · .· .·· ::;-- '· · ·· · · :. ·:..·y · 

· · · 1893-1896 ··• ~J · -~ • Jomi ~-'.F~rhalf · :: h j,: 
. . Th6me,:~ ···~:f3~o~· . '. 

. t896-1905 • • ·Pater Dial.· 
. : Rfcliard Rail 

· ·. -'-Sidney W. Hunt . . 
John. H. Refshauge . 
Cha~rl es ··na::iey · · · 
William Dixon. 

'Andrew P. s ~ · Lennie 
... I •. ··.'.~·: · •• 19,21~1930 · ·:• • · i•• ·")~)eaumori~. T. , i~a:ree_ 

· ·Robert A~ Curlett · ·. . 
1931-..1938· .. ·: ... >·A1tred. ·ii~. Thompson ... ,. · · 

· ··Job.n'.T .. Warriner· .. 
George J. c #j-• MarE9hali 
Henry ·J3. ,Gall agh~r 

• • 4! •. Joseph P. ~~hn.a.n. 
James Douglas. · . . . ··';'. 

Charles· De.lex; { J1nu1£Y ... j2·11 - Ap:rila 191.51· . · · · · · ··· . · · 
Charlea ·Daley is ~he most fuous of the ·teachers at Sa.le· State School. 

His book, "The Story of GJppsla.nd't provides an exceli'ent introduetit·m· to the . 
history of this area;· and particularly of Sa.le. · · · ' · 

Charles ·Dal~y "!$$ born· 17.th .Jla:roh, 1859. joined th& Depart,m~trt of . 
Education,; ·'12th August, 187~, and retired t7th :March11 1924 .. ' Compars:ti.Je~lt~· late in 
life,. in: April, 191.4, he ·took out a Ba.clielor Arts Ha. wevi1 the .. _hQ~<i. tea.oner· 
of Sale State School from Ja.nu. e:ry, 11, to Aprili·· - , · ' -- "· ,·. 

~ '·.~.. ! . 
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]Jlli~ ;:;"j:; .. ·}1:c~ Lgg!n was born at Stromness, Orkney tslands, 26/?/1819, one of 
a la:r.·gt; fa-:-J~·- l~t which everrtua.l ly scattered abrc~(.;l.tl t.o Iforth America, India and 
Au.~~ tralia.. :Its .fa~:1e1' ·.var~ a ship-owner. A:ftar his early :· .. chcc i i ng in his home­ 
townt· he went to Ed.i11bnq.;h University in 18341 where he train~d for the Minh1try. 
Due to i11-heal th, his cource of t.raining .was 1.nter:rupted for a period, during 
which he, tock a poci ti on t:ts tuto::- to the family of Sir William J a;rdine of 
Applegartl.. · ·· · · · · · 

fa' was li·.;·.):1$.:d .as a Probationer for the Holy Ministry by the Free 
· Presbytery o1 Scoth:nd, 1/H/1843, tha ye~ of the Disruption. It was a time 

of· acute r~cele:Jiastlcal uph.ea,vo.l and re-organizatio.tl, resul Ung frotft the 
d.iviaio~1 of: ·ili.1.e Cl.tu.ro:U of !:)cotla..11d en the question of' patroz~:.i&e - tht; right of 
persons othqi.~ ·~ha:n the Congregation to nominate e. minister tc: be inducted by the 

.P-resb~tery .. int9 o. vacanc:y. M.r .. .Login wrote; 0Th.ough anx i cus to be in work in. 
the. sovt4, I .\'.'P.:; oons tz-ained by Dr. Candlish and ether$ to offer m,self for 
:~ervic.e in l?',/ 4:.a'tiva islands, where the "·ia:nt' of p~ee.cl!r: .. rs at that ·ume was 
grea t~y .f eJ. t,. I ~vas a.ccordi:ngly transferred. to the Pree Ch~cb Presbytery of . 
Orkney :m•i ;·eCC;)!Vei lr16 first ap:pointment to the I.slan.;1 of Papa '!J~stra;r •. 
Though conta~u5'1" ~ population 9f:. 3~6, it had never had a 1·esident minister, 
but formc;,d part cf. the Charge. of the tinister ot ··.1estra.y, who was required to 
conduct f1ivine Service. in the Parisb Chu.rob of Pa.pa vlest1 .. ay1 once every .three 
:v1-::r;ks. As the pz:·C'_g::-iato:r of 'the island and all of the ir..habi ta.:nts had now 
joined the Free ChU.t."ob.~ .. 1-t.was. dot&.rmined .to form a Ministerial Charge there, to 
which, att"r or:iir.:.~:~ion, I was inducted, '1844°. 

Mr.. Logi:tl ·;1<Jrlrnd in Pafia ~veetray for nine yea;r$ ti.rt til, after a. differen-ea" 
of opinion wi tb. ·the I .. airli over, the latter' a reaponsibili ties to h.is tt"tnanta, he 
re;;;ign.ed and ;: .. f!erel his se1:vicee to the Colonial Committee of. the Fre,e Church, 
and v1as apl(d1'ltt.:td t.o. Gippaland, Aw1tralia... . 

· l'ir. Login, hia wif0 and his four children, travelled·· to Australia on 
board the '.i~~>t Lot~ian' , a ca.Hing vessel of 500 tons, which left Lei th in 
Scotland, 11/8/-1853 and reached Melbourne~ 25/11/1853. At Melbourne (or rather 
.dliiamstmvn) th;:re was groat consternation on board vJhei the Captain 
d i sc over-ed thF~t, :lu:r-ing the night, his whole crew had disappeared. They Lad 
gone off to the go1d. :r'ieldo. 

After 'i few weeks in :Melbourne, the family went by ship, the "Meg 
Me:-rilies" to Port Al!·.;ert. Eere is Mr. 1ogin's account of' his early days: 

0I spent my first S1.lnda¥ in Gippsland, 15/1/1854,··'preaching in the 
r'or-enoon , in the large ~coo of what was then known ::t$ the Royal Hotel, at 
Ta:rraville, c·::ned by ~ Ed.inburgb man, Mr. J. Nelson. 0n· Friday, 20/1/1854, 
I started :for Nort'.l Gippale..nd, t;r.-av~lling on hcrseback,and reaohed Flooding 
t'.reek the folJ owins. day. The next dey, Sunday, 22/1/1854, I rode to 
Angus McMillan's station, ,Bushy Park,· and co~ducted a service there in the 
evening. 

t!y first ~ervic~ in.Sf!tla took place on the next Sund~, 29/1/1854, in 
the largest room in tha township - the public room of the· Woolpack Inn. My 
·~ongregatic.n cor.sistcd of about 50 adults, many of whom ha.d come from the 
surrounding es;'.;'tle-stationa. The second .service, three. week.a la:.t!'~;'···!as atso 
'.-s. t the Woolpack Ir..n, but the third was hel.d in an :ir.on· structure· i1'A' '6ouree of 
f.Jrection for a lfatior1al School. '£hen, a weatherboard Court House· wtis· built a.,'1.d. 

