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; le township of Baolarm is aituated on the Eorwell River, '

12 milea south of Morwell, and it. serves & wide area that ineluded 5
Budgeres, Darlimurla and Mirboo ‘Bast: i The township began in. 1884, when
a railway:line from Morwell to Mirboo: Eorth wag constructed. and a zs%;atien
established there at the Mthe 12 mile peg! from Morwell.: - The name is
abarigmal, -supposedly taken. from the language of the namvea there, the
Wunman. iﬂnbe& a. sub--branch of.. the great Briakalong Tribe of Gippsland.
The word medns "plenty" or "abundance" and was firvst applied.to the area
generally hefere being adopted as. the ndiie of the 'u‘;awnship in 1884.

* The first white men to’ traverse the Baolaxra. area Were ‘i:he

membez-s ef ’che Strzelecki Exploration Party, in 1840, - The party - s
consisted of ‘Strzelecki, James Macarthur, James Riley, and Strzelecki's

fersonal servant, together with Macarthur's black boy, Charlie Tam. S

The Tarra River, and -hence Tarraville and the Tarra Valléy, were: ‘named

later, after this fine" bls.ck:feﬁw, an mvaluable man an this a,n& ather
’explom.ng ameya). TR o

I ?Qsaibl;y t.he next man to’ visa.t "bhe a.rea was Charles James e
Tyexs, the Fivat Commissioner of Landa for prpsland, who . under‘kook his
tagk with great emergy, clliigently surveying the area from the moment he
took ‘up- his duties in January, 1844. No=one knows for sure who named
the Harwa -1 Rwer, but Tyers was the first to use ﬁha name -and’ this points
. to him beitig the urigin&tcr. It seems likely that a high wall of rock -
 constituting one bank of the’ riter in the vicinity of Budgeree, reminded .
Tyers of the Morwell Rocks, a section of the ‘bank of the Tamar River in -

England, a few miles upstream from Plymouth. — Before ‘coming to Australia, ;

Tyers was in the British Navy, serving most af the time in the English’
Channel, :Since Morwellham, Devon, neds: the Morwell Rocks was a river o
port ‘in those days, it is probable that Tyers viaitaa tha plaee on"
several Occasmns.

“'The first squatters to settle in this part of Ga.ppslam

- were Edwaré Hobson ‘at Traralgon in 1844, William Bennett, as & partner

- of A.E. Bmdrd.bb, ‘at Hazelwood in 1844, and Thomas Gorringe at Maryvale
in 1845, . Theése stations -did not-reach as far gouth or west as Boolarra,

whichy dn- facs%, was, hever at any stage a part of any squatting stations .

We-can assume, however,: that from:1844 onwards, men from: these near=by
stations, and surveya:ra o local explcrara, a‘h times reamed thxmgh ﬁhe
Boolarra areas ~

Tg _A_rr___ival of the Se‘htlers.‘ v (A.n account givm in “News and Views“)

 (The following account of the early history of Boolarra was
by the pupils of Boolarra ‘School, 4in.1951, directed by. their
head teacher, Mr, A, Schmdﬁ, and issued in two publications of their .
newspaper, "News and Views", datac}. May, 1951 and August, 1951, This
.was apparently to mark the twofold. Qentenary celebratad in tha‘t year - S
“the establishment of Victoria as a ‘separaté co}.on;sr in'1851, and the ... .
disaovery of gelﬁ An V:z.etor:x.a, 1851, :

Some of the puplls contnbu‘hmg ’60 thm school paper were
Robert Caldwell, M. Cluning, Bill Baillie, Jean Gibson, Dick Robinson,
Pat Gleeson, Marie Pe*ber, Myma Eira’h, B:Lll Bennett, Tom thtle, Joan
Witham and ian Banner.

~ The compllers apecially thanked Mrs, Arthur Morrow of '
"Woodleigh, lire E. Penaluna, Cr, Alan Hall, Mrs. Mauer and. Mr. C. Briggs .
for their help in supplying informations N
~ The first white man %o see. tb;x.s part of the ooun'bry Was ’che
_«explorer, Count Strzelecki. Cubting his way through theé serub, he eamé
" upon the Morwell River and crossed it close to the spot where Fox's
Bridge stands foday. (M:t‘. J.D. Seymour's research supplied .this .
information). '

There is evidence that the natives chipped their s’bona axes
from ‘the rocks along the Morwell River. No doubt, they feasted too. on
the black f:x.sh Which were plent:.:ﬁ'ul m the stream&. ‘

; Qhe honou:c of being the fi;r:st white aettler or aelector in '
the Baolarra area falls to Myr. W.H. Penaluna, who arrived in 1878.
Apparently Mr, Pemaluna walked to Boolarra from Morwell, carrying his
swag, though he may have had a pack-horse too. He probably acquired his
dray, three years later, when he brought his bride to the home he had
built beside the Morwell River.
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Yr, Penaluna selected the .’i.azia. whmh is s‘%:ill knovn as the
Penaluna Bstate, and which is now occupied by his son, Mr, Ed. Pemaluna. -

o Mr.ed ohn Kemp was.the second selector, arriving later in the
same year, 18‘78. ‘He.was accompanied by his son, Will Kemp, For the
time being, Mrs. K@mp remained in Ballarat with 'i:he younger members of her
family of twelvee The. third family to arrive was the Morrew family, and
E?rs. iicrrcm ean. e:lai;:; %o be the first white woman teo live af Bae]awa;

‘Othevs amongst the earlisst selectors weve W,H,G, Payne,’ ﬁaiu o
i’e‘ctavel, Haw Vilson and John Hall, at Budgereey Thos, Collier, Mary -
Stockbton, W, Prinvese and Jane Black, at Boolarra South; and Thos, Bastin
of mrboo Bagt,: 8till others to arrive in the early months of settle~
ment were families by the name of Earl, O'Reilly, €lark, Maher, MeFhee,
Rickman, Manten, Duck, O'Shannesay, Amiet, Lawlese, Scanlon, Tucker, ..
Stewart, Ridgewsy, Bigelow, Cahir, Murphy, Lamb, K@ya, ﬁulmaney, Eopkzim,
O?Gmsﬁy, limring; and many more,

A township begen to grow when the mm&y was ’W%l“? fram ﬁm@u
in 1885, - Mr, John Robb was the engineer in charge of the wnstmm::im,
State school was opened in 1884, and about the same time, Ridgeway and -
Bigelow cpazxed the first store, and W.H, Penaluna built "The Sett] J
Hotel", . Mr, Pat Murray drove the first trains to¢ Boo rrd i 1885; ii: w&ﬁs
a yea:r' 1atex:~ befers *the line reached Hirboo Har%h, o

. " The main industry before 1890, a@ar’b from. f; waa i;irabﬁ%‘!r
eutt:mgg ; Pa,iings and b;@gkv:eeci 1@@&, baish ,,,,, grea‘b gﬂma,nd wsre 1Qade;1 a;l:
B@ﬁlma Statmr; for tr 'ngpart i:a Malbmmm ir SRR

?mt merely i‘ay pm:ivate usa, iri g
~The one ganeral store in thsa t@:&mshi}?, @@n@zemg by R:.cigmy

Wy Wwas sol hd Murphy, who carried:en business where.

fe now staﬁda.. : ﬂi;*, Alex Lam was the first butcher, . In addiﬁj,en

‘Eg Penéluna s Hotel, two bther hotels weré opened in the 1880'3 Ty G:Lark’s

Club Hotel, and Maheér's Railway Hotel, o

. Constable Alex Nillar was the first policeman. statﬁ.@ned at
Boolarra, The nearest doctors, until Dr, Moir arrived in Morwell in.
1890, War@ “from fer’ty to pixty miles’ awgy at Warragul.and at Sale, . ...
Er» -’I@m Kenp peleeted land about thvee or four miles au*s of
Bool : eal his gelection "Windsor Park!, but $he: name dis not - -
relate ‘&w any Engiwh cagble, It seems to hamimem derived frem a g&am
of & man, Bi;.ly Wiadsw. 6 feet 'L'all, and-18.gbene in W&:}.@%, . He bhecame -
quite well known for his skill in shooting ‘ahe wild eattle on t&w Sc-» A
Forest Sta‘sion at Tinnar,

" When Mr, Kemp arrived on h:.s aelec'bmn, . éicked gm:t; a 3.a.rge
ftree awut 12 feet threugh at the butt, and felled it, . The énds regted .
‘en the ground, but under the middle, thére was a a.epmss;i@n up- to three .
“feet deepy A But was built ab ‘bhis log, and the men's bunks were 1@6@&
under the log, se that they would be pmtecﬁed. from eny other ‘falliﬁ%‘ B
~timber, A spring nearwby supplied water. In the' fm year, se oral mee
were cleared and the timber burnt off, - A dug=out was made near the hut and
<for three nights, while the burning-off was in pmgress, the mem slept there,
(}rass was sovn and a few -cows bought,

“From the dishes of milk ae't along the- shelves of. %he aam, i;ha

crean was akixmeﬁ ‘made into butter, packed into pouhds, oax*ked by pack .
horse to the neareet station md sol& in Melbmmw for 4& a pound '

W

over unmade, baggy roads, On-one acaa.sim, it teék Bob ﬂarmw three waekg
to travel the six miles from Yinnar to ‘Boolarrd, ,Supplxea haa mn @ut ai;
home,and his son had to ge gut te meet the team and i -
sugar and flour for the family te live, Some settlers, like N, |
had the daily task of sledging the milk across the river o the crea
conducted near Beamish's cormer by Mr, GW@S -Fox, ‘who later purc&xaa@é
cellyer*a farm,

Boolarra sufferéd with the r@sﬁ: of @;Lypsla«nd in '&he disastrous
fires o:f' 1898, when hundreds of homas and ‘thousands of ca*ttle were los%:,@
Yet some little good came from the evill. Large areas of scrub were
cleared away by ‘bhe fire, and ’cl}.e soil v:as enricheﬁ by the surface layer ,
of ash. : , 4




5 ‘ % the, Danis] ,vf:i.rm of Eeyman sent
o:xt,an nrvestlgator ta f’f_‘nd sui'table loeala.’c:.as fc:f: bu‘cter fa.c‘borieé}.
Boolarra was one town seledted and Port Albert was another, Before
the énd of the year, the faotory had been established and’ ogerations .
had commenced. The fine building which was erected at that time was
destroyed by fire in 1905, Hebuilding was eoxmnencea mmeémately and
business was vesumed after a short delay. S

The first nanager appcim:ed was, Mr. S:;.egfme& H&xfftmanm.
H:Ls auccessox' was Mr, J. (tt’el.‘tin, who stayec‘i for some years. Later
Mo Prior beeame manager, arriving early in 1917.

6 A minor vevolution had taken. fplace in the 6&11‘3’3.11&‘ ‘Andustry.
Farmers 'bough‘b home~separators, which gave them a quicker method of v
producing cream, than the old skimepan method, or the old system of
taking their milk to creameries, - They could theén sell their cream
to the butter factory instead of making the butter themselves. Yore
time meant more money, as they developed their farms, cleared more
areas, sowed more grass, bought more cows, built sheds and fences, '
and’ .even extended their activities t¢ cutting palings.

The Chu gchgg

 The ?resby'terlan Chuxrch was built in 18‘8’5, the fz.rst chureh
in Bocf’larra. It was also used to accommodate the Stai:e sc;hool in *I:ha,-;;
first years

- The Methodist Church was erected in 1905 on. prayerty ovmed
by Mr. Penaltna., It was moved to its present site in 1929, when the
Country Roads Board constructed the MorwellmBoo}arra Road over the '
spot where the Church had stood. Cwes e

The Romam Catholic Church was built in 19(57 . tm its prasent
site, and free of deb‘b. ‘

‘The Church ef Engxaad was erected in 19‘!1. "

tme mgcg@gcs Iggti‘bg;te e

The Mechanics Hall was buzalt in 1905, when 445 opening,
on the 1st March, 1905, was celebrated by a 'Grand Concert and Dance'.
The first trustees of the new hall were Messrs, Latter, Christian and
Morrow, and the first secretary was the haadd:eaohen of d;he S%ate ?
school, Mr, James Bell, T A -

under- the care: of‘ Mre W. Christ:.an and. o‘tb;er voluntaer helpex's.

The’ P“ogggﬁ §@&atw@? s R

A Progress Association was started, holding xts fix-et meetmg
on the 26%:;21 September, 1906. " Mr. D.T, Latter was elected President, and
Mr, N.H, Christikn, Secretary., ‘Hosbrs. Scamlan, Crellin and Beasley .
followed Mr, Latter as presidents, and later secrebaries, successors to
Mr. Ghm.aman, were NMessrs. Ketels, lathers and ‘Small.

- Hrs. W, Hlbbins of Boolamc-a has a photogra.ph of the men who
attended the first meeting of the Boolarra Progress Association, (taken
by Seaton Photos, Mirbos).. The:m are 55 men in the pho’so, af Whom we
can' id,entlfy the fcllmag i ; : :

Fgogb ng Mosirs, Bill Hﬁalh,day, Lou Snowden, John Ha&demr, Lom E{iwards,
T James W, Bell (the schaol»teacher) s We ‘l’horburn, G. Bastin,
L G. Wai:san. ‘ S P o
§g Q B_gw. Ifiessrs. Fic‘naren, Hartma.nn, J’ . Barry, H,, Chrisﬁmn, D. Lai:ter,
B fi&thers, o o L S
Thﬁ'" 'd ‘Rw“: ﬁessrs. Ph:x.l Smith Bill Cumm:z.ns, Walsh, Jc}hnston, Bob Kemp,
O'Grady, Beclcerton, Re Marraw, T. Scanlon, etels.

s! . giil ‘fi" NN e . . v
Back ch* o I\’iassrs. “Chris Neilson, Noviwin Smith, Donald Stmrar‘&, Peter
Plsem, Bill Stewart, Martin Duggan, Bill ﬁuirooney, E, Figher.
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Boolarra State School, No. 26

* The- $¢hool began in October, 1884, wiﬁﬁ ‘John Irving transg-""-
ferring from the Morwell School to be the first teacher, .. In the.period.
from 1884 to 192&, the schogl had only three head teachers = John Irving,
until his death in’ 1894, Miss Harriet Preston, until her death in 1898, .
and ﬁam:”fBell, Who stay d‘fbr the remarkably long txma of 23 years,l ‘
1898 t0’ %21.“ ' ‘ '

cor b The schaol-has had %hree locatlons. For nearly a year: it N
haa a miagrabie -existence: in a. temporary hut on low ground.. This shed
was owned by a Mr, Hutton of Morwell. who-had used.it to conduct a
general store, serving the temporary. pupulatien of railway workers as
they budli the line thrgugh Bodlarra, ‘John Irving had this to say about
the temporary school buildings, in a letter ‘to the Départment, dated
25/6/1885: "'he building consists of two rooms. One, the school=room,
ig-built of slabs. The floor is on the ground, which after rain, is
covered . with a sheet:of stagnant water, the odour of which comes up.
through- the openings between the boards. It is intensely cold, and
altogether unfit for human beings during wintry weather. The other -
room is a lean«b6 with a wooden chimmey and without a floor.. The
approaches to.the school are’ nothing but & plain of mud, knee~deep,
right up to the door.  The: chlldren sometimes lose their boots in it",

When the fine, new Presbyterian Chiurch was built in 1885, _
(completed in August}, the church committee allowed the school to .
transfer there. = School was held there for over four years, until,
eariy in 1890, a schoel aud a fbururoomed resldence were erected on the -
present ‘site. =

The following is the list of headmteachers who have hagd
eharg@ of’ Boolarra State School

1884 - 48940';'1»33‘2&11 Irving = o
1894 = 1898¢eessMiss Harriet Preston

iy 1898 - 1921&-4&"‘78331@8 Bell

v 1921 Lo 19300-00:“.11113131 G‘n D&WSQ!’I‘ \TOh.ﬁ Ao TOllid&y
1930 = 1938+¢.0.J0hn A, Tolliday; William &, Gangell; James E, Hall
1938 = 1951 essssdames E, Hall; William M, Fair; Harold J. Barnett;

August Schmidb
1951 1954”...August SChIﬂldt Janes Db I‘T&l’ﬁi@i‘ﬂﬁ
1954 R 1957'&0»&3%3 D& Naﬂkems
' 9 958 = 1961).:,«;1EI'5.€§ Ws Mi‘tohell

1964 v 196640 0 o o Wilkianm MeIntyre
1967 s0eseesseasssAlbert Victor Ainge

v+ The staff of the school in 1966 consisted of Mr. McIntyre
(head teacher), Mr., John Pascoe, Mr. John Wall, Miss Janice Skeels, and
Miss Lyn Steele.