·.•e had the u!'le of that for er. time. · · . . · · · 
By the middle of 1854, my congregation bad built the fil"sFdhuroh - 

:.. bark hut, neither lined. nor floored, and ·:ii th a woolpress as a: ]:.ulpi t• The 
f"'.h:t~·o.h of England used this building a.ho, until they bu.il t their :own ··church 1ri 
·1856. A new Presb;rteria.:1 Church was built on the present site· in· 1859, at a 
c~st of £2,000." · 

R~v. lio;;.~r. r.i.:·rived ln Sal8 i~ Ja.··;r.; . .::.~·y, 1f354t- as t.h~. Pra~oyteriu.n 
Minister, ·.:.ct ·::·,.ly for Sal0 but f·or t he whole of Gipp:::i.:"1vl. For exampl e , it 
w:::. > he who offici .~te·:i u.t. thD \Nedd.in~!-' of the ;1o:mg :.fo::"·wr~} l cuuple, th.:1 blacksmith, 
John lUr:tv.d.1,. and the 5chcd-teac,Pe:;:1 Zer..na ;trcCrorcy, i;. Ap:ril ·n379, ar.: .. the 
ceremony t:>ok place at 'ths Ro.s,f~dJ.le Hotel, Rc£·::id0. Rev .. Login was tLr~ Minister 
a.t. Sa.1~ ·from 18:>1 t.o 188C. His :r·,.:~inisoences of daughter, 
Mrs. Jes~ia I' .. Harrison, are invaluable source material f'i:n." the early 'his·tory of 
Sale.) 

Ch.u.:rch. 

_!be }forwel1 H;s·torical i>.oc-iet:v. Ne~\1a·· ·· •• , • .. -... • .. • • ... " ~: • :...• • • • ~·• • • • • • ·• 10/2[6~. 
Rev •. William Spence Los-i\l, . ~812-190 J· 

(Most of thrl material .for this article 11as · obta.ini:;;d frorn the 0H.istoty of the 
Presbyte:ri~.m Chu.rch, Sal.),·• prepared ;oy the late Rav. D::-.i.Vld Seynw1.i.r .Brough ten, 
Mir~isti.n' at tllr; Cht.:rch, 1950-;,9 s on the occasion of thB eri;;;c1:icn of the nc:lW 
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The Traralgon Riding, or western section of the Shire of Ros.edale; 
wa.s severed from that Shire·~ 20the October,' 18?9, and became the S!\.i+.'~·. 
of Traralgon, including Morwell in its area. 

The new Councf.L met for the • first time on the 26th., January, 1880. 
Tl,:+~re were six councillors - Dugald Campbell, Henry Breed, Thom(3.s 
Mattingley, Edmund Kelleher,· Patrick McGaurin, and. George Firmin, the last 
three coming from the Norwell area e · 

Below is the list of the Presidents of the Shire of Traralgon 
during the. thirteen yea.rs that Morwell was part of it:~ · 

1880 ..... aEdmund Kelleher. 1886-87.,, .John Bodycomb, 
1880-81 •• He~J Breed. 1887-88 .... Edmund Kelleher,, 
1881-82.,, .. Dugald Campbell,, 1888...;89<..oJohn Peterkin .. 
1882-:83. oJohn Bodycomb , · 1889,,,,.90. ~·,..John Peterkin.,. 
1883-84 •• Edmund Kelleher. 1890-91. •• Frederick Ho\rlett. 
1884-85 •• Ge.orge Firmin. 1891-92e .. George Varneyo 
1885..:.86 •• John Peterkin.· 

At first the Shire was undivided, but in May 1885, three ridings 
were formed, of which Norwell wils the Rest Riding, a:rid tl:J.e.nmp,ber of: 
councillors was increased to nine. In the elections that · took place in, 
August of that year, the voting for the candidates in th~ West Riding was: 
E. Kelleher •• 224; G., Firmin •• 188; Dtl Forsytb..,,.150; W. Murdochul50.. - 

Mr. D. Forsyth was elected to ,the third vacancy on the casting vote 
of the Returning Officer, Mr .. E .. Gaddo ... , 

Later councillors to represent the West Riding (or Mo:rweil area.) 
were Donald Shaw ( 1881) ; John English (1886}, Charles Sommers'· (1887), 
and Robert Turnl.ey (1892). 

The Shire. of Trara.lgon. from 1880 to 189~_. 

Latrobe V a:lley Historical S..Qcieties' Activities r 1966 .. 
Briefly,we record below the ma.in activities already carried out 

or programmed for the remaining pa.r·i; of the year, by the Latrobe Valley 
Historical SociErties - thos·e of Traralgon, , and 
Sunday, 6/3/66 ..... Excursion to Goodwood, Greenmount, and Tarra.ville, 

organized and guided by Mroa.nd Mrso L., O'Callaghan, Yarram .. 
Sunday, l 7 /4/66 ••• Excursion to Budgeree and Boolarra. 
Sunday, 15/5/66,.. .Excuraaon to Rosedale, and Rosedale Cemetery. . 
Sunday, 29/5/66 .... Excursion to Kilmany Park, one of the earliest Gippsland 

Cattle Stations,, 
SUD:day, 10/7/66 ... .Cooparatd.on with the Latrobe Valley Polish So9siety, at 

the unveiling of new memorial plaques on the Strzelecki cairns a.t .: 
the Princes Highway (two miles east,of Traralgon) and at Koornalla., 

- ten mil.es south of T ra.ralgon., · . ·< 
Sunday, 31/7/66.,. .. Unveiling of the Strzelecki plaque at Strzelecki Stat.e 

· Schoo I , . , - · 
Sunday 1 16/10/66.ocExcursion to Shady Creek Cemetery (Dr~ Haddon 's Gra~e). 
Sunday, 20/11/66,. .,Excursion to: .Boo Lar-ra , . · .. , ·, 
Saturday,15/10166 ... Commemorative Dinner at Trara.lgon to mark the building 

of the first Traralgon Shi:re Offices in 1881 .. Th:i,s building has 
recently been demolished, a.nd the bottle of documents set.in the 
foundation stone, recovered,, 

Obituaty Mr. Arthur Green, ~/4/1966. 
We feel that we should record,in these pages, the passing of a. fine, 

old, pioneering ci:tizen of Morwell, in the person of Mr. Arthur Green of 
53:Elgin Street, Morwell. Mr. Green came to Morwell in 1898, from Rosedale, 
to manage the drap.ery business in T a.rwin Street, Morwell, a branch of his 
fa.ther~s Rosedale store. 

He was keenly interested in history and wa.s a member of our Morwell 
Historical Society ..• We a.re grateful for the fund of information he has 
given us from time to ti.me, and we are both proud and glad to have been 
associated with 

Volume 5; Chapter !_.0 (1966). The Morwell Historical Society News .. 
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In Traralgon this year, tba interest of hibtorians has 
been tu rned tov: ;..rtls the· history of the old Council Offices,· built 
in 188-1 and demo Ld she a in September, this year, 1966. The Apex 

:.; Lub has dee ided. to preserve as ;·:o:ruch as possible of' this piece of 
Traralgon' s history by re-erecting t h Ls build:tng on. ano ther-, 
su.i.babl.e s i t e and. to use it as the nucleus of a local historical 
o entre or museum. It was known that a sealed· tt contairling 
cont.empo rarv papers and in·formation had been placed beneath the 
foundation stone at a ceremony in 1881. t without troubl~, for 
no-one knew in 1966, exactly \::-hich s t one was the foundation stone, 
this bottle was event_µa1lly discovered~ .a.t1d then ~it w.~s formally 
handed over to the ·Mayor of , Cr. Dunbar, befo re a 
repres~nta:t i ve ·group of councillors ,membei .. s of the Apex Club,a~d 
members. of 'the H1stori:cal Society ~1 on the evening of Monday, 
28th. September,1966~ · 

In- turn,· the Hayor pr-es ent ed this bot t and its contents 
to Dr. T.:revor McL.ean, President of th~~ Historical Society for aaf'e 
keeping. At this ceremony, iUss E.. s t , one of Trafalgar1s oldest 
citizens, ~nd Shire Secretary,1934-1946, was asked to extract the 
fi.r.s,t paper. · 

The remaining papers will be r emoved during a special 
dinner to be hHld on Saturday, 15th.October, to celebrate the 85 
:1ea~s of existence of the old Shire Office building, and to mark 
the removal of the buildir)¬  from its present site .. · 

· At the handing-over ceremony, Dr. McLean read the account 
of the laying of the· foundation stone, as reported Ln the newspaper, 
"The Gippsland Independent" tn ·its issue for the 2lstc J~1ly, 1881. 
Here ~e some extracts from that report: · · -. 

0 "The township of Traral~_ton .vo re a very animated 
appea.rance on Tuesday last, when .t he ce.remony .: of laying the 
memorial stone of the new Shire Hall was performed ;'b;_r the 
President of the Shire, Gr. H Breed Esq .. rJ.,p,,. The principal 
'business places were gaily decorated with bunting, and from 
the scaffolding around the new building flags of various 
nations were also displayed, marking an :tmportant event ir1 
this newly constituted ·muriicipal:it-y~ · 

A large assemblage of spectators was pr eaent to wi·tness- .~ 
the ceremony, and the children attending the State School in 
the town were also present. Shortly a,ft;er three o 'clpqk1' the 
President, accompanied by· the Shire Secretary, J. Camp.bell Esq. 

· reac~_ed the site of the bui1d;~ng• The Pres~ .. dent was rec~ived 
by Mr.Mitchell who pr'es e'nt ed him with a hand some silver: trowel 
mounted in ivory, on which was inscribed: 

•Presente4 to H.Bree~ Esq@. J.P~ Fresident of the Shire 
. of T.raralgon, in commemoration of his laying the 

foundation stone of the Shire Hall, 19th.July~ l88L,' 
Mr. C~...m.pbe.ll then stated ·thttt a bottle containing a copy 

of the A.rgu..s,_ Punch,·. Gippsla.nd Iridependent i)Mercury .an!d 'Times, 
would be pla9·ed in the cavity beneath. the. stone, ,a.nd··also a 
document bearing · names. of the Coune . and. Officers of 
the Shire,. the r1ame of the bank with which· the .Council ..:: 
conducted its buatnes s., the information that the bu.fld ing was 
erected at a. cost · £375 by Mes.srs McKerrow &. Waters of _Sale; 
that the Shlr.e numbered 512 · ratepaye;rs and had an est.im~ted 
revenue of £4,929; ~-~~t triA~r~aofth,e ShiI·e was.750 square 
miles, and that the a11nu~1. va Iue of.:ra~eable proper .. ty w~s .. 
£17.,825. Finally, there was a sho r-t .. and interesting ac coun t of 
the various townships within its limi,ts. · .: .,__ 

Hr. Breed ip )1_is addz-e . . . th~; a.s.s~m.blage me nt Loned his 
plea~ure to see the children there, say rng Jriat they might be 
able to tell their. children's chiltj.ren of tl·H~ .Traralgon of 1881.· 

· ~:1~ers, were t hen ,given for Jhe ·Qu_een, ·the P.resident and 
the . .:mire of Traralgon. , , · · · 
r The ceremony was closed by. the singing of the 1:at tona), 

11.nthem, afte1" which the official party adjourned to Mitchell's 
Hotel "for the official Luncheon," 

. rhe Original Shire Offices 9.t Traralson •. 
l . . ' . -~ ·- - ' ' . . ', ' . . . . . . ' ~ ' .-. .. . ,. • -~ ' . ' . . . . ..... , . ~-- -··· -··· 
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Now, thi=: year, and fift.y four .years· 1?..ter, the Council 
1nas been enlarged aga.in1 consisting after the l:ugust elections 
of fifteen members. · · 

i\.11 seats for the cha,ng~d East Hiding were declared vacant .. 
Of the three re·tiru1g councillors, Mr. V. Hour-ig an elected not 
to stand agaf.n, and Cr:::.. J.~d. Jones and :l .. L.Ha!'e offered themselves 
as candidntes for the reformed East Riding. · · , ·' 

The e Lec t aons in these t\f/o new rid:tr1gs resulted. aa .. follow; 
East Riding... North Rid~ 

J • W"' Jones • F • w~· ft a:1 ; . 
A. L. Hare. L. Simis1er. E. Grinpukel. w. F. Patther. 

The creation of new municipalities and ihe i:mla.rgement of 
Councils from time to time have been made neeesaary by 'the growth 
of the community in both population and wea.ltt. l·}o:rw.ell has {trown 
from a population of three or ·rour in 187'7, tte year of its first 
building, to more than 17 ,000 people in 1966ll: He are the cens:•.t..S 
figures over the years: · . . · · 

1881.. .• 75 peopl e, . 1911 ..• ioao peo pf,e , J947 ... 2951 people. 
1891. • 301 rt 192 i • ,;1122 H 4 • • 9040 ft 

1901 •• 58'7 " 1933 .• 1102 · !t 1 ... 14.833 n 

Boolarra .RidiPS·- 
Da.vid T. Latter ...... 232 votes,, 
James Rad burn •••• ., •• 225 votes. 
.Et'ugene Knse bone ••••• 210 votes. 

n.azelwood Riding. 
John Falla ••••.•. 137 votes. 
Douglas Fraser ... 12; votes. 
John Enr:;lish •••.•• 100 votes. · 

John H. Edney •.••• 160 votes., 
Edmund Hee: i.; om ....... )58 votes. 
William J.scanlon.120 votes. 