\\\\\\

~ For 1967, there has been a complete change—cver, the new
gtaff being Mr. ‘Ainge (Lead-teacher); Mr. Ken Smith, Mrs. Jean Bobinson,
Miss Margare% Douglas, and Hias Darreli Woad._

?he Schqﬂl's ”News and Vmews“ pabllcaticn af ?951 adds the
following informaticn.

. e, Bell’s staff varmed frcm one assistant to a gewing- . -
mlstress or junior teacher.. Ogcasionally, however, there was: a Junior.
teacher as well as an assistant teacher, as for example, when Miss

Moorhouse (now lMrs, F. Primrose) was the assistant and lMiss J. Bastin .
{now Mre, A, Lamb) was the Jjunior teacher. Mps. Primrose remembers -
well “thé gallery rooms which were popular in those daySe. Mr, C. Briggs,
a pupil in the first decade of the century, recalls the "Black Hole",

the dungeon, or store-room, wherenaughty boys were sent for punishment.
Other pupils tell of clearing the stumps from the school grounds, ad
the winning of the A.N.A. Prize one year for the most 1mproved schoal»

’ graund‘. SIS o . "o - * I BRCERE « s‘r ":' d‘

; The present infant raom at the scheol was denea on the
Sth February, 1912, Mr, Latter was then President of the School .. }
Gommmttee, the other members bemng heasrs. Primrase, Boyd, Bdmarﬁgd; o
Glarenshaw anﬁ.Mathers. : . e

Sdhocl enrolmﬁnts have 1ncreased from 30 in the first year to
over 90 in 1909, This year, 1967, it is 131. ‘ S .
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Statgégggsters and Postmastere

One of the ea%llest thﬁaﬁﬂmaaﬁﬁfs was Mr, Gliddon, an
active pioneer of the Methodist Church at Boolaira, The railway
gates were kept by lMrs. O'Rourke. - The railway station under lr.
Austin, who planted the trees now adorning the station yard, won the
prize for the best—kept stat¢on 1n two cenwecutzve years, about 1910,
1911. : e R

Until 1908, the railway=-station was also the postnoffice,
but at the request of the irogresg Association, in December, 1907,
the PJM.G.'s Department decided te establish a contract office in
Boolarra., Material from the old hall was used o build this office.
Mr. T, Scanlon was the first posimaster here, in 1909, the Post Office
was burnt~ddwh and the present building was erecied to take its place.
Miss V. Ketels succeeded Mr., Scanlon and centinued as postmistress into
the early twenties, when she was folloved by Mr. R. Jomes. Mr. Joes
held the post for 29 years.

The earliest controller of the mails for Boolarra was lir.
Bigelow, the part owner of the flrst general sbore. Perhaps he
conducted the little post~off1ce ‘business before the railway came through,
and for gometime after. - The list of persons holding the dual posts of
postmmaster, station-master stands, at preseni, as follows :

1895.0.00‘01:.9-..-o.Wch Murphy
1897000000:90;:.00;‘».&9 0tRourke
1898-u-u...m"o.hrsa Emma L, Subton
1901 =1 9060 tvesvoweclrank Gl:l,d&on

- Then, the two posts were separated, Pooﬁmasters or post=
mistresses from then were Mr, T. Scanlon (approx. 1907-1909); Fred Ketels,
19105 Miss Violet Ketels (approx 1911~ 4924) and Mr. R. Jones, 1924=1953.

The Fi L owm, Surve ‘
The flrst survey’ of a township at Boolarra was made in 1884,

the plan bearing the signatures of John Lardner, A551stant—8urveyor,
26/)/1884, and M, Callander, Distriect Surveyor, 17/1/1884.,

.On the railway station side, that is, west of the line, the
map shows a Police Reserve, and a block, whose allotments were held by
Jo Pitgpatrick, J.C. Hutton, R. McPhee, Bank of Australasia, J. English,
P, Clarke, A. Norton, D,T. Latter, T, Funstan, Thos. Scanlon, and He &.A.
Heyman, : : <
' The rest of the township was laid out on the eastern side of
the line. The most northerly, single, triangsular block was held by W.
H, Penaluna., The next two blocks south of this one shows Block C with
allotments taken by J. Maher, E. Kellcher, W,M.X, Vale, C.S. Bigelow,
and a reservation for *public buildings!, and Block D reserved fbr a
Mechanics Institute. Then come the following :

'Block EeeesesHoWeGo Payne, Church of England, W.,E. Morris and W.M.K, Vale

Block FaseeeoWoll K, Vale, Presbyterian Church, Jas. Kelly, J.E. Phillips,
- F.C, Samner, and Robt. Barnes, .

Block Gesesesedas. Kelly, E,J. Coleman, Anna Maria Smith.

The Boc;grra Cemetery

The records of the Cemm%@ry, now in the hands of the new
Secretary to the Trust, Cr. Alan Hall, have been very well kept.

. The first meeting of the Trust was held on 26th Sept. 1886,
the members being W.S. Guthrie, Chairman, W.F. 0'Grady, Secretary, P,
Clarke, Treasurer, and ¥essrs. Manton and Penaluna.

The first interment was that of Frederick Marandez, 12/3/1887,
aged 78 years, the father of Mrs. H,L. Pettavel, the second settler to
arrive in Budgeree. - The second wag that of the first President of the
Cemetery Trust, Mr. W.S. Guthrie, 1/7/1887, aged 50 years. Mr. Guthrie
died of preumonia., Donald MePhee, 12/7/18879 who died of heart failure,
aged 49 years, was the third and last turial for that year.

‘The records show an averdge of three burials a year for the
first twenty years. There were many deaths of babies and children,
some of the worst killers being pneumonia .and diptheria. Accidental
deaths listed include snake-bite, horse accidents, and tree-felling.



mhe Hxsuorv of Boolurra :

(as told in the Jubilee Cg;pllation of 1 ggg)

" The main timbers’ Le be found in thlq 1ocalltg are blackwood,
mountain ash, fiddleback, black bupt, messmate, musk, blue gum, and '
pittosporum, - The native birds 1nclud0 ﬁhe(lyra bird, the kookaburra,
yellow-breasted robin, parrots, tits, black cockatoos and galshs, The
main native animals are kangaroos and wallabies, ’

' Before the white man came to the district there were no
magpies, ‘sparrows or starlings, aud no foxes or rabbits. In the streamﬁ,
black flSh and -eels were ‘plentiful. ‘ '

, The land heve was fivst opened up by a land surveyor named .
Gallagher, who worked from Moe towards Baromi, near Mirboo North.
Pioneering first extended from Moe 1o the Tarwin River, and then, from
this belt, eastwards to Boolarra., Blocks of land were sold for £20
each, :

, The greatest of the early pioneers' problems was that of
transport and travel over bad roads, or traclzs, and through deep myd.
Frequently, wagons would be bogged for days. It is even said that on
one occasions, a man had to be rescued in Boclarra'ls main street., . Duck-
boards were laid down and he was prized cut of the mud. : :

The settlers themselves built the road from Yinnar {o,the
Tarwin River. The standard method of road building in those days was
to keep to the ridges as much as possible, but sometimes there was no.
alternative to using the lower stretches, and then the tracks degenerated
in winter into bottomless quagmires., In these low-lying parts, the
corduroy system of road building was used. Saplings were cut down and
laid side by side across muddy tracks. One of the earllest roadr B
contractors was & man named William Windsor.

First, the land had to be cleared, so the earliest industry -
was the timber industry. One blackwood tree from Mr., Irving's block
was sent to the London Exhibition, 1886. . Several sawmills were started,
the first one being located on the hill behind Stewart's place, and managed
by Messrs, Bdwards and Appleton. This is where Mr. Robbins lives now.
Later, Mr. Thorburn, who is still engaged in sawmilling, opencd the second
mill, . Some of the trees were huge, one for example, being 301 feo cet high,
and having a circunference of 66 feet, threé feet from the ground level.
Paling splitting was carried:on etten31vely, the black butt tree being the -
favoured type for this industry. Thousands of palings could be cut from
the  one tree.

~ Bushfires and clearing for farmg have. caused a falllnguoff 1n
the tlmber industry, but valuable blackwood, willow and ledlebdck timbex
is still available, This year, 1922, Mr. D,T+ Latter opened a mill in
the station yard to deal exelusively with these three timbers.

A man naped Fawkner is credited with building the first hOuSe -
on the banks of the Morwell River, opposite Walsh's place, . The first:
buildings in Boolarra vroper werve on a fertile flat, aagacent to a swamp,
but soon there was a move to the present higher and drier ground. .. :

The first white woman to live in Boolarra was Mrs. Morrow Sen.
and she arrived in 1880,

The first crops grown were potatoes which sold at about 30/=
a ton. Grain was hand-flailed. Butter, made on the farms, was taken
to Morwell for sale at 2/6 a pound, but there was little dairying at fxrst,
because the forest was too dense and ground oo sour. )

‘ "Red Wednesday" and the great fire was g blesszng in disgulse.
The forect disappeared, the land was sweetened by the ashes, and the grass
grew abundantly. The fire advance& ‘settlement by three decddes. HMany
rioneers, disheartened by the difficulties and by what seemed a final blow,
surrendered their properties, but others arrived and a new exe: commenceds
Of the first pioneers, only Messrs, R. Morrow, D. Stewart, W.H. Penaluna,
We Mulrooney, F., Amiet and D.P., Latter, and Mrs. Kelleher are left.

Freight by buKlaﬂxmwagan was £5 a ton from Morwell, twelve
miles amay, and £2-10=0 a toun for back loadlng .
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The nearest dactor was Dfo leDonald of Sale, aboub 55 miles
away, or two days'® travelling tiuwe.

The first church scrvice was conducted by a Church of
England minister, Rev. Dixon, in Mr, Penaluna'’s farm house, with
an 'all mgle congregation. As was usual in those days, thesc first
services were undenominational. ‘

The first church building was erected by the Presbyterians,
~in - 1885, and. it -remained the only one for twenty years, until in {905,

the Methodist Church was built. Then followed the Roman Catholic .
Church in 1907, and last of all, the Church of England in 1911. (The .
Methndlst Church was moved from its old position vo its present site

in 1929), There was no rosident mlﬂlstbf these churches being served
from the larger centres, generally from ﬂirboe Torth,

. The railway line from Morwell to IMirboo North, passing through
Boolarra, was started in 1884 and completed in 1885, - The first combrace
tor was a man nemed White, but he relinquished it, and the line was then
completed by Robb and Son. It was this Mr. Robb, who donated £25 and
gufficient metal for the foundation, when 8t, Mary's Church of England, \
Morwell, was being builbt. Dealing with St. Mary'!s the books "The Churoh
of Our Fathers", has this to say (page 128):

-"he foundation stone was laid by Mr., John Robb, on the 21sﬁ,
July, 1885, and a silver trowel was presented to him on that oecaslon” o

i It required a large gang of men to take the line through Boolarra,
and to meke the cuttxng below the present scheol gite.

At Ffirst, Boolarra was a canvas town thhout any ather name than
"The twelve mile peg", and with railway men as its only inhabitants. A
butcher, Mr. F. Howlett, delivered meat once a month, by pack-horse, from
Baromi, There was a store conducted by lMessrs. Ridgeway and Bigelow, a
shanty, and a boarding-house msnager by a Miss Knight, as the canvas towm
of temporary inhabitants was replaced by the railway town of Boolarra.
Ridgeway and Bigelow erected the first subs stantial building (two»storlad),
where Mr. Halliday's store is now,

Hotels at present liccuscd to Messrs, Fitzgerald and Astley
wero built about the sametime. Then Mr., Hopkins orected a bubcher's
shop (whare Cooper's bakery is now(, and slaughtered on the spot now
occupied by Pensluna's delicenced hotel. The first hotel licchcees were:
lessrs. Pat Clarke (Astley's), John Mahor, end W.H, Penaluna (Fitzgerald®s)

. Just before 1914, an infant room was added to the first single
rnom of the school, The present head teacher, Mr., W.G. Dawson, replaced
My, James Bell in 1921, after the latter had spent 23 years at Boolarra.
The Mechanics Hall was built in 1905 and the Police Station in 1907,

About 1910, fine swimming baths were opened at Boolarra, bub .
the Swimming Club, at first very active, ceased to function during the
(First) World War., Floods caused siltation, and then blackberries completed
completed their ruin. In June, 1922, Boolarra experienced one of its
worst floods, largely due to the denudation of the countryside.

The early mails were controlled by lr., Bigelow.