(elected unopposed) 
Joseph H. Buckloy. 
Duncan Dunbar. 
Angus F. McDonald. 

Rage ••.• 5l 

:l_he.J~o:rwell. Historical ·S.ocie-~;x- News • ~-10/10L65. 

T.he~ Morwel.1 Shire- . .-GounciL 
r n r :-._. ~re::-tr, 1966-67·, is also a historic. year for the 

Morw(~l l Shit;~,,, s~rJG.e i,t will ~e th<: 75th yea::. of its. exi$t~nce, 
th::·ee-q.urc.rt ,:~·r·.e; or 'a century since 1 ts establ.1~h!nent in 189.::, 
and ce cause the CouncLl, has 'been enlarged from -1?. councillors to 
fiftet1rf by· oret::tin.~ two ridings, lforth Ridir..e and East Riding out 
of t l.e 'cne former ridir~, Ea.st Riding. 

Arr i.t a t i on for t h e severance of t he West t\idir~: from the 
Shire r.>f~Tr8.ralgon to form a separate shire, Shir(~ of Hozwe Ll , 
began in 1890. A pet i t i on iv-as presented t;o the Governor in 
November,lS90, and· thi~ was followed by a deputation to the 
Minist.er'" o.f. ~blic Works· in F1ebruary,189l. Grs .. Kelleher and 
rirmin· of; the'.·· West Hidi.ng 'Spoke in support 0 f sevez-ance 1 and Crs. 
Peterkin.and 'Bodycomb, representing the Central and East Ridings 
opposed it. This Petition was r-e fu se d , but a fu.~ .. ther P.etition in 
1892 was successful, and the new Shire was proclaimed, on the 
27th. May, 1892 .. 

The first meetir: . .g of the Morwell Shire Council t cok place 
011 Wednesday, 14th.September, 1892, at the Norwell Mechanics 
Irrst Ltut e .. fhere were six councillors - Donald. Shaw, who was 
elected the first President, J'ohn English, Willia:n Murdoch, 
Michael Mulc.J.re, John Murphy and, Edmund Kelleher. · 

In August, 1912, twenty years af.t<~r it was first 
established 1 the Morwell Shire Counc Ll was r ec cno t t t uted , and the 
number of councillors was 'increased from six to t~1elve members, three members representing each of four ridings into which Morwell 
Snire was nov divided. , 

The 1 q11-12 Council had consisted cif Dz-, J. S. McLean, who was 
President, Angus McDonald, Duncan Dunbar, Joseph Buckley, William 
Pens luna and John Stone. .xn seats vez-e declared vacant and the 
elections for three councillors from each riding resulted as 
follows: · 

Morwell IU<l,ip,g. Yinnar Ridigg,, .. 



My brother, Central, 
Will cltng to you through life, 
And with his veakar brother, East, 
May help you face the str:tfe, 
Whilst I, your West, your biggest son~ 
Am straining at the tether. 
God bless you, Dad; I wish you Luck; 
But you and I m.tist seve r , 
Father d~ar, I won't com.plain; 
Let pe,s t .. lnju st ice rest; 
You could not help. i.t, but you know, 
You loved your Central best. . You shielded him from.sleet'and cold 
In wet and muddy wee.ther; 
You gave him money meant for me, 
Bo you and I must seve r , · · 

Our dear old tutors ~ -. Jim and Mac 
• Twould be to scol:d ,. . 
Beca.use.,you ~~ow~•.·my darling Dad, 
They did' what .. the·y. were told .. 
They ma.de the .boo.t to fit the foot 
Regardless of the·. Lea.t he r , :·i .· .. , · .: 

But since I've g.r.own, I 've dropped to ·this,:·:.:· 
And you and 'I must , ..... ·1~·:: 

. ,' 'i 

I1 :ve1 td .. tl;ledplut.· ckt; d :'e~ltth:(1.·t~e·· ·dash;_· . :'.·,.,. 
m aroa ~n .· ·~.· ou •· an near .. y:; 

I ' 11. · t 1 t t 1 f · hi ;· c.~<~·, i • ·:~ ~ <~· > l cons :• · u e ·myse-· a s re,v·· 
Without respec.t to party. ' · 
Abu$e me not, Oh1 Daddy dear, 
For now, I'm in high feather; ... 
l 'm 'jack'. of Loans and t~.!~ti!nd lords, 
So you. and I must sever·~ 0 ·· 

De.ar Father, listen to the prayer 
Of your ever grateful boy, 
For all that you have ever done 
To fill his heart with joy. 
Your dea.r,old face will always shine 
Before my .life for ever, · . 
But Daddy dear , ·I ' ve come of age And you and 1 must sever. 
You're getting old and feeble, Dad; You•ve lost ·your youthful dash; 
I cannot bear to see you plunge · 
In specuka t ion rasn, ; ... · · 
Cal ignee trams ar-e right , enough, 
But pay you they wil.l. never; 
I cannot face :i.nsol vency , 
So you and I must sever. 

"There is some talk of the West Rid;ing; gof·ng ih for 
severance from the Central and Bast Ridings ·or the Traralgon 
Shire. We will. suppose them to be three sons, and .. that. th~ 
'.We.st Riding', the biggest and ugliest,· ls ~pp~al;ing; to 

'Dacldy' Trara.lgon4' 

Page ••• ;a2. 
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Shl.re· ·Severance, 1890-1892. 
The following ·verses appeared in the "Morwell· Adver-t Lser-", 

18th. July, 1890, early shots in the war for severance of Mon1ell 
from T1'aralgon Shire .. They were probably written by Rotert Turnley, 
the editor of the paper, and a :man gifted with a facile pen. He was 
a member of the Traralgon Shire Counc i l , representing the West 
Hiding ( Morwell) when severance took place .• 

.•. · 

~ .. J ~~-~ ; ~ 



poor. Presumably 
township began in The. records 

.. The 
that 

Sale Cemetery. ---~......_,---..,,:,-.,,. From the historian's point of view, the Cemetery is the 
mo=t interesting in Gippsland. r'iany of th€ early expl.o i-e r-s and 
pd enee r-s ()f Gippsland, including. i~l1oUUS i·'1cMil}an, Patrick Coady 
Buckley, and Dr.Arb;;ckle a.re buried there • .::>ome records ?Lre: 

June.,18.72 .• I;._ c .. Buck Ley , 20/6/1883 ... Thomas Coto .. (52). 
21/4/1874 .... Isabel Hontgornery, (l). 19/9/1884. II) , • (51)41' · 
26/7/1874 •• John Rowley,rlosedale. 11/6/1886. ~i<lohn. Napper , (81). 

9/9/1874,,.. .. A.Arbuckle, (64) ~ 15/3/1889 Dr.A. McLean (31),,. 
11/11/'77 ... ,John Coba i.n , (83). 25/1/1890 Samuel Skeels, (55}. 
22/111'78 .. Thos.Downward,teacher.. 15/11/'92 .. s· McLean, (78). 
15/3/1879 .• Dr.G.D .• Hedley, (63).. 31/1/1893-. , (39). 
29/6/1882 ... John hcllillan, (77).. .: 6/9/190L('Wm .. Montgomery, (80). 

Since the first chronological and systemat ·records.begin in 
1862, we may assume that the Cemetery Trust was set up in that year. 
However, entries inserted later, show burials made the fties, 
one being as early as 1851. (David Holland, Sept .. 18511 aged 28 ye3.rs). 
The Rosed~Je .cemeteJ:l. 

We have dealt in part with this cemetery in earlier issues of 
the "N~ws"., The Cemetery T:r..tst was set up in 1872 ~ but· burials _ha.d 
taken place there,"in the· bush", perhaps for many years be rore , ~ 
£'or example, frederick·Stratton, _the mail coach driver, drowned in 
the flooded Latrobe River, was buried there, 30/9/1867, and there 
were burials on ·two successive days in 1868 ~-Catherine Ferguson, 
11/1/68 and David Weir, 12/1/68. 
fhe Traral.gon Cemeterz:.. . . .. 

The first burial area used at Traralgo.n was ·th~ rise. over­ 
looking the Traralgon Creek, near the· pre.!$ent railway ya1"ds .. Abou~ 
twelve people were buried he , _including i1r<l Charlton John ~<inchant, 
overseer of Tyers Station, and the infa.frt daught~.r o f i•'iotlnt.ed __ 
Constable William Smythe. 1*his latter grave is the ofily one· marked 
by a memorial - a red-gu~ tab1e1h' Abou t lB?Q,_ -~another .si te , part of 
Traralgon Park, was. r'e serv ed as a cemetery~ but it is doubtful if 
any burial took. place~ the re , Finally, in 1872, : the present si·te on 
the Bluff became the official Tra.ralgon Cemetery. 
The Hazelwood Cemetery MorwelL' 

The recor s kept or this cemetery are 
no cemetery was provided for Morwell until the 
1877, or until it achieved some importance as ·a. 
.-:·ive us no indication of when the first burial t 
earliest death and burial according to tombstone 
+rac e Don.a.ldosn, ldlled 1/1/1881 ~- when · 

The Cemeteries of Gipps:land .. 
cemeteries proyide valuable source mat.er-Ia.l the research 

historian, despite ·the· t. that frequently the earliest records 
have not been kept,6~ have been·lost,or destroyedll The records for 
:.i ale and for Hose dale are excellent, hav~tlis faithfully, care- 
fully 'l.nd efficiently kept from the time the C ·rrusts were 
appo Lnt ed t he re , s Ld e s that, in each instance, a praiseworthy 
attempt has been made, to find out and record what bur'La.Ls were 
mn.de in these two cemeteries, when they me community burial 
.round s , an.i br- f'o r-e any Ceme te ry Trust was appo In t ed , 
Greenmount C~~eterv. ---~-------~..;;;....-~;,;.,,_ Greenm.ount Cemetery is of interest because it; i~ old, 
but also because it is one of the two c Catholic 
in Victoria, the ot~er one being Kilmore. were consec 
by Bishop Gould, the first Roman Catholic Bishop of Mel1Journe .. 

A further point of interest that it was as a ery 
by Edmund '""iuckley, one of the very early squatters in Gippsland,and. 
po~sibly the first.·He bought Greenmpunt Station in 1850, and some 
time later made 3i acres of the property avaf.Labke as a Catholic 
cemetery. He himself was buried there, 27/4/1859, aged 77 years~ 

Greenmount is close to Yarram. Edmund Buckley was the father 
of Patrick Coady Buckley, who was the last squatter holder the 
MR.ryvale S-ta·t ion. 

The dorwell historical Society Hews .,".,, .. " 10Lll/66. 
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Soat.te·red th;t"9~~~gho~:LG1ppsland, and .indee~ .. throughout .. 
Victoria and· Australiat 8..!:"C .. th.e ls.ola.ted ·graves .Of those Wh(..) . 
died_. in the early. pioneering days ·liefore cemet~:t<ies ·had 
established ·,in thj .. s or· that area; In the ea:rly squatt :tng day s, 
examp Le., wl~en a member of the· squatter's . famj,.ly .:.died 'I . of: 
men employed; the at at'Lcn , it· was a common enough prao t . to· 
bury the bocly in some quiet spot on the stat ion .. 

In the Wiirrmera District, there is a child of 
f'amily ,Longerenong St ion, buried near the homestead; 
adj pining st at . o r. 23right.on). near Dcoe n , the 
are.·. marked of t'1{0 .C . er children, aunt and ece , For years,, 
paddock within ·the. boundaries of the old Blackhea.th Station., 
were three wooden s marking t hree unnamed grave but the 
area has . ,ploug;he~ over, and no-one can tell exao ·tly where the , 
George .Bolton ... .. .... .·· .. . 

.' The. fl:rst. de in· t is, part· cappsiand was of· GeQrge · 
Bol ton .. 'Ea.gle, a. ·-young squat tar who 30/7/1846, e"Pt Hobs.or!'$ · 
Trara.lgon· .. Stat ion, ·,and, ,.,as btiriecl. q11 . t.he aas tern 'Qa,nk. of. ·t,he Tra.ralgo:r1 
Creek at i.ts: junction with t he J..1atrobe H · He was wi.th ·He-nry . 
Heyriok, and. ·the were wintering their flocks at Hobson! s Station . 
on th~ir way,·· to Glenmaggie az-ea , Eagle took ill and. clied :the· .. '< 

same day, T~~u~ Tra;r-algon, Historical Socie1uy marked the gra.ve re~ently 
with a memorial .stene, · 
Henr Meyrick,. 9 1847· 'and Ivirs. Deaaill;v, 1847 •. , . . .· .. , 

Strangely enough, the second death 'was 'that of Bolton Eagle's 
friend, Henry Heyrick, who was drowned in' the Thoms,on '.Rive-r·;· frdar. , · 
Sale, ·9/5/1s4.7, less than a yerJ.r :.nfter E_agle,', s. de at h , :Mrs.D.tisa:tl1yt'. 
the wife of the squatter therer, .. was darngerously.··lll•; and ·aeii·l.~!.-., · , 
:.1eyrick, who was a guest at the ~tat ion at tha'G•>t·im'e1 . .irit=l:tste[cf on · 
~oina:· for medical help. The Thom-son Rive.r· was swol~en :with f~(iqcl· 
waterl:l.1 and as :Meyrick attempted .t o Cl?QSS the ri.ver:·. en ·h:oi:-sebabl't,.: 
was swept away.· and. d.rovned , · , •• , .' . _. , .... ··. · .: .. ·, 

.·'.:.\::·.'Mr.s·,, Dess.illy died a few. days later and- both wer.e ·bur:t:ed: 
Mr.· Desailly.' a Station, Fulham, fl .. bout half a. mile fr.om ,t~c r~.vei~~ 

These trage.dies indicate the ¢1'.i:ffic\li'ties and. de.ngei~a · ·-. 
these·.·ea.rly pionee::s faced .. There were 'more tragedi~s .. foll,ow!9 
Hu .h Reoch 2 8. ls6t:L. · .. 