For a time, good black coal was obbained from a mine on Mr.
Re Morrow's property. Therc is still a tumnel there, 750 feet long,
loading to the old workings. At one time, 300 men were employed at this
mine, :

There was a creamery established near the Morwell Road. - A
butter factory was oponed at Boolarra with Mr. Hartmann as manager.
The flrst factory was burned down, but was quickly replaced by & new
one. - The present butter factory is. owned by Barrow Bros. of Melbourne,.
and is managed by Mr. Bolitho. :

= - Since the War (1914-19), a Memorial Park, has beecn deﬁeloped,
dedicated to the memory of the Boolarra men who sacrificed thelir lives.
The Park has an area of 40 acres, and included an excellont sports oval.
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rom the scheal's "Wews and Views", 1951)

(Purther extrachs

2
g

- Scon after 1880, the track for the railway line was surveyed
and the tcmship began to grow in the. mi tuation it occupies today. lr.
Penaluna buillt "The ‘Setilers® Amns" ‘mqa&s aid Ridgeway and Bigelow
opened the first store nsar the peaition of Penaluna's barn. Building
of the vailway line progressed steadily; and it wag opened for public
traffic in #8585, - Nrs John Robb was the enginesr in charge of construction.
There was @ suggestion that the raflwey linc should have gone through
Boolarra South to Duwballl, ond surverons. 1{: 3 into the possibility. Some
residents todoy feol thet the dine f;lmmzl have gonz that way. We do not
know who was the fiwst sbebionsms aaber,; . o

o

The main indus by }a:gfom 1890 was btimber cutting. Pal .:mgs
and blackwood logs were in greal demond.  These were loaded at Boolarra
Station: for transport to Melbowrne, Very fow cows were wilked until the
arrival -of a separator in the year 189, Dairying increased rapidly
then, and the milk was hmwg 5 invo the creasery owned by Hr. Harv'y, for
separating, The creamery was close ' the spot where Mr, George
William's house is todey. B enind the prasent day gerege there was a clay
pit and brick kiln, bubt ne presect resident rc;nembc:m it dw opera Lion.

.. The btouship grmu bub we have records of only dne general
store;- wh:mh_ ghanged hands in the early elghties, Ridgeway and Bigelow'
selling out to Cshir and MHurphy whe carried on business where Orpyls Cafe
ndw stands, b wos the firel bubcher, Perhops someone will
be able to tell us w’*m.; he commonced ’bvm&msn ot & shop near the house
at present -occupied by Mre Arthur Robbing. Two other hotels were opened =
Cl&r}:'s CL ab Hotel, and Mabher's I ﬂi“i%"a«‘v- Hotele s ’

U The' firet policeman was Constable Alex iviilit’.ara; His ,bmtherf
tm::k vm 1a*nd whe re r, Ru.,; .Ei.af)bll..w 1ives. e v -

T4 was not unbil Darer Lc 3.3:' arrived in ““I‘”r"ell :Ln 18909 ‘t;hat
,mad:a,aal services improvads o

A

“

"Ng&ra d V;ewﬂ .

, The sta**e?"mu wn the lvr*' issue that there woso ‘s‘f?mk iln din
Baela.rm ‘has been received wi ”»1 rwwi-, doubts - The gwemf_ ap'm.on is that

this is "ot cG.(‘x“Ouf:q  One of the many & ‘,‘;“M&"*mﬁ This matter is lrss

Arﬁ}mr \iox-mw qho mm es F’% Baob Ke ‘3@ ag o :f“ SESTSe. anm and Alex
Bruce did, 2% ons 1 : Lok oo ol oty near Yhe cross
roads;: bu'%: the. qua%. ty was very swall and e nug:ri fi‘* imm:t: own use anly'..

The dmuastmv 5 Lish fires of 4890 sovely 'i:%ed the pcople of
19%1&11& _who had juoth won, th%r v,,_a%:orgr over the thick forests and the
wildernesss As their papor ond hoosian 1inss homes, huiﬁ' from the
timber of the forast, satisfied tn hungiy | Five~fiend, and ‘a8 their cattle
perished befors their eyesy 1% uws mered thHat a eruel fate had
- overtaken them. . Bui some rerainmsd undsunied, as for example, Mr, George
Fox, = Just efber the fires; a friead met hin in Morwell and asked, "How
did you fare,. G-z.{a'v%‘?“ - The veply cems, "I've gob threc cows and seven
wallabies lofh, and Lt %31l in business', : : '

mﬁ&& @899&“19%,@ and Yoo Worldd War, 'ifmim‘ 918

AL Zeast thres },}fzommﬂf, nen- "30::;::@&& Torces to serve in t‘he Boar B
War }’hilﬁ:p Smith, Morbton Hall and Géores Blliott,  Thoy were given a” "
welcome home in the criginal Hechanics Hall, wfhem uh r reburnede

ol hows

.. The War.of 19M~a4 @’19 wd@d *‘*ha most prospercus and cheerful
days Boolaxrra kac, mv Man ruxm\, milobed. and casualties were
high from the fighting. Caﬁﬁ ipoli end’ :m Frence, My, W Muncaster was
first away in 19 ‘iiiaa H@ was a "va%}fmst in the British Army ané hastened
to join his unit. Mr. Dick Joucs was the first of the locals to enlist,

closely followed by I‘asmﬁ Amiel, who was %..z.}j%:ua dn action in Bél g:r.um in
1917, o . . R .
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The first sports ground was down at Penaluna's Elaﬁ, and it
was used for cricket, football and horse-racing. Then, a change was
made to Mr, Ray Robbin's paddock, not far from the school, and later, a
further change to the Park, Wﬁlﬁh was bgught from Hrs. Horoney.

The Racing Club, affiixaﬁed with the V.R.,C., held two meetings
a year. The course at Penaluna's Fiat was kunown as "Little Flemington",
for it had a hill from wlich the patrons watched. Some of the best-known
horses were Percy Fisher's "Boliver", Joe Keogh's "Whisperer", George
Siggine' "Chief"-and Bill Scanlog?g‘"Tarceola”q

It is said that Mr. Scanlon spared neither oats nor effort to
bring his horse to the top of his form, but he would never admit it. To
the comment, "He's a fine horse and looks well', Mr., Scanlon would reply,
"Shure and that he is now. An’ all the poor baste's had be nothing bul
grass and thistles" )

Mr. Bill Chrlstlan and lr, Latter were inberested in trotters,
and old-timers tell the tale of the neck and neck struggle bebtween "Thistle",
ridden by Jack Sullivan, and "Full Moon", ridden by Don McKaskill, who
held firmly to the animal's ear to make him trot. There is a stoxry of
Penaluna's "Miss’ Dixie", Siggins! "Bl&c&bmrd" and a £25 wager..

‘ Few cricket records have been kept. However, it is said that
one of the local men, W. Christian, played in the Victorian Sheffield
Shield team of 1893. This is open to doubt, but all the same, Nr,
Christian must have been a fine sportsman; for the Victorian Encyclopedia
of 1903 states that he was a member of the champion Essendon foctball
tﬁam, 1891‘92~95¢

Boolarrs has had some very strong football teams, perhaps the
best being the premiership team of 1922 (or was it 19212). .Before the
First ﬂorl@ War, the outstanding footballers were Bill Christian, Don
MceKaskill, Tom Quinn, Dick Findlay, Bill Capon, George Siggins, Harry
Ireland and the four Briggs brothers, Some players had to walk miles on
Saturday morning to play with the team in the afternoon. For example,
Mr. C, Briggs used to walk from Budgeree East to play.

The team travelled by special train whenever possible, but on
the Journey to Hazelwood, it was always Asnley’s dray, drawn by three
horses.  Other teams in the association wero Mirboo North, Tarwin Vallgy,hx
Yinnar, lorwell and Hazelwood. .

There is no record of tennis being played prior to World Var I.
Bowls was a popular game at Boolarra for the first 25 years of this..
century. An excellent bowling green and croquet lawn was laid down
behind Mr. Christian's shop, and membership figures were high. - There was
a decline, naturally, during the War, and the "Horwell Advertiser" of 1917
mentions that "only one rink is being played on, and that by two or three
members only". However, a rvevival did take place after the war.

Fishing has always been popular. At first, blackfish abounded,
byt they disappeared after the browm trout was 1ntxoduc&d anto the streams
in 1912. : : )

One of the 1oca1‘5utchers, mr, Jo}'ixiéon, is credited with taking
a leading part in erecting and caring for wiaygraund equipment for
children at the sports ground.

Boglarra‘s First Motor Car..........‘...q,gy Dick Rob;ggon, Grade VI

- Hre Gharles Boyd had the first car in Boolarra, and we think
it was a ?915 Chevrolet. A few months later, Mr. Bob Thorburn bousht a -
T Model Ford. These old cars had no battery for the lights, and no self
starter. A cranking handle was used to start the car, The generator
worked the Tights which went out when the engine stopved. There were
two kerosene lamps, one on each side of the windscreen, and the horn was
a tocter wmﬁh a rubber bulb.

The earllest car seen in Boolarra was that of Dr, Mclean
(korwell) who vigited the township regulariy., His was really a mobore-
buggy, with steel-tyred buggy wheels. '

Mr, Thorburn, when negotiating a steep hill, hed %o drive his
Pord in reverse, This was due to the placement of the petrol tank, or
the lack of a petrol pump, or both. One longer trip he took, in 1917,
was to Cunninghame, vie Bairnsdale. 5
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' To begln with, Roolarrs made part of the Lr&ralQOn Shire
which had separated from the Shire of Rosedalé in 1880. ‘Then, &" further
partition took place in 1892, with' Morwell, including Boclarra, fbrmlng 8,
new municipality. In those days, the Council consisted of six councillors
elected by the whole Shire, . The first two representatives from the.

Boolarra area were William 7, - O'Wrady, 1898~1906, and William H. Penaluna,
1907»1912. Cre O’Grady was President of the hlre in 190304,

In 1912, the Council was enlarged to 12 nembers, the area was
divided into four ridings; and Boolarra Riding was one of the four., The
three councillors elected at the 1912 poll for Boolarra were David Thomas
Latter (232 votes}, James Radburn (225) and Bugene Kneebone (210). The
full list of councillors represent this riding is @ -

David T. Latter, 1912-1918 Ernest W. Townsend,  1924=1933

James Radburn, - 1912=1918 - Alfred Cq G, Budge, . - 1929-19%0
Bugent Kneebone, 1912-1918 . Alan Hall, : -+ 1930 onwards
‘Thomas White, = 1918-1944. . . Richard John Long, 19331946 - -
Edgsr Walkley, - 1948-1929 . Edmnd XK. -Penaluna, - 1944~1949
William H. Penaluna, 1918-1924 Frederick V., Primrose, 1946~1958

&nother change occurred in 1949, the o0ld ridings being
replacad by Central, West, East and South Ridings, Boolarra falling -
within the area of the Scuth Riding. Cr, Martia F, Walker, first elected .
to the Council in 1924, and Cr. Francis Shellcot, 1958 onwards are the
present repregentatlves together with Cr. Alan Hall,

MM

. Mrse A, Morrow of Woodl: $gh has supplied the followmg, very -
m‘beres‘tz,ng m:t‘omata.on about the Kemp family, one of the early group a:f‘»
pioneers : . S

"In 1880, at the age of ;7, Miss Ka‘cie z{emp became the f:x.rs’c
teacher at Yiznar State School. At first she boarded with the
O'Hara Family, who were settled at Yimnar, many years before anyone
came to Boolarra. Miss Kemp found it difficult and inconvenient to
walk to school through swampy country, so rooms were built for her
at the school., She took up: residence there with her 15 year old
sister, Mary, to keep her company.

) In 1884, Mr., Will Kemp and his brother-in-law, Mr. Will aecombe,

" gtarted the first local paper, "The Morwell Advertiser". Shortly
afterwards, another paper, "The Morwell and Yinnar Gazette" was .
started., lMany years later, this latter paper was bought out by the
"Adver*tiser" ~ Sir John Kemp K.B., of. Queensland, is a grandson of
My, John Kemp. of Windsor Park. His father, also John Kemp, was a
State School teacher, and at one time owned the farm at Boolarra
South now held by the Nelsons, Sir John Kemp was an engincer and
‘earned his knighthood for services t6 the 'Wuaensland G»overnment
before and durimg World War Two.!"

- The first teacher at Boolarra South State School, formerly =
Mirboo Bast School, was Frank Williamson, the noted poet and author of-
"The Magpie Song", = He taught for a 'hime at Wesley College, Melbourne, . :
and wrote some of the College songs. H:a,s vc;lum@ of poems , "Purple and
Gold" appeared im 1912,  Some of the poems of this vonme hawe been
included in several anthologies of Australian verse. Purple and gold
are‘the colours: of Wesley College, Iielbcurne, and no doubt,. it is”
because of his assoc:s.a'hlcm wi"bh that school 'kha‘b he use&. 'hham as the
title of h:s.s book.

The Hg;gklgg m;x

Apparently the Horkins Fam.ly came to Boplarrae f:eom the
mining’township of Mt. Egerton in the Ballarat dls’smct. ‘The family
establlahed a general store in Boolarra in 1889. Wal*’zer Firmin (1863-
1943} who-wrote the first history of Yimmar, marm,ed din. ?9@1, Mary Jane
Hopkms, a member of thm :E'amz.ly., .
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Toongabbie School, No. 856

The movement to establish a school at Toongabbie, with
Government aid, began in April, 1866, when a petition for assistance,
signed by John McDonald, B.I. Cadden, W.H. Ostler, R.I. Oates, and
Robert Burn, was presented to the Common Schools Board. In the same
year, Inspector Orlebar visited Toongabbie and reported in favour of
establishing a school. He said that an atitendance of 30 was likely,
that the nearest school was 12 miles away at Rosedale, (although there
was also an application from Bald Hills, eight miles away, for a school)s
that Toongabbie was an important packing station on the way to Stringer's
Creek (Walhalla), and that the township was likely %o grow because of
the increasing prosperity of Stringer's Creek.

In the meantime, the local committee did appoint a teacher -
Mr. George Gibson, who taught for a short-time in 1866 (July to
September) before resigning because of ill-health. He had been
recommended by a business firm in Melbourne, W.M. Bell and Co.

The first appointment by the Board of Education of a teacher
for Toongabbie School was that of Henry W. Sanders who opened the Toongabbie
Common School, 14th May, 1867.

The following is the list of head teachers during the school's
hundred years of existence 3

1867*'68‘»10b:ﬁaﬁry W, Saﬂderﬂ 1940*4360..0&7@1;.&- Allan
1868-694 4440 Mrs Christensen. 194Tseeonsssesbiric Rs Baker
"869»»72. esescThimas S. Patrisg 1948‘«5@‘ seeessdHe Parker
1873”1906a 'y mCh&rlSﬂ*—Eo Stewa;r‘t 1951”530 veceas CAGJ; Doug}.as
1906=1911¢sss.John 3. Woodruff 19545640200 0eReL. Young
1912‘*1500044»“}-311]93 H. Sherldan 19571.0::'-;0...5..-«]'. Ball
1916«2‘5.;-...1@1‘119813 Je SatChall 1958‘*60¢»...;0K0 Thﬂm&g

1921"'23.-:. odE G. Crelliﬂ 1961“6200 TR aR.H¢ Anderson
1924~364+44...J0hn Elston 196364000 0sesMed. Kendall
1937"'39- seoe QGGUrge Chapman 1965*-67 vesoessKeith C. Barton

Relieving head teachers have been M.T. Cowderoy (1906), A.K.
?olly§r (1939), R.F. Edwards (1954), R.L. Butler (1957), and K.G. Rogers
1958) »

The first school committee elected in 1866 consisted of
Benjamin T. Cadden, hotel-keeper; John Russell, blacksmithj John McDonald,
hotel-keepers Edward Jones, siore-keeper; Tbomas Coleman, Wheelwrlghts
John Cowan, miner, and Robert Burn.