Hugh eoch , also appareritIv knovn as Hugh ~1..~och. rUtchell, , 
was drowned. in the Tarra raver, between Port Albert ~nd,<~a.rraYillt:r, · ...... 
28/8/1864. ills .graV.e weµld nb~-,strictly· ~pe,(;1.kiJlg·, )).e.: one, of ,::.the .. ~-~ 
"lone~y g rave s" since· this ·area \\Ta·~ .th·e. fi~st t¢\.mshi.~. ~rie!< of ·· 
Gippsland (1841) a'r.1(1· cn~;.s.t surely· ha.-ve had a· cemetery bl!.:rl864. , 

This Hugh.::~~()d1 .t s . th~ same tf!~m .v~·l~o travelled .. ;· ini;o '"' .......... I;'"'""'""· 
in 1844, \.Jith~<th~'. Hobson-Bennett .. pa.~~y in the j9t11;·n¢y ,. 
t·~rs.Ha:zel <Bennet· :fn,' her diary of 1844-~ , · 
i~harlFon ,Kjnchan,t1 abQut 1864. . . , .. ';•, . 

Hr. Cha.rl ton Kinchant .vas overseer of the, ;~Y~+'S St .. ~~iop-.d: At· 
this t iqte ;-- there w,e,s no brif!lgef '~ver 

4 
the·. ~_at robe Ht.ve,r :. ccmnecting 

Tyers with .. -T-rar~l[fA)n'.~ .. :-M,e. attreriip.t,ed ,·to ,cross th:e. :tia,.trtjbe· on ··t±t , lQg ~· 
but W~$ drown~d. ~ ~nd \~.as, . bti~-1$,d· in··: the o c,i~ i na 1 traral.g~n BU rial , 
· .rounc , on 'tn'~;, h:~f~: ~~~r~,(?.Ok~pt(.,tii~ T~aral.~o.n CJ·~~;·k, :.and naaz: · · 
pre se·nt;'-<ta>ilway yard~+··' · 1· , , · , ··; '·., · · , ·. · .. - 

~l i l liam ·Hi111e'r ·: IH,i.1 ·, s Cree.it;~. §.q~J.jb'b forest:.,.,:.•· ;·:>>: .. .. , . 
, ,,'.:/ i.rriam ·ft111t:er1· 0cq~ho:t:,¢re~ }1',it·· , .... i.col .. ·'rd'wn>;•··o·ft··.:.tbe· :$·cru't,)b1 .. · 

F'orest' Station, lived in. a·,.;nµ;t. on.)~:h~: .. banks·of· Bt.lly.Fs ,named· ·(' · 
after him. We do not know the date of his q~ath., .. b.u.t.: 
buried near h~s hut we ,p~·esume 'llfiS t~'0;ni-~~~·~at·1ve:;i;:y: 
in the si.'°t':tes'. · · · · 
Tom Sutt. 't.te- .. 1'toi1. ·Rue·h· Statio,n.: . 

·-T .·.· ate .. Mr:1iew. Vary in his· reminiscences oublished b1 the. 
11Morwel~-;:Adv·ert,.l:sef-.";J>f the 27th.;August·,1942,has t'his·to s~Y.:: .. ·.·:, .. ' :. ': 

HWhen my fa·t.her: :bo]lgh_t., Merto.n :Rush 1ri··1870, there·· we.s o'ne' bay . . 
horse there.,brand.ed T .s. on the shoulder .. It had been owned by Tom 
Sutton., who had d'ied at the station,and was ried the 

ock :\"ard and the homasb\\Anrr 

!he . LonelY, Graves._ 
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Saffon,. A Pioneer's Gr~_xe i .:.Blanket :Hi::ll9··~:Licc:la Ro~d. 
On the road t hat · leads no~th ·rto.m Ros~·dale, ·through Hayfield, 

past the Glenmaggie Reservoir and on to' Lic-ola .. ··or rat.her, beside 
this .road , Ls a grave' stmply marked by a fence enc l.o s rng it and a 
notice reading' "Saffonr A Pi·onee:.:-• Gre~ven .. ?ew pe epl,e know the 
circumstances of how this grave came to be "'i;he:re .. T\'IO yt.;ars ago, 
the Morwell Historical So c f e t v asked. fo:r the 'a.ssistan(~e of the 
A .. B.C .. re broadcasting statton, 3G'I, in .se ek i ng information 
about this piece -0f Gippsland's history., · 

Mr" L, De )~~ada of Myrtlebanlc, vf.a .;.'. heard tht.~ appeal f6r 
information and put us in t ouch with Mrs. .. _·A!' Quirlt, 3.1 Foster .St. 
Naffray whose hµ,.sband was. _a grandson of... ma_~"buried Blanket· 
Hill, Will S~ffon'1 . . . 

Wtlliam Saf.fon l:l.ved. at Tarra.ville, possibly in the fir~rt 
decade of that townsh:l.p~s existence. During the gold rush days, 
which means sometime after 1851, he went pros.peoting for gold in 
th~ ... :fanges north of Heyf~eld. When he clia:·· nol; .. :i~etti.rn, a· sear-ch 
part-ti was sent out to .look. ··.for :him, and found)1i.m dead at. the spot 
whez-e he now' bur'Led.. His faithful,old ·dog was :gua.rding the body, 
and bad· .be shot bef'ore. ·the search party coud.d z-ecove r it~ Stnce 
there.;.·:were: d10 roads, and.. t:h.-e coun!t .ry. :s.ide .vas .. · very rugged, th~ pe~rty · 
d'.·~a'(ix1ed tlt ·was··=·1mpo.:a!tibl.e .. to ieti.rry. the body Mok, to civi:ttzation,.. 
They.~wrapped the ·rarnait1s of Wi:lliam. Sa"f.fon · 1n hd s. .. blanket an.d· . 
buried him the.re.' The place is still known as Blanke:tt. •' . : .. 