Edward Jones, the store-keeper, offered a small room as
temporary accommodation for the school, but probably this was never used,
because by the time George Gibson was appointed, in July, 1866, a building
of slab walls, boarded floor, and iron roof, had been erected for a cost
of £107=~14-2. It included a school-roomy 20' x 14', and a residence of
three rooms, 14" x 10%'; 10' x 7', and 10' x 7',

During the gap between George Gibson's resignation and Henry
Sander's appointment, a private school was conducted gt Toongabbie, but
the teacher's name is not recorded.

The first school building could not have been very satisfactory,
since in 1871 a new one was erected "on a slight elevation within a quarter
of a mile of the Post Office." The school-room was built of weatherboard,
with a pine floor, shingle roof, one &oor, one chimney and four windows,
and an overall dimension of 30' x 48°%, The fees were sixpence a week for
pupils in the first class and one shilling a week for the remainder.

In July, 1882, it was found that the railway line to be cone
structed would pass through the school play-ground, and close to the school
building itself. By the end of 1883, the new school on its present site
was being used. It has since been remodelled.

According to Mr. E.G. Crellin, the first school-room was still
standing in 1922, though not on its original site. I%, too was in the way
of the railway, 1883.. It was purchased by John Gillam, who removed it to
the rear of the Toongabble Hotel, where it was still serving as a store-
room as late in 1922.
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The Story of Toongabbie

At first, Toongabbie was simply the name given to an area
in the south west corner of Rosedale Cattle Station. It was named by
John King who fancied that the area resembled Tocngabbie in New Scuth
Wales, one of the early places in the Paramatta District occupied in
the {790%s., The name 'is aboriginal meaning "place near the water",
not & partlcularly good, descrlptlom of our Toongabbie.

Rosedale Run was taken up in 1844 by David Parry erden,
who depastured 1500 cattle and 8000 sheep on 38,400 acres. He trans-—
ferred his rights in 1852 to John Xing, who held it for a syndicate and
also by himself for & fime until 1866.

The township of Toongabbie came into existence in 1862 as
a direct result of the discovery of gold at Stringer's Creek (Walhalla)
grew, and declined when Walhalla declined.

. When Ned Stringer discovered alluvial gold at Stringer's
Creek, he travelled through the Toongabbie area to register his
discovery at Sale. A rush set in, but most of the dirst diggers
left when the prospects seemed less favourable than at other places.
There was considerable traffic to and fro along the track blazed by
Sﬁrlnger from Walhalla to Toongabbie.

Amongst those travelling from Sale to Walhalla 1n,1862 were
Mr. and Mrs. Clark and their married daughter and son-in-law, Mrs. and
¥r. John Cowan. They had travelled in a cart through Rosedale as far
as Toongabble, when, hearing that the prospects at Walhalla were
disappointing, and having a good load of supplies, they decided to
erect a little store and accommodation house at Toongabbie. - Mr. and
Mrs. Clark soon returned to Sale, but the Cowans stayed on to be the
first founders of this little township. John Cowan died comparatively
young, and then Mrs. Cowan remarried, becoming Mrs. Henry Freeman. - She
was, still living in Toongabbie in 1922, sixty years after her arrival
there.

; Thls first store was a llttls canvas structure with a bush.
gunyah in front, replaced a little later by a galvanized-iron bulldlng.

In 1863, rich, gold=bearing quar%z reefs were discovered at
Stringer's Creek by Mr. Hincheliffe, and soon the famous Long Tunnel
Mine was registered. Thousands flocked %o the place, and since
contact .with the outside world was maintained through Port Albert, .
via Toongabbie; which lies at the foot of the ranges, 20 miles distant
from Walhalla, the little place began to grow in size and importance.

- . The township was laid out and surveyed by Gebrge Hastings:
in 1864. A further survey was made in the next year, 1865, by Henry
Davidson.

At first, all goods and passengers had to be carried over
the ranges to Walhalla by pack-horses and mules from Toongabbie.
Toongabbie became a very important carriers' staging place. Scores
of people settled here and took part in the pack-horse trade, amongst
the earliest being John Majendie, who kept a bulk-store at Toongabbie,
Prescott Humphrey and Fred Humphrey, Tom Clark, Edward Hawley, Andrew
Bowman, Wilson Brothers, James Slater, Christie Christensen, James
Rogers and James Attwood.

From 600 fo 700 horses and mules were engaged in the trade.
The track was so dlfflcult, that at first 1 cwt. was the standard load
for a paﬂkmhcrse‘

In the sxxtles, several other accommodation houses were
erected, amongst those who kept them being Messrs. Holllngsworth,
W.H. Ostler, and R. Packett.( One sign reads

"Lodging here for all that passes,
Horses, mares, mules and asses'.

: It will be noted that amongst the members of the first school
committee in 1866 were two hotel keepers. John McDonald conducted the
Toongabbie Hotel, and Edward Jones owned the Commercial Hotel.  Perhaps
Benjamin T. Cadden was his hotel~manager.

In 1863, Ned Stringer, on his way to Sale for medical treat-

ment died at Cowan's Store and was buried on the roadside close by. Later
hia vamaing wara avhiimed and mahuriad 4w the Tammesbhhio Nomatany.
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Stages in the Story of a otaginnglaoe

Tconyabble and Transport

- In ﬁhe first;lnatance, Toongabbie came into axmqtence and
grew rapldly because of the' discovery of gold at Stringer's Creek and
the rush of people there. A graph of the growith of Toongabbie is
similar, but on'a smaller scale to that of Walhalla. Here are the
population figures for Walhalla, at various times from 1861 to 19612

1861.001’1110 ’ 187900@2*782 ' 1895&-&@4950(3 191200:2000
1865...150 1886“.3 , 650 1900000039648  1961...50

The first popular track into Walhalla from Sale was blazed
by Tom Mevoy. MNcBEvoy's Track was a roundabout route starting from
Bald Hills on Glenmaggie Station, crossing Deep Creek and Mount Useful,
and. finally following the summit line to Mount Matlock, from whence it
descended to the Jordan and into Walhalla.

Raymond Pauwll in his book "0ld Walhalla' gives the oredlt
for the discovery of the Toongabbie route to Archibald Campbell, whoy
he says, "exploring the southern approaches to Stringer's Creek, found
a shorter if equally rough track from Sale through Toongabble, which
grew overnight into a major supply depot for Walhalla". "In the
packer's vanguard went a redoubtable Gippsland woman, Mrs. Buntine of .
Rosedale, one of Australia's rare woman 'bullockies'.  She shipped her
supplies from Melbourne to Port Albert, and then hauled them overland by
bullock wagon to Stringer's Creek. It was at Toongabbie, on Black -
¥onday, 2nd February, 1863, that Mrs. Buntine nearly lost her life
fighting to save her possessions from a bushfire which enculfed most of
the township".

_ "At first, all goods were. carr1ed by pack-~horse. Ihdividuals
travelled on horseback or on foot. There was no other conveyance except

for children, who Wﬁnu in gin cases sirapped %o the flanks of a ploddlng
pack-horse".

E.G. Crellin says that other early carriers to take bullbcki:'
drays ‘through Toongabbia were Edward O'Mears, Thomas Francis, George
Berry, and Thomas Neilson. Edward O'Mears carted some. of the first
machinery to Walhalla, but this was via Seaton. The first crushing by
machinery at Walhalla took place in 1868. '

The second qtage in the baga 0* tranSport and ccmmunlcation
came with thé widening of the tracks into roads, and the beginning of a
coach service, first to Toongabbie and later extended to Walhalla.

About 1865, the same year as the commencement of the coach
service Sale to Melbourne, Cobb and Co. began to run coaches from
Rosedale to Toongabbie. Mr. John Cowan, presumably the same John Cowan
who, with his wife, opened the first humble store in Toongabbie, was one
of the first drivers.. Previously, he had been a driver on the Port
Albert-Sale run. ‘ o '

Mr. Sandy Cameron was’ thevgroom in charge of the stables
ad joining Ostlar s accommodation house.

Owners and &rlvers of thé first horse teams, as opposed to
bullock teams, were Willlam Fryer, James Mitchell, James Anton and
Prescott Humphrey.

- The third step in the development of communlcations was the
building of railways. The line from Sale to Morwell was completed in
1877, and by 1879, it had been extended right to Melbourns.

In 1878, a coach service was begun to connect Toongabbie with
the railway at Traralgon, and soon after, coaches were taken siraight
through to Walhalla.  An*: Templeton was one of the first drivers. The
coaches left Toongabbie on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, returning on
on alternate days. The fares were 7/6 to fraralgon and £1~-1-~0 to
Walhalla.

: In 1883, the railway came to Toongabbie, by means of the loop
line from Traralgon to Bainrsdale, via Heyfield and Maffra. The first .
station master at Toongabbie was lir. Noonan. Because of Walhalla,
Toongabbie became the second busiest station on the Gippsland line. It
was a;stirring sight tc see the number of teams on the road to the rail-
head at Toongabbie. Thousands of ounces of gold, under police escort
passed through Toongabbie_on its way to Melbourne.
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Teongabbie ¢ Businesses and Institutions

 Since Toongabbie was an important staging place on thé road !
to Walhalla, the last stopping place before the travellers and carriers
attempted the final, difficult section to the gold fields, it is not
surprising to find that, in its heyday, Toongabbie had three hotels,
several stores, and a number of servicing businesses such as a black—
smith's shop and a saddler's .shope.

The first accommodation house and store was the one started
by the Clarks and the Cowans in 1862.  Others early in this field of
business were, as we have already mentioned, Messrs. Hollingswcrth, W.H.
Ostler and R. Packett. Ostler soon moved nearer bto Walhalla, and
Ostler's Creek is named after him. His place at Toongabbie was taken
by "Honest John" MeDonald. E ' o

"~ The first building that could be dignified by the name of
"hotel" was built by Robert Morgan in 1864, the Toong&bble Hotel. He
soon transferred the licence to John McDonald. ‘

‘Soon after, possibly as early as 1866, Mr. Edward Jones built
and conducted the Commercial Hotel. In the eighties, the Commercial
Hotel was taken over by William Moore, who continued there till 1902.

. A third hotel, the Club Hotel, was established about 1883,
by Mr. T. Clark, who sold out almost immediately to Mrs. John Gilham.
It was destroyed by fire in 1887, and then Mré. Gilham bought the
Toongabbie Hotel, which she conducted until 1921 when Mr. Hodder became
the proprietor. ' ' ‘

- In 1864, Mr. Roberis, a forwarding agent from Port Albert
establlshed a depat at Toongabbie and installed Mr. Jonathan Bassett
as the manager. (¥r. Bassett was the brother—in-law of Robert Morgan,
who built the first hotel at Toongabbie, and soon after opened the first
butchery business). Ir. Bassett erected a tempcrary store of saplings
and bark, which was quickly replaced by a timber building, the planks
being sawn at a saw-pit. Later, a store-room and a platform were built.
It was from this platform that the loads were packed on to the pack-~horses
and mules. Both store-room and platform were still being used in 1922,
according to E.G, Crelling though not, of course; in the pack-horse
carrying trade.

Robert Morgan, after relinguishing the Toongabbie Hotel,
established the first butcher's shop, possibly as early as 1866, Under
different owners, this butchery business continued till 1914. From 1900
to 1914 it was managed by Mr. Samuel Marks, who then closed the shop, but
continued to supply Toongabbie with meat brought from Glengarry.

In 1865, & blacksmith's and wheelwright's shop was established
by John Russell and Thomas Williams. Te former was the discoverer of the
Russell's Creek diggings, obviously named after him. In 1867 John Russell
selected land in the vicinity, and sold his share of the business to his
brother, David Russell, whose son, also called David Russell, carried on
the bus1ness as sole owner until the 1920's at least.

Mr. W.H. Goodwin, who came to Toongabbie from Walhalld in
1877, was responsible for opening the first butter—factory, and also
the first saw-mill. In the saw-mill enterprise, he had Mr. Mitchell
58 a partner, but soon sold out to Mr. Lang,  When the firm of Mitchell
and Lang moved to Glengarry, Mr. Goodwin resumed his saw-milling
activities. Both butter factory and sawmill were destroyed in the
disastrous bush fires of 1900,

The township then started a Co~operative Butter Factory with
500 chares at £1-10-0 being issued. The first directors were Messrs.
W, Goodwin, J.¥. Gales, P.H. Humphrey, T.C. Greaves and A.E. Harris.

The severe drought of 1909 affected the company adversely. It went
into liquidation, and the plant was sold and removed.

Scarrne Bridge over the Latrobe River was built in 1876,
allowing direct communication with Traralgon. This bridge and the
building of the railways in 4877 and 1884 helped Toongabbie considerably.
Timber for some of the sleepers for these lines was obtained round about
Toongabbie.,  About 1880, Mr. Peterkin of Traralgon erected a sawmill on
Mr. A.P., Bowman's estates and built up a large industry employing many
mene
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Toongabbme in 1865

The "Victorian Gazetteer" of 1865 describes Toongabbie as
"a small township in the ‘electoral district of North Gippsland.situated
on thé Thomson River" (which is not quite right). "It is six miles. east
of Hayfield" (now spelt'Heyfield', and besides the location is more like
south-east ‘of Heyfleld) Yand eleven miles north~west from Rosedale, - to
which place there is communication by bush track only. .. There is.one-
hotel, called the "Diggers' Rest", and a population of about 50 persons.Y

From other sources we learn that the Toongabbie Hotel was
established in 1864. Perhaps this hotel was first called the "Diggers®
Rest":but-3ince'thaﬁ,name‘was used for dozens and perhaps hundreds of
other hotels in Victoria at that time, it is likely that it would soon
become better kn@wn, though unofficially, as the Toongabble Hotel.

Toaqgabbie, 1865 to 1901

Nnniclpal Dlre@taries published within this period %ell us
aomethlng about Toongabbie then. For exam le, we read that in 1883
Toongabbie had a telegraph station, two hotels, one state school in the
township, and another’ in the vicinity (probably Tocngabb;e South),
ﬁhat the resident populatlon was. 13( pﬁople,,

. Ve know thab there was a third’ hotel, the Club Hotel, bullt
in 1883 but burnt down in 4887.: . -

The 1891 Directory tells us -that %here were three state schools
in Toongabbie and the vicinity, two hotels, two. churches, four saw-mills,
and a railway statwm the line from Traralgon "t;o Balrnsdale through -
Toongabbze having Jbeen ccnstruc%eﬁ in. 1883.. . o :

t ' mr. R. Sgreadborough of the Lands. Eepartment has given us
some detalla of the land reserves set aalﬁa at Toongabbie for various -
purposes. They were 3 S o

1866. ... .Common School. : , 1882...°M90hanlcs' Instiﬁute
1878.....Cr10keﬁ and Recreatlan : 1884....Racecourse o

: “In. }90ﬁ, the chngabbze Butter Factory reoelved a crown grant
of half an acre. of land, + .

The population reached the 150 level in the 1880'5 but does
not seem to have growm any: f&rthe; than the 200 recorde& in 1901.

*

Toong bla in 1902

S ”he "Gyclo@adla of Vncterla"y published in 1902, has thls to
say about the township s .