:!• • Mrs. Quirk was able .t o . produce for. us her ~other·-:ln'?.i~w.~ ~;} 
;nar.riage cert i..fi.ca:te, -\ihlch ~:rtli:~ntica.·t·es he!'· ·st')-~y_. . .:a-ml::· -a~:... . .:-...: ... 
further· va1uab1e· :tnformation.: Jlefe iirff the d·et·a1rs· , the 
marriage certifio~te. · 1 

• • •. : ;. •. ·:· <:-: · .·, ·· 
.. . . • "' : : . ~ ~ .. :. . • ' . . • ~. . ; '~l ;.. ~ 

Thomas Quirk~,J J2.2 1 .. ~1as .. m.ar.ried ... to Hanna Saff·on, 16 ~· at .s 8..le;j, ·. 
according t o ,the ri.t1aBi of. :Roma:nr Catho-l:tc · Churchp .6/10/1862 ..• ; .. ·.·, ~· · 

· . . Thomas· 'Qu:rrk, bac-helor10.f.: Sala,- born . Borri.sokant1, ... 
Tippe:di~y~·· I:ieland, .i·n 1840., . .-t-he son of <~atherj:ne 
Quirk (11e e R~ il ey) • · · ·· 

Hanna $:0.ffon,:" sptnst er-, of Ta.rrav 
G ipps.land , .. t,he daught.af of: William Saff-0n 
/ o rd } ~ · Si no e she was a . m'i-no·r, onl~r 
writ ten consent of. he r mother tc( i~he m&rr:i.e-~.e,; -, ;"( · 

The officiating clergyman,we.s Fat.hi3r ~fohn McGirx:}j··.,~"ld .PJ1e,, .... 
two witnesses were Thomas Shean. and Jo}ln Murphy.~- .... :r:-,·:~t,;.;p;.t.z~~~i.::,~.~ . .:.....:;..~~,:~ .... 

·i~;:~ . '.i.: - .... ~~-·=~Ii~-~~(~ 1 ...... ', ~.1' •.• 

· T.he first: ·Q.o:t~~field ih Gipp§~·~n<-t, \.ias: th~t.:' . 
Since it was. tr,i&~ ~O:~l1er · o_f Hanna: S.aff:Qn~ who g~v.e 
po.rental. ··c~n~f3·~,~~:.·t.,~ · t~.Et,. ~r,ri~e ·in J86? '· .. ·we ·.c;.. •. o;;;>~.;1,u•i;;;._. 

father had:. d1e?-'~ ;>et~>re ·.:.tb.~~-, . ·~1;, .somet · o.e·tweei;. 18?:2 
. Willian;. ·ana E~tlen. Saffti1t had ch1ld:ren 

another 'daJJght:e"rf'C'.a··~herine,. who . 
James, who was kill·ed .. in ~1agon · The widow, Ellen Saffon, ter 
a mall-. named·: .P.~nd:~r .. ·,.! .•. j • . : . •• 

T,tl~re ,d~: not . seem ·t.~ ·'.be ·any: .. descend.a,11ts o.f. Will Saffon·· · 
bearipg that ,nam,.,. bu.t .tbroµsh Hanna Qu:trk·,. we now have fifth·:-·. 
g·.meratid.µ de.s.oeridan'ts $till:.! li"1ing ~Ln G.ippsland. The Qu ft:Mdly 
has prQdUOfJd no.tabl~ ~portsmen, ::part:teularly j.n football with f · 

represe11t·a.t ives iri ·the· '·teams of Morwell and othe1• Ii; Bryan 
(Ju irk, who now :play"s for Car~to~1 ~n ~h~~ I"~e+..llou is a 
grea.t-great-gr~l;ldson . · .W#:U.~'-a~t:Q.~-!11··:'. -th.i--:~:atl- Blanket 
Hill.·.-He~.e .. ·.1'.-is· a·1 bfl-~f family tree::.':· ·.:' -~ .. '; .. . , ... 

• • • I ' # ! ;:, 

w11~i~-·~ar.tp,~~ (p~rl1aps"1810-iss4)i~·~:bried about 1840,.. . : : ·:i .... .- 
L'· . ·. i .. : Ellen Ford, 1612-1899~ · . x .. .,,_,: 
: ' . , r .. ··:·: C .. 

Hanna Saffon (1846- ) married 1862, Thomas Qu.irk:; born _ 
'i Bo1·risoka.ne Tippara.~-y.'l 1-rel.a.nd ,:.: -1840 •1-· -~-· ~ ,· :..:~0 ... :_:~ - . ! : . . . .. . , .. , . f : '. 
; .. . . • ; ·. ! . • .• • ·- . • • . 

Willtam.Qui;rk,1a76~1946, ' . ·" . 
' Francis 

married· 
f 



41e'.rdo~:·n.ot know: bQvi mp.ny people :¥~,w~ ... t;~ried· .at Shady 
Cemetery - pe rhaps as many as twentjr, perhaps only half a· 
but we do know the dates of death of four people who were 
there.. They a,re :· 

. 8/ 4/1860.· .. Julia Costellc Brown, ·at!,sed 35 yea ra , wi of . Nicol Br&wn: . 
· 3/12/1860 .. ,. Isabella. Brown, a.,:~ed '~ :{e8.rs., daughter of Nicol 

Brown and .Ju L Br-ovn : 
2·J/lO/l868 ... W Laught on , matl.,~dr r, a:ed 23 yea:r.s1 

, · murde by Nicol Brown;, 
29 / ··;··,c6a ,.~. H H .. d. ~ It, ··.·· ,. ,~ .., 1s , ?,. ...1..cJ :J., .,..~ ... r .. · enry .. aa en., 8.:~Sl1 ,,L..L years9 ~·1a..1.ne...t _ 

fi t 01' .. 

r~icol Bro-·v1n was one of, first co-ho l.dez-s of Sc rubby 
t'Oi:';z:st Station, 'tal·dr1g up the..t run< about 1850, with \'Jill ia~1i r:~ ·1 ~ 

(after whom Billy's C;reek is named ) , He a.Lso conduct the 'ho·tel.~ · 
or inn . "Drovers t. Hest '; at Shady Creole" 

t had been. surveyed fx-prn Melbourne to Sale 
1847, but lorn sections it -was no than a·.rough, 

,·track.,, Bishop P~~rry and Mrs. Perry travel &long ·that 
1849, 'esc ed by black troopers. ,A proper road was ·not' 
until ,l86~i, when coaches could do the f\J.ll journey in 
I'e rhaps :tr~ is sxF>,,ggeration to call it a · "pr-ope r 
hor-ce s sone t ; ;:; sarik ·to their bellie~ in ~ coaches 
bogr;ed, one sect ion was known for ye,ars ;as u tha 

Shady Creek reached its peak as a township 
addition to its hot~l and sheep yards, :tt acquired 
and police st-at io1i.. is glory was shor:t--llved', s i no e 
wldch vas put through in 1877-1879, followed ·_~:c slightly 
route, more to the south, and Shady Creek, along wi!;h it;.:~ 
townships a.Leng the Old Coach Road, Brandy Creek, Wh:l:3ky 
Bu kn Bu.l.n , came Lao Lat ed and sank Lnt o obl i 

. It 'is nr-obab l,e that the ext r eme limit: 
~reel-c c ery ( tf. a cemetery can have a 
1880, with a ·short·er pr riod 1 1860~to,1880 · 

:./ i 11 iaf~.~~J:auih ~ .. £!1.:t ~· or ~.~i 1iY.,1._ the . , Po st man). c 

.. . In those day s, the ,mail ··was ··brought f1~om 
t 1"'avellin.3 the Old Coach Road to Sale .. Shady Creek 
st oppf.ng places, where passengers ccuLd t ake .a rn.eal . or 
the night. The mail· for places off the· be at en tr'ack ; :·p1ace,s 
~'/alhalla, w;:,.s carried to and from these staging p l ac 
on horse-back: .. Billy the Postman was such a ma:l.lman, 
;:~hady CreetE - Walhalla line of communication •..... , 

, ' Nz co L Brown became jealous o'f t he attent'ions 
second wife wa.s ,paying "to· this young postman,, and 
resented his wife ,en~:· morning, pinning a .ravour 
he set off on the mail run to Walhalla. 'rhen ~he, po 
that evenmg , and while he was groo~ing, his hor-se , 
appeared at the, door-: of the s:tabl·fl1~ ,~ii t'fi:\:a, gun , and 

mark "S · · · · · • · .. .. ,..,. .· · B"' 11· .,., · hot' -. t. .. · re . , ... ··. , , ~. a.y ~: prayerl!S~ ... i, }I ,~ S'., , yne, 
from his· wounds a~ .hour's: later. ·. . .. ' . . · . . . . ... . 

, B.~own w.s:.s ar:~ested by a · porlcen1a11 ,, J;rou~!ht fr,6Pt .. . ' 
one. of ·,tl1e drovers, Rowley•:.· arid Jit ·.·a·: CQµrt hele1 ;.,i,~.~r. . (· 
the:·:n~xt' year., was ··se·ntenot=Jd -&o,~ life,. 'fmpr:~~o~xnen~ (2,Q :::ie.::.1,r~J. 
was released after J3erving nineteen:,years, on "t he occas Ion of C!ue~r.. 
Victoria's Jubilee ) .. [?ff(. ~rt ,:t.r; .:;~~\i,.;J1~;went:::{§Old-minb1g~tn, 
\_iestern Australia,· r.·i.d'.:: his fo·rturiE.'>: th~.r.e,. and re tu rned to l 
at Uosedale with hi~ wife and, son. In 1895, he had the 
his first wife a;r}d .h i e daughter taken fi"om Shady,.:Cfe'ek 
at Rosedalee · · · . .. 

A copy of ·t}.ie 'death cert''lfice,te of \hlliam Laugh t cn . 
that he was born at Liverpool, Engl(l.nd,, :th.'::lt. the :re'gist~1~a.r; of 
deaths was Charles Gadd (Dist ri.Qt o.f.. Ruase.Ll, "s G::i."'e:)ek, Colony 
Victoxta.), tha,t the ,.coroner was Henry Luke Rosedal'e'· 
unde:t~~·e .. kt:n''· \tras (~ · ·Ba~d-te}". John O'Connor ,fto:-.:-:edale.~: 
const.hble:, was the iceman who handled the ca,se,, 

, ek .. C emert.e 



Dr. · Henr:r: .. HaddeD.:,_ 
Dr. Henry Hadden, as a young doctor, was in Ireland during 

. the famine and the sicknessef'. suffered by t he Irish in the "hungry 
forties" .. He was the :first doctor to establish a practice :S~n 
\i/alhalla, and as such, he figures largely in the story told by the 
Walhalla school-teacher, Henry Th;dall21 of the small-pox outbreak at ~alhalla in 1868. · 

Dre Hadden was travellin0 in Melbourne on the 
night of the 29th. May, 1869, when the coach pulled up at the 
staging inn at. the Crossover turn-off, Melbourne Road, The other 
passengers alighted refreshments, and after a little t:f.met 
noticed that the doctor was not with them. Someone returned to the 
coach, and found him lying dead on t~e straw on the floor of the· 
coach. Presumably he had died quietly of heart fai1ure during the 
journey, and th~ body had slipped to the :floor$1 as the other 
paS)$engers alighted. In those days, the coaches were not lt~hted ... 
It fs interesting to learn that as a result of this incident, 
a lamp was fixed at the back of every coach in such a that its 
light shone through a window into the passengers' ca.bin& 

The death certificate shows that Dr. Hadden was born in Wexford, Ireland, and had been in Australia, 14 years. 
His tombstone the only one in Shady Creek Cem~tery, which, except for this one land-mark, has reverted to bush land, 

indistinguishable from the surrounding forest • 
.i\eminiscences of Mrs. Jes:sie B. '.Iarrison J.n~ Login), 1930. 

The followit" .. g extract from the reminiscences of this writer, a daughter of Gippsland's pioneering Presbyterian minister, Rev. 
William Spence Login, is taken from an article in 11The Bairnsdale 
Historical Society Newslett.er,August-Sept,ember, 1966 ". 

"One coach journey stands out pre-eminently in my memory. 
Ue were prepared fer any emergency in the way of robbers and bush­ 
rangers; but we reached Shady Creek withcmt mishap, and there we 
spent the night. It was an eerie place -- a mur-de r had been committed 
there the previous week at the hotel or shanty where we were staying. 
Long before sunset, the .gloomy shade of great tree;;s darkened every- 
thing most lugu.briously. OU.t' rest was distu broken- 
hearted sobs of a. woman i1'1 the next room .,,.. our haurrt i n-, thou3'hts 
of the murdered and the murderer·., be of whom had ved here" 

:.;rs. Julia Cos·tello Browr1. 
In th.e. 0Gippsland Guardian" for the 20th.April, 1860, 

occurs the f'o l.Low Irr; obituary notice: 
"On the Bt h , inst. at Shady Creek, Gippslan1, .Juliet,. the 

beloved wife of Nicol Brown, aged 30 years." 
The cause of death is not indicated. There is also a 

discrepancy between the age given here (30) and that inscribed on 
the tombstone (35), erect much later in the Rosedale Cemetery. 
The 11osedale Cemetery records show that the re-burial took pl.J.ca, 
on the 19th. July, .1895, thirty-five years after her death. 
It is a coincidence that this period, 35 years, happens to be the 
same as the age given on the tombstone$ It is said that the re- 
burial was not at all a private af'f'ad r , a public ceremony 
carried out with all the pomp and trappings, dig.nity and solemnity 
of such occasions. in· those more ceremonious days. 
Isabella Brown. 

' The''Gippsland. Ouard Lan" of the Lt h , November, 1860, tells 
us of the tragedy of this little girl.. The obituary notice reads: 

"On the 3rd.November, 1.860, Isabella Brown, aged 4 years, 
from the effects of being scalded by the overturning of a 
bucke't of hot water .. n 

A further note in the paper informs us that she was "the 
eldest child" of Mr. Nicol Brown, and that the accident occurred 
whe_p.. she .and her little brother were pl:iying, unattended, in the 
kitchen. She died after 24 bour-s su:fferin;~. 

'""'·~~ 
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