"Toongabbie is a small township with a populaﬁlon of 200
souls, situated on Rosedale Creek; on the road from Sale to Walhalla,
109 miles from Melbourne to the East, with a railway station on. the line
from Traralgon to Bairnsdale. ‘

: -The ‘'place consists of one small street situated on the main
road, with a few straggling houses here and there; in the midst ¢of thickly-
wooded country, the timber being principally messmate, stringy-bark and
blue~-gum, considerable quantities of which are cut up at the local sawmill.

Facing the township fo the north is the Dividing Range with
Mt. Baw Baw's rugged outline looming in the distance to the north-west
and constituting the mos% prominent feature on the scene. To the north,
the snow-clad crest of Mt. W@lllngton, with its high tableland on the
summi t, - résembling a truncated cone, or a huge surarloaf with the top
cut off, is visible. Between Mt. Baw Baw and Mt. Wellington, Mt. Useful
can easily be discerned on a clear day, being 4,270 feet above sea level.
A% other times, it is dpt ta be enveloped in a dense, blue haze.

Toangabble depends’ chiefly upon dairying combined with stock—
ra181ng and general farming.- . The land is fertile and is mostly composed
of a rich, chocolate-soil of volcanic: arlgln,‘capable of producing a graat
variety of crops. The grass in the district is: of excellent quality,
both for fattening cattle and for pasturing milch kine.. The lacal butter
factory is in a flourlshxng candztlen and its annual output is on the
increase. - :
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The town ship contairns a Post and Telegraph Office with Méney
Crder foiae, two churches, a Mechanlcs’ Instltute with a well-selected
library, and two hotels.

Toungabble has a maal ccaahpservice from the township to.
Walhalla, run by Cobb and Co.. leavmng on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays,
and returning on’ the alternate days. )

: ' The tcwnshlp is small, but must, of n639881ty, in the process
of time, devalcp “into a place of some importance when more of the densely
timbered land surrounding it, is cleared and the large estates in the
vicinity are cuﬁ up and sold, or leased, for dalrylng purposes."

Tocngabbia Tedqy, 1967

: The promise suggested in-the last lines of the description
of Tocngabbie, about 65 years ago; has not been fulfilled.  The dense
timber has been cleared away, certainly, and the land has been put to
more intensive agricultural pursuits, but the gold of Walhalla has gone,
and the mining population dispersed. - There are no coaches now running
hotween the two places and,- inﬁeed, the old tracks are overgrrwn agaln
with scrub and .forest. o

At Tacngabbie itself, the sawmllls have cleared away the
forests; and in so doing have ended their own lives. At one time there
were four sawmills operating in and around Toongabbie. The cutting of
paving blocks was a profitable industry, 65 years agoé. It is said that
part of Flinders' Street Railway Station platform 1n Mélbourne is paved
with blocks from Toongabbie timber. ‘ .

“The writer of the article forecasting growth for Toangabbie
could not foresee the motor-car age coming, and the building of ‘smoothy .
wide, bitumen roads, enabling country peopleé to speed into nearby tOWns;'
such as Trdralgon, in a few minutes. Little places do mot grow in thls
age of easy, quick transport; their business lives become largely
absorbed in those of bigger centres.

- The decline of Walhalla, the opening up of other eommunlcatlon
routee between Walhalla ‘and places like Moe, such as the building of the
Moe~Walhalla railway line in 1912y and the virtual end of traffic through
Toongabbie, led to the closure of the last two hotels. Toongabbie Hotel
lingered on i1l 1929. . , ,

The Pollcs Station was moved. to Gowwanr, s few miles away,
in 1930, ' The three last policemen to be stationed at Toongabbie were
Constable Hodder, who left the Police Force in 1920 to conduct the
Toongabbie Hotel, then Constable Downey, and finally Constable Denyer,
who was transferred to Cowwarr in 1930. The Office of the Police
Station was removed there also.

Pressnt rssidents of Taangabbie are 3 - .

Blcck 4o'sesMis A, Brennan (The’ Tocngabbie Store), Mrs. E. qaddg
Mr. White; Miss Wallace.
Block ZsessMr. W. Richardsong Mr. Ts Martin (Post Offzce), Mr. We Hower.
B}.OC}C Boatw.MI‘So Ans‘be;y. .
Block 19...Mrs. Le Blanc; Mr. K. Barton (School 3931denca)
~.Blogk 18=1Teeeolr. J. Crisps Mrs, Briiges. - -
’ BIOCk ZOOuUMI'St WalSho .
Block 5....wr. Worley (Railway Heuse)

Toongabble and the Rcsedale Shlre

: Here is an extrast from Mr. Grellin‘s Hmatory of Toangabble&
1922:
: “Rosedale Shire replaced the ‘0ld Rosedale Road Board in 1871.
Since its subdivision into ridings in" 1877, the Shire has had the - . -
following councillors from Toongabbie Ridings John Buntine, James Slater,
W.H. Goodwin, Christie Christensen; William O'Mcars, W. Henderson, Jonathan
Bassett, William Moore. One of the present councillors in W Handerson,
who bought his property, "Millring" from Mr. Peterkin in- 1892. Hé and mr.
Alister Nicolson are J.P.'s. : : e

f On one occasion, there was a ﬁispute hetween the Councll and
Yir. James Tyson ‘of Heyfield Station, concerning the bridge over the S
Thomson River. Mr. Tyson closed the bridge. Cr. Christensen and 60

men of the Shire galloped off and took forcible possession. He and 12

other men were summonsed, itried and acquitted, and the bridge stayed open to
the public.”
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Pioneering Families
John Buntlne, Black haroie and Sha le 0il

-~ Jomn Bunmlﬂo was bornm in 1827, in Ayrshzre, Scotland, the
eldest son of Hugh Buntine (11803-1867) and Mary Buntine (nee Symington)
(1905-1838). . The family emigrated to fustralia in 1838, but the mother

died of typhoid that same year, while the ship was still being held in
quarantine in Sydney. Hugh Buntine married again in 1840, and iV was
this seécond Mrs. Buntine (nﬂ» Agnes yavidsan)'who became famous as one
of Australia's few woman bullock drivers. The family arrived at Port
Albert in the first yeor of that township's existence, 1841, and Albert
Buntine, boin there in 1841, is said %o have been the first white child
born in Gippsland. = he Buntines, therefore, sre amongst the very first
of the Gippsland pioneers.

- John Buntine took u@vland in the Toongabbie area, and was an
early member of +thée Rosedale Shire Council - at least as early as. 1876.
He was made a J,P. in 877u '

It is said’ that ho assisted to bury the Firet man killed by
blacks in Gippsland. a shepherd cmployed by Angus MbMillan, on Sprlng
Hill, about half-wsy botween Uufira ond Sale.

In the sev nbxes, John Buntine and Edward Martin found large
quantlties of black marble near Ostler's Creek. Several tons were
querried and sent to 1 “@lbaurncg whore the marble was cut, polished and
manufactured into nantiepiecss, wnd ornamental building stone. Some
of it was used in varlous public buildings, and samples were on view at-

the Melbourne Exhibition of 1881. But the quarries were never properly
opened Up. Marble s4ill crops up over & large srea of crown lands near
Toongabbie.

0il shale vas also detecied on John Buntine's property at
Toongabble, but dziliing failed . to strike oil.

John Gilham, Mine Hosl of Toonzabbie Hobel

John Gilham was a native. o qerefordshlre, Fngland and came
to Victoria in 1865, After udrkinm-oq a saw-miller, a blacksmith,
and a building coniracter at wvarious places in Gippsland, including loe
Creek and Warragul, he czne to Yoongabbie fo rvepair a sawmill plant, and
to operate -a diamond drill \pa“hdgu in the search for Qll) . Eventually,
he married a Toongabbie widow, Mrs. Elizabeth Wrigglesworth, and took
over the managership of the Toongabbie Hotel, which she owned. This
hotel had 21 rooms and stabling for 20 horces, Ur. and Mrs. Gilham had -
a family of eleven children. -

William Henry Goodwin, Grazier, Busincss-Man, and Citizen

William Henry Goodwin was born in London in 1840, and was
brought to Victoria hy his parents in 1846, having spent the two previous
years in Adelaide. (His faiher, Robert Coodwin, 1815~1891, wae a member
of the auctionee.fgz firm of Coodwin, Belling and Adecock; London, and
also of the firm of Goedwin and Perrin, qb&porvers,'Landon). W.H.
Goodwin worked at a number of irades in turn = the furniture trade, in a
foundry and in a timber yeard, with the "Age' newspaper, and in coach-
Building; before joining in the gold rushes to Ballarat and Bendigo.

In 1860, he 2nd Vr. Sullivan were the first to cross the
Dividing Range where the townships of Woods point and Matlock now stand.
He received portion of the Government award for the dlscovery of a road
through tﬁe Dividing Range intc Gippsland.

He settled in Walhalla in 1871, where he marrled Martha
Cadden, daughter of Benqamin T. Cadden, one of Victoria's earliest
colonists, and one of the first residents of Toongabbie.

In 1877, he selected land at Toongabbie and went there to
live; one mile from the towmship. He was a most active citizen and
business man- He built the first butter factory and the first sawmill
at Toongabbie, both of which were desiroyed in the great bushfires of
1898. He was the first to work for a Mechans® Institute at Toongabbie.
He was a member of the Welhalla Shire Council, and then the Rosedale
Shire Council, being President in 1896g 1905 and 1911.

~

. . TP S U R X ) ,,;t
He bad o Jomily of five dangliters ond Two ©01418e
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William looxe of "Kent House!, coggabb ie

Viliian Voore was born in Tyrone, Lreland, in 1826, Arriving
in Sydney in €839,”hé‘Was'immedﬂabe Ly apprenticed in the building trade.
He went to Helbourne in 1847 and worked at his trade there till 1851, when
he took part in various gold rushes ~ to Ballarat, T t. Alezender and other
laces¢

In tha »arly sizties he went to Walhalla where he worked as
a carpenter; An the Long Tunnel Iine, for ten years. In the mean%ime,
he had bought land at Toongabble, and in aboubt 1873, he moved there ta
be a grazier and. hﬁteimhecoer, running the Commercial Hotel,

, ‘He vetired in 1902, and sebttled down in "Kent House", up till
then known as the "Brl : House" since it was the only brick place in
Toongabbie. = He named ¢t "Kent House'" after hig wife's native county in
Ingland, Since the bricks were not of the usual red colour, but a muddy
grey colour, purhany they were simoly mude-bricks rather than kiln bricks.
These mud~bricke, Inrgex thon codinoyy bricke, ¢id rade ty the simple
method of allowing the moistened clay to sel haid in wooden frames, were
a popular gng verpy sétisfactory building material, in areas where the right
sort of clay could be found. Co

Mr. YMoors had the outside of the bricks painted a very pale
green, with the woodwork wine~red, relieved with white, making a very
attractive home, well-furnished, and comfortable to live in, However,
the 0ld name of "Brick House" was more commwonly used than the new hame
of "Kent House", After the deaths of Mr, and Hrs., NHoore about 60 years
ago, the house was sold by auction, let for some years to various tenants,
eventually became a derelict and was pulled down.

lir, Moore was a member of the Rosedale Shmre Gouncll for nine
years. In 1850, he married Miss Catherine Kavanagh, who died in 1868,
leaving him with two song and two daughters. He married Miss Louisa
Cribbins in 1869,

Thomas Hill was born in Porfavshire, Scotland in 1837, arvived in
Adelaide in 1866, and came tc Victoria in 1869, He selected land at
Toongabbie in 1874, His wife was Iliss Hary Russell, a member of
another well~known Toongabbie Ffanmily,

Prescott Henry Hum umphrey was born in Hamilton, ngl and, in 1838, He
cane to Australia in 1855, and to Toongabbie in 1866, where he was
engaged in the packing and carrying trade., He also selected 600 acres:
of land at Toongabbiec., In 1867, he married Mins Hargaret Cavanagh of
Ireland, and the couple had a family of eleven children. -

Jdonas Lincoln was born in Victoria in 1857, and worked in an ironmongering
business in Marybovougn before coming to Toongsbbie in the eighties to
conduct a gereral store in partnership with Edmund Humphris, He married
Miss S. Harvie of Maryborough. n

dmung Humgggls was born at Morphett Vale, South Australia, in 1858.
In Victoria, he was first engaged in a drapexry business in Haryborough
but then came to Tocngabbme with Jonas Lincoln to Tun a general etore
there. :

Archibald Nicolson came from Skye, Scotland. In Melbourne, in 1873, he
married Annie Mclntyre, alse from Scotland, and went to live near
Baglehawk Creel, moving later to Toongabbie. Thelr sons and daughters
were Susan, Norman, Duncan, Alister, Aunie and Archibald. After her
husband?®s death, Mrs. Annie Nicolson married William King. She was
well~known and respected for her charitable work in the district, partic-
ularly for her nursing of the sick. Arch Nicolson, a son of Norman
Nicolson, is a farmer at Toongabbie, now, and so is Arch Ries, the son
of F@e and Mrs, Ries (nee Miss Annie Hicolson)..

John Thomas O'legara, 1859-1938, was born at Stratford, the son of Edward
and Catherine O'lieara. Both of his parents died before he was six years
0ld, and he was brought wp by an uncle who lived at Alberton. In the
early . emghtles, he and lr., G. Hower opened a bubchery dusiness at .
Toongabbie, in the brick house known as the "Brick House" oxr "Kent House™,
In 1884, he married Hiss Frances VWrigglesworth, eldest daughter. of lrs,
Gilham, licencees of the Club Hotel. Ag well as carrying on his farm, he
also did some yrospecting and some contract work., Six if his nine
children still survive,
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Richard Packett was a native of Shropshire, England. He arrived in
Melbouxne in 1858, in Sale in 1861, where ke was & butcher, and in
Toongabbie in 1866, In that ycar, he selected 250 acres of land on
Toongabbie Creek, named his nroperty "illow Famm", and engaged in

grazing.

David Russell was born in Scotland in 1839 and learned the trade of
blacksmithing, He emigrated to South Australia in 1865, crossing to
Victoria in 1869, and settling down at Toongabbie where he bought his
brother!s blacksmithing business. This brother, John Russell,
discovered gold at Russell's Creek, which is named after him, David
Russell also selected land at Toongabbie., He married, in Scotland,
Miss Elizabeth McKenzie, and one of their sons, also called David
Russell, carried on the business after his father.

William Semmens was born at M, Barker, South Australia, in 1837. He
came ' to Vietoria in 1855, and then, in 1875, started a bakery and general
store at Toongabbie., In 1874, he married Miss A, IicDonnell,

Robert Templeton was born in Belfast, Ireland, in 1845. He emigrated
first, to New Zealand, in 1862, and then to Victoris in 1864. He was
mining at Walhalla for several years béfore he came t0 Toongabbie in
the seventies and bouéht the Toongabbie Hotel. In conjunction with
this business, he ran a coach service to Walhalla with 25 horses and
six coaches., He married Iiiss Jane Thompson of Scotland.

Wiltiiam Wilson was a native of Ayr, Scotland, born in 1835, After
arriving in Melbourne i~ 1861, he spent a year on the New Zealand gold
fields (1862), but returned then to Victoria, and evantually selected
land at Cowwarr, However, he was also engaged in the packing and
carrying business from Toongabbie to Walhalla, from 1866 to 1884, In
that year, 1884, he started his bakery buginess in Toongabbie.

Walter Henderson came to Toongabbie in 1892, travelling by buggy from

. Williamstowm., He bought the property of Mr, A, Miller and called in
"IIillring" after a water-hole in North-West New South Wales, which saved
a mob of sheep he was droving in a drought season. John Peterkin of
Traralgon operated a sawnill at "Millring" near the creek. There was
also a little settlement of mill workers on the property,

mxsce;maneauq

Some 1nteresting factg, not dealt with under particular
neadlnﬁs, are listed in My, Z.G, Crellin's account of the Toongabbie
story. They are :

The Toongasbbie Cemetery The Cemetery Trust was set up in the early
eighties, the first Trustees being J. Vooney, Jas., Slater, Wm. O'Meara,
J. Bassett, C. Christensen, and C, Stewart. The most interesting burial
was that of Edward Skinner, died 1863, and buried on the roadside, but
later re-interred in the Cemetery. Unfortunately, the grave seems to
be unmarked, A plague on the Cemetery gate gives the wrong date of
Skinner's death.

A Sguatter!s Fence Mr. Crellin says that as late as 1922, there couid

be seen the remains of a fence which used to divide two early cattle runs =
Rosedale held by John King, and an unr egistered run held by a squatter
named Firebrace. The fences ran east and west two miles north of
Toongabbie township, in property then owned by Fr. J.W. Gales.

"Kent Houge'was built by Edward Jones in the eighties, the only brick
building ever to be erected in Toongabblie until recent times.,

Barly Selectors Christie Christensén and James Slater, both fronm
Walhalla selected land in 1865, Others were R. Scott, Prescott Humphrey,
Thomas Williams, R. Packet, Thomas Greaves, Thomas Hill, John Buntine,
Edward Ries, Charles Gales, Parkinson, Pentridge, Wm. Carey, Whykes, Tim

- Hogan, Thompson, Cutting, J. Hazel, Dominic Campbell, O'lMeara, T. Gadd
and He Shiels.

'ngtriége Before Mr, Pentridge came here, he had lived for a tlme at
Coburg, formerly called Pentridge, probable afier his famlly.
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Obituaries.
Frank Moon, 27/4/67, aged 87 vears.

On Thursday, 27th Apr11 1967, occurred the death of Francis Herbert
Arthur Moon at Orbost Hospital. He is important in our story of Gippsland,
because, sixty years ago, he ‘discovered the Buchan Caves. We are indebted to
Mrs. Joséphine Bakker of 13 Marie Street Traralgon, for these notes on the
man and his discovery.

Francis Herbert Arthur Moon, born 20/11/1880 the son of Robert Moon
and Margaret (nee Ross), was the discoverer of the Buchan Caves. At the time
of the discovery, John Flynn, later to become famous as Flynn of the. Inland,.
was living at Buchan, and it was he who informed the Government. This led to
the development of the Caves. A plaque attached to the wall at the opening of
the Falry Cave reads:

"This tablet commemorates the exploration of these caves by Fndn31s
Herbert: Arthur Moon, who, on the 18th March, 1907, at great personal risk
made a descent by rope into what is now called the Fairy Cave. It is a mark
of public recognition of the valuable part he played in the development of
this great national asset." , o R

Mrs. Bakker is the grand-daughter of Robert and Margaret Moon, and .
therefore, the niece of Frank loon. Margaret Moon (nee Ross% was the daughter
of George Ross, 1827-1882, bootmaker of Rosedale. His wife, Jane Ross (nee
Baxter) was lost in the bush at Rosedale in 1868, and debplte an 1nten81ve
search, her body was never found. ,

Thomasg Qulglev, 3;/5/67, aged 85 years.

Tom Qulgley, a pioneer hlmself, of the Worwell and Yinnar dlstrlcts,
and a member of a pioneering family, died at Ylnnar, on Wednesday, Slst. May,
1967, on hlS 85th. birthday.

He was a son of John and Bridget Quigley (nee Meagher). John. Qulgley ,
is shown as the owner of one of the Morwell allotments in the first survey of
the Morwell township, in 1879. An early account of Morwell staftes that "on the
corner block on which now stands Mackay's Hotel, there used to be a slab
building, occupled by John Quigley, and used as an hotel, store and butcher's - - -
shop." '

Later on, when the township of Yinnar arose as a result of the‘railway
passing through there in 1886, John Qulgley conducted the firgt hotel and the
first butchery business in Yinnar.

Thomas Quigley was a member of the Morwell Shire Counc11 for thirty
years, representing the Yinnar Riding from 1920 to 1949. He was tw1ce President
of the Shire - in 1925—26 and again in 1937~38

This Month's Supplement.

» Our supplement this month is devoted almost entirely to the five
schools in the Flynn district area. For most of our information we are indebted
to Mrs. Irene Wright, "Woolmers", Flynn, and to Mr. W. J. Cuthill of 11 Fairmont
Avenue, Camberwell. These two historians have supplied us with so much inform-
ation that, of hecessity, we must devote much, or perhaps all, of our next
issue to the subject of Flynn. For example, we would like. to print the story
of some of the pioneering families, and at least list the names of the early
selectors, .

‘Flynn or Fllnn.

There seems to be no- ansver as to the correct spelling of the name -
as to whether. it should be "Flynn" or "Flinn". The older spelling was certalnly
"Plinn", and many of the older people still object to the spelling of
"Flynnstead School” shown in big letters on the . outside wall of that disused

school, now occupied by the Country Roads Board Camp. However, during theé’
last fifty years, and perhaps longer, officials and authorities have used
"Flynn"., We have fallen into line and used this spelling throughout.
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The History of the Flynn District.

The Number of a School and the Age of a School.

Generally, from the number of a State School, we can gauge pretty
accurately the year of its establishment. When Victoria gained separation
from New South Wales in 1851, the new State carried on the same educational
organization. Education was not free nor compulsory, but through two Boards
of Education - the National Board, and the Denominational Board, the State
subsidized two kinds of schools - Denominational or Church Schoolo, and
National or Secular Schools.

This dual system_of control was found to be inefficient and wasteful,
s0, in 1863, as a result of an Act passed in 1862, one body, the Common Schools
Board, took control of our subsidized schools, which were re-named C ommon
Schools. All the existing schools were listed alphabetically, so that Alberton
School became No. 1, Belvoir School (now known as Wodonga State School) v
became No. 37; Horsham State School, No. 298; Sale School No. 545, and so on. -
From these numbers, we can estimate that there must have been approximately
700 Common Schools in existence when the Common School era began.

From then on, schools have been numbered in the chronological order of
their establishment. The following table gives the approximate relationship
between: the number of a school and the year of its establishment:-

School Numbers Perios in Which BEstablished.

L to T00.ie.eo....Between 1851 and 1862
701 to 1000ee.ueeess.Between 1863 and 1870
1001 to 1500.ececs...Between 1871 and 1874
1501 to 2500..........Between 1875 and 1882
2501 to 3000 seeeesss.Between 1883 and 1890
5001 to 3500.c4ese....Between 1891 and 1900.

These numbers and dates reflect the stages of growth of population in
Victoria, as well as the changes in the dispersal of that population, and
improving social conditions. Through the fifties and sixties, a series of gold
rushes brought people flocking into Victoria. The number of schools doubled
from 700 in 1862 to 1200 in 1872,

But the greatest period of expansion in the number of schools was from
1871 to 1882, a period of twelve years, in which there was a 25 times increase,
- from 1,000 schools to 2,500 schools. There were three main causes for- this.

The Land Acts of the late 81xtles and early seventies took the large,
leased holdings of the squatters, and made this land available to a host of
small farmers or selectors, each selectlon consisting of 320 acres. Never
before or sincé has Victoria seen such an intensive period of decentralization.
All these families, scattered over the whole countryside, needed schoels for
their children ~ if they could afford to pay the small fees charged.

Generally, a child's schooling was of short duration -~ perhaps between
the ages of seven and eleven years, because selectors were poor and needed to
get full value for their money. They were mainly concerned that thelr children
should learn reading, writing and arithmetic. The average attendance was also
low, since, if a child missed one day in a week, through illness or any other
cause, his parents would keep him home for the rest of the week, rather than
pay for e short week's schooling.

Secondly, coinciding with the Land Rush, the Great Education het,
finally passed in December 1872, made education free and compulsory as from
1873. This meant a vast and an immediate increase in school enrolments, a
lengthier stay at. school, and much more regular attendance. We find children
of three years of age, or even younger, being sent to school, possibly to keep
a school going, when there was danger of losing a school through lack of
numbers, and also possibly to relieve harassed mothers of large families, of
the duties of looking after their children for a large part of the day.

The network of railways built throughout Victoria in the late
seventies increased the boom of development. Between 1873 and 1878, each year
sew established approximately 150 schools - twelve every month, or three
every week.
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Flynn Dlstrlct Schools.

In a country dlstrlct much of the hlstory of that district can be
found in the history of its schools, particularly for the early selectlon
period. No sooner was one part of the country settled, than the families there
petitioned for a school. ‘

There were five State Schools in the Flynn district, but all of them
have now been. cloged, the last one, Upper Flynn State School, No. 2311, having
closed only last Friday, 2nd. June 1967. These-schools were:-

1. Flynn's Creek School, No. 13%20........1870 - 1918.
2. Upper Flynn School.....No. 231l.sees...1880 ~ 1967,
3. Sydney Cottage School, No. 2312........1880 - 1892,
4. Loy Yang State School, No. 2607..... ... 1884 - 1899.
5. Flynnstead School......No. 2944,.......1889 ~ 1948,

The story of these five schools is very confusing,with some schools
closing and then re-opening, and with others changing from full-time to .
half-time and back again to full-time. Let us try to deal with each in turn
and in chronological order.

1. Flynn's Creek State School, No. 1320,

This was one of the oldest schools in the @istrict, being established
a little before the school at Traralgon. Both Flynn's Creek School and the
Traralgon School were first classified as Rural Sschools, in the era of Common
Schools, but in January 1874; Flynn's Creek Rural School, No. 25, became
Flynn's Creek State School, No. 1320. At the same tlme, Traralgon School
became Traralgon State School, No. 1328.

' In 1870, the land was still in the hands of the squatters, there were
as yet no selectors in the area. The tiny village of Plynn's Creek may have had
a small shanty or hotel and a blacksmith's shop as well as the school, and
perhaps a family or two.employed on the neighbouring cattle runs lived there,
but it was not on a coach road, and the railway built in 1877 passed four miles
to the north of it. It could never have grown to be a township of any size.
Below is a list of most of the head—teachers atationed at this school:

1870scesse.Thomas Mill 1904.......Ellen C. Drew

1871-1873. .David Barclay 1904...... .James ‘Cubbins : RS
1874-1877 (or later)..A. Lindsay 1905-1906..0wen O'Brien
1884-1886..Donald Schulze 1907¢4¢....Thomas Dietz
1886~1889......closed 1907 eeeecs .V. E. Peters

1890-~1898, .BEdith Lacey 19084 ees...John E. F. Wannen

18994 .c....Bllen Kerwin 1909-1910. .Joseph Austin
1899.......Ada Murphy 1911.......G. Nicholas
1900.+.....Enjeborg Chrlstensen 1911.......Norman G. Richards.

1902-1904. .Susan Hilliard

Some of the early work-mistresses (or sewing-mistresses) appointed
were Mrs., Gravatt 1871; Mrs. Mary Hickey, who died within a few months of the
appointment in 1875; Mrs. Lindsay 1875-1877, presumdbly the wife of the head—
teacher; and Mary Little 1877.

There is a record of the enrolment in 1884 - an enrolment of only ten
pupils. They were:- Alice Graham (aged 11.0); Millie Graham (6.10); Emnma '
Graham (13.9); Henry Graham (9.7); Thomas Rowley (13.5); Clara Stuckey (8.7);
Thomas Stuckey (11.8); James Missen (7.3); Maria Rowlands (13.5); and George
Stammers (12.9).

The little girl, Clara Stuokey, named in this list, is still alive
today, and as Mrs. T. Y. Anderson, is well known in the district

New pupils in 1885 were W. Anderson (8.8); Ellen Wright (4. 10); and
Annie Richards ?14 4). :

In 1886 the school was closed and the building moved. The Loy Yang
building was moved to that site in 1889, and the school was re-opened, working
half-time with Upper Flynn. It was closed as a school in 1918, but was still
used as a post—office until destroyed by a grass-fire in 1920.

_ The .only other public building at Flynn's Creek was Christ Church,
built in 1878, closed in 1962, and dismantled in 1967. Memorial gates,
erected there by Mrs W. J. Stuckey,in memory of her husband and son, are to
be transferred to St. Mark's Church, Rosedale.




el e il o .. L M .,’""“ . e e Pa e 2 .

The Morwell Historical~Societv-News,vVol.'S;;;;.l967.

2 Upper Flvnn State School No. 2311.

A petltlon for a school at Upper Plynn was submltted to the Eduoatlon
Departmen’c in Febrnary 1878, and, after the usual survey of the educational
needs of that district was made, a school was opened there in August 1880.
The enrolment was never very large and consequently the school was reduced to
half-time status on occasions, working generally with Flynn's Creek School,
but at least once with Willung South School. It was closed in 1928 and
remained closed until comparatively recently. Now, a week or so ago, it has
been closed again (2/6/67 ‘and no doubt, it will never again be re-opened.
Head-teachers of the school up till its closure in 1928 were:-

. 1880-1884. .Richard Jope ' 1907eeesseeThomas Dietz

- 1886-1890..Donald Schulze - 1908.......Joseph Austin
1891~-1893. .James W. Whitney 1921.......Murray Scott
1893-1896. .Margaret McMahon 3 1921.......Cecil Canpbell
18%.......James D, Hambrook =  1922.......Arthur Flint
1897.......Florence E. Bond 1923.......Miss L. Trengrove
1898-1900. .Ethel Molyneux 1924¢¢eeesMrs. H. Howden
1900-~1903, .Maud L. Popplewell . 1925¢4 0.0 Miss Lundy
1903. ... .. Fanny 0'Neil 19264e.....Miss A, Williamson
1904.......Bertha Moffoor 19264000 Margaret Marshall
1904.......James Cubbins 1927¢¢e...oligonard C. Cayglll

1904"“1906‘ .Owen O'Bl’len ) 1928- vessea e .¢.C10$ed-
o ‘ ‘ ' Re-opened in recent years but closéd
again in 1967.

Although land was allotted in this area for a Mechanics' Institute
and a church,suggesting the possibility of a small township rising here, such -
a development never eventuated, and only the little school-house marked the
existence of Upper Plynn's Creek. '

3. Sydney Cottage State School No. 2312.’

The fact that this school’ bore the next number after. that of Upper
Flynn State School indicates that the two schools opened at the same times
A portable school was despatched from Melbourne in July 1880, and we can
assume that the school opened duiing the next month, August.l880, the same
month as for the Upper Flynn Schoel.

Sydney Cottage is a strange name for a school or area, or the Cattle
Run from which the school took ‘its name., Originally, the area was the southern
part of Snake Ridge Statlon, héld for mny years by John King, a grandson of
Governor Philip Gidley King, Goveérnor of New South Wales, 1800-1806. Snake
Ridge covered a very large area stretching north of the Latrobe River and also
south. Eventually, some of the southern section was detached to form a separate
station controlled by other members of the King family. No doubt it was they
who gave the run the name of Sydney Cottage Station. The two eldest sons of
Governor King (botn illegitimate but still acknowledged and brought up with
his later famlly) were named Norfolk and Sydney, and it is probable that the
name Sydney Cottage had something to do with this second son.

The only teacher there of whom we have any record at present was
Frances M. Cairns, and it is probable that she was the sole teacher for the
twelve years during which the school operated, 1880-1892, On its closure, the
scholars were transferred to Flynn s Creek School,No.1320, three or four miles
due west of Sydney Cottage.

Frances Margaret Cairms lived at Rosedale, a Well~respected and
popular resident. No doubt, she continued to live in Rosedale while teachlng
at Sydney Cottage School. There is a memorial to her in the Rosedale Presbyt-
erian Church, stating that she died 13/9/1944 aged 87 years, and that she had
been a Sunday School teacher for 72 years. For a time, she was also organist
at this church. In addition, she served the Church of England congregation of
St. Mark's,Rosedale, teaching in the Sunday School there for 60 years. .
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4. Loy Yang State School, No. 2607.

There seems 1o Ye-seme confusion in the official records in the use
of the name, Loy Yang. One map shows a survey of a township of that name at
the place where Flynn's Creek-School was situated. Other letters refer to
Plynnstead Station School as though that place was Loy Yang. However, there
was a railway station, or siding, between Traralgon and Flynnstead, called
Loy Yang, and it was apparently in this area that the Loy Yang School was
located. The confusion would arise from the fact that the area of the old
Loy Yang Cattle Station included all these locations in its vast expanse.

We know little about the school other than it opened in 1884 and
closed in 1899, when the building was removed to Flynn's Creek.

Head~teachers at the school were:-

1884-1896..Miss M.F, Hagens. 1896. .Hugh Irwin. 1897-1899..George A. Baird

The most important thing about this school is that Maria Frederica
Hagens (or Freddie Hagens) taught there from the opening of the school, 4/10/84
until 19/10/1896 a period of twelve years =— and she was a fine woman and an
outstanding teacher, highly respected wherever she went. Mr. T. S. Burton, the
oldest member of the Traralgon Historical Society,attended thls school at one
stage, simply because Fre&dle Hagens taught there.

5. Flynnstead Railway Station School, No. 2944.

This school, like all the other schools in this area, had a very
chequered career, sometimes in full opération, then half-time, and finally
closed, although it servéd the only place that could really be considered a
township in the area we are now considering., It was the most suitable place
for a township, being situated on the main Melbourne-Sale railway and road.
A township wasisurveyed by E. L. Bruce (father of the authoress Mary Grant
Bruce), in 1882; a railway station was opened there in 1894; and a- school
established in 1899. Some of the head~teachers at this school were:=-

1889. 6. 4+40ssbavid Barclay 192400000000 Lovegoy
1890..c.....Walter B, Camfield 1925.......Ray Luckins
1894¢......lMr. Featherstone :  eesssescesslliss Bdna Jacobi
1894-1896..Miss M. F. Hagens 1931e.4s.eFrank Thom
189 ¢.ese..Hugh Irwin o 1932.......Tony Rhoden
1897-1899. .George A. Baird ‘ 193%.04....Gs Rosenhain
1900-~1905, ., James D.Hambrook 1936-19%9, .Lance Webster -
seconnes .. Mrs. Thompson 1940.......Leo Brennan

Miss Bennett 1947 ¢e ... Molly Evans

Miss Ryan 1047 c0e.sMrse Irene Wright

Mrs, Vincent 194704 vs .. Mary Holten

Miss Stagg 1948,......T. Pascoe

The school was closed down in 1948, The building remains there, quite
a handsome, solid structure of brick. & few years ago, it looked something of
a derelict, with its windows smashed by vandals, as it stood there, empty,
neglected and unprotected. However, the Country Roads Board moved into it in
1965, using the place as a kind of permanent camp. The damage to the building
was repaired, and it now forms the living-room centre for the men who have
their tents in the school-ground.

The only other building now at Flynnstead, apart from this former
school, and some small railway-siding buildings, is the hall, built by
voluntary labour in 1920, with the timber donated, and the saw~-milling done
free by Jeff's sawmill, then situated beside the railway station,.

An older school, a weatherboard building, was located next door to
this hall, Just a little to the west of it. It was removed. about 1922, and
then the brick building was ervected, not very far away, on the road from
Flynnstead to Flynn's Creek and Upper Flynn.

There used to be a little business centre at Flynnstead - a general
store and a butcher's shop, as well as the sawmill. Just across the railway
line, on the main road, was a hotel, built in the sixties of last century, in
the days .of the squatters. Hugh Buntine had applied for the licence -of this
hotel, but did not take up his option. An old, underground well, with its
rounded, brick—and-mortar top, marks the site of the old hotel, and is the
only remaining evidence of any habitation there.

About half a mile or so down the road running east of Flynnstead, and
south of the railway-line, there used to be another sawmill, at which Ned
Kelly is said to have worked, when 19 years o0ld. Another important industry
was Hagen-White's meat-works.
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Squatters and Selectors.

. Although a few squatters, coming overland from the lMonaro Plateau,
penetrated to the outskirts of Gippsland, perhaps as early as 1835, and although
Angus McMillan's explorlng work in this .region was done mainly in the years,
1839, 1840 and 1841, the squatting era in .Gippsland really began in 1841 with
the discovery of a port at Port. Albert; which became the chief gateway into
Gippsland for the next thirty years, a period of time which coincides almost
exactly with Gippsland's squatting era. Until 1870~71, the land was held by
lease by the squatters, in vast holdings averaging about 25 square miles each.

Snake Ridge Station was occupied by John Reeve in 1842, and this
station included Flynn and the present site of Rosedale. It was a particularly
huge area of 60,160 acres, estimated to be capable, in those times, of holding
1200 cattle and 25,000 sheep.

In 1854, Snake Ridge was transferred to T. Holt and J. Croft, and in
1861 to John King and Co. In 1866, the property was divided into two sections -~
the Ridge, and Sydney Cottage. At this time, the northern section, the Ridge,
was occupied by John King (perhaps managed by D. McLeod), and Sydney Cottage,
which was a much smaller section in the south,and east of the original run, by
William Essington King, a brother of John King. These two men, John and William
Bssington King, were sons of Admiral Phillip Parker King, and grandsons of
Governor Philip Gidley King, Governcdr of "New South Wales", 1800-1806.

Loy Yang, a much smaller run, to the west of Snake Ridge, was held by
James Rintoull in 1845, and then, in 1848, by John Fowler Turnbull. Mr. W, J.
Cuthill, the Traralgon historian, says that Loy Yang (pronounced Low Yang) is
aboriginal for "Big Eel".

- Further to the west agaln, and adjoining Loy Yang, was Traralgon
Station, occupied in 1844 by Edward Hobson for his brother, Dr. Edmund Hobson.

While the squatters held such vast areas, the land could not be
anything but sparsely populated. The.situation changed when, as a result of a
series of Land Acts in the late sixties, the squatting leases were not renewed,
the land was divided into allotments of 320 acres, and offered t6 the small
farmers, or sélectors, on very favourable terms. 4 few selectors arrived as
early as 1870, and soon, something like a land rush developed, as all through
the seventies and the eighties, thousands of families flocked into the country
areas of Victoria. The gold rush had ceased; the land rush followed.

Coinciding with the opening of the land, came the Great Education Act
of December 1872, which made education of the children of Victoria compulsory
and free. This placed the obligation of providing schools for the children of
these many’ selectors, upon the Government, and its Department of Education.
Prior to 1870, there were few schools in’' Gippsland; from 1873 onwards the
number increased rapidly.

It seéms to -have been the policy of the Department to establish these
schools not much more than four miles apart from one another. This meant that,
frequently, & school recruited its pupils from a radius of only two miles.
Although the holdings were small, and the average number of children in a family
in those days was very large, the close proximity of these country schools, one
to another, meant a constant struggle to keep enrolments high enough to warrant
the continuation of some of them. This happened in the Flynn area, where some
schools were closed for a time, or made half-time with others, and where,:
eventually, all five schools were closed. ,

The country population today is much smaller than it was in the days
of the selectors. Modern machinery and modern methods of farming have made it
possible and also desirable for families to extend their holdings to twice or
three times the size of the original 320 acres. At the same time, modern
families are small, If there are only half as many families on the land, and
these families are only half the size of those in Victorian days, then our
country population is only a quarter of what. it used to be. Add to that, better
roads and easier travel, and we have the reasons for the disappearance of many
country schools.

The Name of Flynn. :

Flynn's Creek was named after an early police officer, stationed in
the district, and whose family may have settled beside the creek., He was James
Manton Flynn, who was appointed Chief Constable at Alberton, 5/1/1848, a post
which he held for six years. The Police Magistrate of Alberton, Mr. A.M.McCrae,-
wrote to the Commissioner of Police in 1853, recommending a grant to Flinn from
the Police Reward Fund, stating that "Mr. Flinn is an old public -servant. He:
was formerly Chief Constable at Berrima, and has filled the same office at
Alberton for the last six years, during which he has discharged his duties well".
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He seems to have reached the rank of Sergenat before his office
disappeared on the reorganization of the Police Force in 1853, He died in
Melbourne 18/3/1875, at the age of 84 years.

Perhaps he came to live in the Rosedale district after his retirement
from the Police Force in 1853. A tombstone in the Rosedale Cemetery carries the
following inscription: "Mary O'Malley, Relict of the late James Manton Flinn,
died at Rosedale, 28/6/1876, aged 53. '

Early Settlers at Flynn.

Records show that there were settlers at Flynn in the early 1860's.
For example, Hugh Buntine applied in 1863 for a licence to conduct a hotel
there, and, although he did not proceed with the matter, the very application
is an indication that he considered Flynn a good place for such a business
venture, In fact, a hotel was built there, not long afterwards, on the main
Sale~lMelbourne road.

. Butler's "Gippsland and Woods Point Directory for 1866" lists three
families at Flynn's Creek -~ the Buntines, the Taylors, and the McRaes. The
State Register of Births shows that three children of James Pearce and Betsy
Pearce (nee Dove) were born at Flynn between 1863 and 1866 - Mary 7/10/63;

a son 7/11/1864; and another daughter 20/1/1866. A daughter was born to James
Anderson and Jane Anderson (nee Moore) 3/7/67, and a son of Charles Ignatz
Du Ve and Agnes Adamson Du Ve (nee Buntine), Charles, was born at Flynn 4/9/67.

Pioneer Selectors. It is impossible for reasons of space to list all the early
gselectors at Flynn, but here are some of them:-

1871.. H. Miller, "New Grove", Lower Flynn. 1872.. W. H. Disher
1874.. J. White-Hagan, "Staple Grove",Lower Flynn. s«

1875.. Thomas Whitney, "Melton Park". ' . 18T7.. W. HMissen

1878. .Robert James Graham, "Summer Hill", 1877.. Margaret Stuckey
1881.. Thomas Wright, "Willow Brook".

1882,. A. Missen (Property_now called "Woolmers") 1889" T. Stuckey
1883.. T« G. Anderson, "Gowrie'". , ©1881l.. J. Missen
1883.. J. Widdis, "Pine Grove", Lower Flynn. '

Townships.

Of the five schools with which we have been dealing, only two can
claim to have been in a township, and even then the claim of one of these,
(Flynn's Creek) would be a very slim one., At Sydney Cottage, Loy Yang and .
Upper Flynn, there never was any public building other than the school.

At Flynnstead, there was the school, a hall, the station, a store,

a butcher's shop and a sawmill., At Flynn's Creek, there was one public building
other than the school - Christ Church, built 1878, dismantled 1967.

Loy Yang School was situated on the main road (Princes Highway),
about five miles east of Traralgon. Loy Yang railway station (or siding) was
nearer Traralgon, about a mile away from the school. The only traces of a
railway stop there (and someone having lived there) are a line of four or five
pine trees, and a few garden plants, still managing to reproduce themselves,
every year, amongst the coarse grass.

Flynnstead Hotel.

411 we know about this hotel is that it was being conducted in 1875
by J. Buchanan, in 1896 by Thomas Wright, and later by Joseph Wright. The last
licencee, when it closed about 1901, was Mr. George Freshwater. 4 N

The Meat Works.

_ This quite important industry was situated half a mile or so from the
station-siding, and established by Mr. J. White~Hagan on his property,
"Staplegrove". A short spur 'railway line was put down from Flymn Station to
the meat~works, and although the rails have long since been removed, the slight
rise in the turf marking the track, can still be seen. A huge, underground tank,
which supplied the necessary water, is still there. ‘

The Onley Family. . The first station-mistress, and therefore post-mistress
also, at Flynnstead, was Mrs., Lilian Onley, wife of Alfred James Onley, a line
repairer, There were gates for a time, operated manually, but these were removed
in 1923. The station closed in 1956, except for goods and livestock traffic.

Eucapyptus Factory.

About 1900, W. Anderson had a eucalyptus factory in the
Flynn district, but not at Flynmstead village.
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No Years Ave Parent (or G) _Occupation Last School
1 SYKES Robert 1880-81 13.0 SYKES John Paruner Tlymn'ts Creek
2 " Amy 1880-84 11,1 " wo "

3 "o William 1880-35 9,1 i " "

4 v John 188088 6,10 " 1 n

5 " May 1880-8% 4.3 " : " nil = ¥
6 BRADIN Letitia 188084 10.6 BRADIN James " Flynn's Creek
7 " Susannah 1880-86  8.11 " i "

8 " Eliza 1880-88 7.1 " " "

9 i Touisa 1880-89 5,2 " " "

10 " Samuel 1880-86  11.11 i . " nil

11 JOPE Amnie 1880-84 3,0 JOPE Richard Teacher nil

12 TYOUNG Robert 1880-80 10.4 YOUNG James ° Parmer Flynnts Creek

1%  DUNN Margaret 1880-82 6,0 ¥ Robert n nil

14 TDOEERTY Annie 1880-85 11.1 DODD John. * Flymn's Creek

15 YOUNG Mary Jane 1880-81 8,0 YOUNG James " nil '

16 w James 1880-81 6.5 " it n

17 ¥ Thomas 188080 4.1 " " "

18 BRADIN Mary 1880-82 13,1 BRADIN James " Richmond

19 DOONAN Louisa 1881-82 4.1 DOONAN Jonathan " nil .

20 SCALES Edith 18381-81 14.6 SCAIRS . George i Flymm's Creek

2 " Qlarinda 1831-85 9.6 woo " "

220 Eilen 1881-88 7.8 " " "

. ~ 2% DALRYMPIE Susan 1881-86  9.11 DALRYMPLE James L Sale

24 " Andrew 1881-87 8.6 L & nil

25 E i) Marggre -t 1881 ._88 6 o 1 ¥ 1 1% )

26 McDONAID John 1858181 - e i Traralgon

27 SYKES George 1881-88 2,7 SYKES John " nil

28 SCALES Fifma 1881-90 6.6 SCALRES George “ "

29 YOUNG John R. 1881-81 7.0 YOUNG Robert " "

50 " Margaret 1881-81 5.0 o "

31 SCAIES George 1882-91 4.3 SCALES George " W

32 DALRYMPIE James 1882-50 5,2 DALRYMPLE James " i

33 JOFE - 1882-84 3,2 JOPE Richard Teacher i

34 1FEE Mary J. 1883-83 11.2 - LEE Cherles Contractor Glenmaggie

35 % Josiah 1883-83 . 8.1 1 , " w

36 " TLeonard 1883-83 5,1 L. " L

37  SYKES Thomas 1883-88 2,11  SYKES John Farmer nil

38 1IEE Rachel 1883-83 3.3 IEE Charles Contractor " :

39 FARLEY Amnie 1883-84 12,0 MAXFTELD Edward Farmer Flynn's Creek

40 BRADEN Sarsh 1884=92 3,9 BRADEN James w nil

4% SCALES Arthur 1884-92 4.3 SCALES George " "

42 DALRYMPIE George 1884-93 4,9 DALRYMPLE James i "

43 ROWLEY Thomag 1884~84 13,1 ROWLEY John R Flynnts Creck

A4 VISSEN James A. J. 1884-90  6.11 MISSEN Albord " W

45 WEEDING Adas 188485 12,8 WEEDING Louisa F. Servant Sale

A6 HANDIEY Walter Wm., 1835-93 4.9 HANDIEY Walter - Farmer nil

47 GRAHAM Henry R, 1885-89 10,3 GRAHAM Robert J. " Flym's Creek

483 PATE Helen 1885-86 11.4 PATT Jameg " Traralgon

49 " Merion 1885-86 9.6 it L LA

50 ¥ Blizabeth 1885-86 8.1 it " "

51 ¥ Grace 1885-86 6,10 W : " "

52 HANDLEY Ethel 1885-96 3,5 HANDIEY Walter i nil

53 SCALES Mabel 1885-96 3.5 SCALES CGeorge L "

54 MEREDITH Eleanor 1885 1.1 VEREDITH Marshall Carxpenter  Payncsville

55 " Beatrice 1885~ 9.1 L " Lakes Entrance

56 DALRYMPLE Daniel ~ 1885-94 3,11  DALRYIPIE Daniel Farmer nil

57 BUTCHER Martha 1885-86 10,9 WORRIS William o Praralgon

58 BLACKER George 1886-87 12.6 BLACKER Elizm. Grazier Sale

59 DWYER John 1886-87 11.8 YRR John Labourer South Melbourne

60 "™  Phillip 1886-87 7.8 " " » ~
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67 DAVIDSON Edward 1886~87 6.6 DAVIDSON Goorbv Labourer Traralgon

62 . " . Goéorgenia - 1886-87- 9,0- i L oo )

6% CANMPBELL Margarct 1886-83 1%.1 CAVMPBELL Richard TFarmer Sale

64 HUNT Herbert E, 1886-88 13,6 HUNT Anne " Yarra Park

65 BBEAZLEY William 1886~88 11,6 MISSEN Joseph " NyS W,

66 SYKES Henry » 1836~88 4.C SYKES John ¥ nil

€7 DAVIDSON Esther 1887-87 5.3 DAVIDSON George  Labourer il

68 ANDERSON Wille B, 1887-89 10.3 ANDERSON William TFarmer Mlymnts Creck

69 IOUGHNAN Michael 18387-91 10.11 LOUGHHAN Martin " Devenish

70 W Bridget 188751 8.10 w w #

71 " Anastasia 1887=91 7.8 " " "

72 " - Mary 1887-91 4.0 " Michael H nil

73 " Thomas 1887-91 5.6 " Martin “ Devenish

T4 " Bridget 1887-91 6.0 " . Michael " W '

75 i Margare‘t ?887"-91 B.O ¥ §F e i

7% " Mogay 1887-91 113 " - John " .

77 " Michasl 1887-91  10.2 # oo ¥ i

78 w James - 1887-91 6410 " ks e 1

79 " Mary 1888-91 3.9 " Vartin " nil

80 it John 1888-91 5.2 oW John. e "

81 GRAHAM Alice M. G. 18838-89 10.6 GRAHAK J. it " Flymn's Creek

82 HANDIEY Matilda 1888-96 4.3 HANDIEY Walter w nil

83 LOUGHNAN Patrick 1888-91 4.1 LOUGHNAN John " w

B84 i Michael 1883-91 Sl i Michael E "

85 TFAIKINER Florence  18838~96 4.0 FAIXTINER Frederick % "

86 ANDERSCN Harold 18868-88 11.11 ANDERSON T, Y Manager {Steam Laundrv...

Carlton Col /

87 ROSEL Henry 1888-89 12.3 ROSEL John Farmer Doncaster W.

83 ¥ Frederick 1888-89 10.11 i L "

89 i Ann 1 888*91 8, 5 3 i 5

90 " Emma, 1888-91 4.11 # . . "

91 SCALES Hilda 1835-96 5.2 SCALES George ! =

92 MAXETELD John 1890-94 6.3 VAXFTELD Edward " nil

9% SCALES Emma 1890~90 6.6 SCALES George H ¥

g4 SCALES George 1890-91 4.3 " " "

95 DALRYMPIE James (see 32)

96 FAULKINER Henry 189090 15.4 FAULKINER Charles - Loy Yang =~ ~°

97 CLARK Phebe 1890~0¢ 11.9 CLARK George Land Office Prahran

98 a3 Llly 1890-=90 9 . 4 it ’ i 1

99 McKENZIE Alex 189092 6.4 McEENZIE  Jolhn Caretaker Geelong

100 " Miggison 1890-02 8.4 i " "

101 LOUGHNAN Xatherine 1890-91 3.7 LOUGHNAN Martin Farmer nil

102 FALKINER May 1890-99 3.9 FPALKINER Frederick M "

10% BUNSTON Martha 1890-92 7,10 BUNSTON James i Sydney Cot.

104 ” James H, 1890-93 5,6 .= # "

105 - 111 (see 41, 42, 45, 52, 53, 56, 40.)

112 IOUGHNAN Elizabeth 1891-9% Zal LOUGHNAN Michael w nil

11% WALKER Mey Ellen 1891~-94 11.3 SEBIRE Charles i Errol St

114 FAUIKNER John 189293 4.6 FAULKNER Frederick " - onil

115 COLLINS Susamna 189292 5.9 BRADEN James " "

116 LIVINGSTON Reginald 1892-92 11.4 LIVINGSTON - ! Traralgon

17 H Royden  1892-93 11.0 i ' " "

18 i Gordon 1892-06 8.6 # # w

119 TYE Clarence 189292 10,11 SCALES George i Prahran

120 SCALES Gertrude 1892-99 4.9 “ ' W nil

121 HANDLEY David 1892-99 6,0 HANDLEY Walter i "

122 OLIVE William J. 1893-94 10,0 OLIVE William J. Grazier )  John Birchman's

123 " John 1893-94 7.6 n | ") R.C. School,

124 *  George 189%--04 6,0 W 1 ) Melbourne

125 MORRIS Jane 1893--93 10,7 MORRIS Alice Housekeeper Xilmore

126 OLIVE Nay 189304 12,3 OLIVE William J. Grazier St.Ignatius, g
: Richmond.

127 MAXFIELD Susan 1393-94 11.0 MAZFTELD Ed. Parmer Mrs, Hapler!s 2

Private School,

Traralgon. )
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128 COOK Thomas 189497 10.4 COCK. Thos. A.. Distiller Bulga

129 ® William 1894~-97 6.8 & . w o

130 NEWPORT Sarah 1894~94 8.6 NEWPORT George Hotel-Keeper Port Melbourne

131  JACK Imcy ‘ 1894-96 12,3 JACK Thomas Farmer Dandenong

172 ® Christina 1894~-96 10,2 " ) n n

135 W Jeanette 189496 8,10 n n i

134 " Clara 1894--96 65,8 n n "

135 " Moy 1894-96 4.4 "t " nil

136 TFAULKNER Hetty 1894-99 4,9 FAUTKIER Fred " "

137 ENTICOTT Florence 189498 4,7 ENTICOTT Thos. ¥ i

138 i A fred 189408 5,9 K . i i

139 ESLER William 1895-97 11.10 ESLER Hugh " Moonee Ponds

140 " Gordon 1895-97 9,10 n " "

1414 " Helen 1895-97 6.1 e L "

142 " Daisy 1895-97 5.1 L " nil

143  LIVINGSTON Gwendoline 95-03 4.6 LIVINGSTON Wa. Sheep Farm L

144 HANDIEY Alice 1895-0% 5,11  HANDLEY Walter Farmer u

145 BBERT Elise 1895-95  §,2 EBERT Otto Manager:Farm Scorsby

146 " BErna 189595 7.3 " 1 nil

147 FAULKNFER Charles 1895-03% 4,10  FAULKNER Fred Labourer "

148 COOK Ellen 1895-97 5,11  COOK Thos. A. Distiller s

149 HANDLEY May 1896-04 5,0 HANDLEY Walter Farmex i

150 FAULKNER Fred 1896-03 4.4 PAULKIER Fred Labourer “

151 HAMBROOK Maurice 1896-96 13,7 HAMBROOK James Teacher Glengarry
152" Johmn 1896-96 11.1 L iy "

153 SEBIRE Margaret 18 96-05 6,3 SEBIRE Charles Farmer nil

154 MAZE Arthur 1896-97 6,7  UNAZE Arthur Wheelwright Traralgon

155 SEBIRE Fanny 189606 4,5 .+ SEBIRE €., Peter Farmer nil

156 ENTICOTT Arthur 1896-98 5,3  ENTICOTT Thos " i

157 BROWN Horace 1897-08. 6,10 LIVINGSTON W, J, ¥ Prahran

158 to 160 .. (see 82, 85, 91) . /

161 PETERSON Edith 1897-97 = PRTERSON Margt. Charwoman Traralgon

162 ROONEY Emily Jane  1897-08 11.8 ROONE.“f Patrick Labourer ¥

'z 63 if 1\]58173;,- Al’me 1897“99 9 o 9 ki , 13 . . i

164 SCALES Mzbel Rhoda (see 53) o :

165 BROOMFIELD Alex 189700 13,2 BROOMEIELD Robert Farmexr Shepparton

166 ¥ Marion 1897-03 8.8 RN " "

167 WHITE Shirley I. 1897-97 10,10 WHITE Minnie nil Prahran

1658 MAZE Arthur (see 154) : S

169 SEBIRE Percy 189809 4.8 SEBIRE Peter Farmer nil

170 STERLING Eileen 1898-08 6.8 LIVINGSTON W, J. " ' Prahran
171 BROOMFIELD Lizzie 1898-07 5,3 BROOMFTIELD Robt. " nil

472 MORLEY George 1898-98 12,3  ESLER Robert i . Gormandale

175 FAULKNER Mary 1899-99 14,7  MISSEN Walter o  Flym's Creek

174 w Martha 1899-09 11,5 ¥ o "

175 o Mbert 1896-99 10,1 we ' i "

176" Harold 1899-03 4.9 FAULKNER Tred " nil

177 MAXFIELD Ernest 1899-07 - 6,10  MAXFIELD Robt. i Traralgon

178 ¢ Robt, 1899-08 5.6 " - _ " ' nil

179 HANDIEY Jessie = 1899-09 5,1 = HANDLEY Walter = Contractor nil

180 MAZE Edith 189999 7,3 SCALES George = = Farmer Traralgon

181 - GIBSON Frances 1900-02 1%.4  GIBSON Arthur Dgiryman = Moormurung

182 " Edith 1900-02 9.5 W : " "

183 " Annie 1900-02 7.3 " " "

184 " William T3900-01  13.1% wo ' i H

185 CREED Sarsh . 190002 10.3 CREED: Benjamin Grazier Macorna

186 MACFARLANE Mary 190000 1l1.6 . moo " i ‘

187 o 198 (see 102, 120, 143, 12

i

& s

144, 149,136, 114, 153, 155, 147, 150)

199 FAULKNER George 1900~0% 4,2  FAUIKNER Fred Labourer - nil
200 SYMES Mary Emma 1900-01 9.1 SYMES. Charles Farmer "
204 . " John C, 1900-01 7.4 "o i "
202 " Joy Faith 1900-01 5.1 L N no "
203 FAULKNER John (see 114)

204 SYMES Vivian 190101 4.9  SYMES Charles Farmer nil
205 GIBSON John 190102 5,9

GIBSON Arthur U "
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206 MAXFIELD May 1901-11 6,3  MAXFIELD Robt. Farmer nil

207 CARTER Willism 1901-01 10,9 FAULENER Fred Labourer Traralgon
208 FAULKNER Martha 1902-02 14.5 VISSEN Walter Farmer Flymn's Creek
209 " Albert 1902-02 13,1 . " , ft f

210 ROONEY William 1902-02 12,9 ROONEY Patrick Dairymen Traralgon
211 i Thomas 1602-0% 10.9 i i LA

212 A Albert 1902-0%3 7.4 i " n

213 PFAULKNER Vera 1902-0% 4,7 FAULKNER Fred Labourer nil

214 HANDIEY Hilda 1902-10 e HANDLEY Walter Farmer L

215 HOGAN Alice 1903-03 13.9 HOGAN John Labourer Moe

216  COULSTOCK Hilda 1903-0% 1l.4 COULSTOCK Thomeas i Wannon

217 ” Olive 190303 9,9 i " "

218 " Doris 1903-0% 8,7 " " f

219 H Maud 190303 6.4 " " t

220 ROONEY Sarah 190%-03 5ell ROONEY Patrick " nil

22] MYERS Susan 190303 6,11  MYERS Jchn i Flinnstead
222 . Pauline 1903-03 54 " ”‘ 1

22%  MAHER Eugene 1903-05 12.6 MAHER Lawrence Grazier Bethe

224 "  Rose 190306 1%1.5 i i n

205 n John 1903508 9,5 n 1 1

226 KING Lily 1903-0% 7,10 KII&IG‘ George Farmer Gormandale
227 " Lours 1903-0% 6,3 " L i

228 WATSON Ethel 1903-05 8,10 WATSON William it Berwick

229 " Harry 1903-05 6.6 “ " "

230 FRYATT Jomes 190410 9,0 FRYATT Robert " Flymn's Creck
273 N John 1904-10 7.3 " " "

232 WATSON Percy I. M, 1904-05 5.6 WATSON William . " nil

23% RUD{EN Ada 1904-08 = 9.3  RUSHEN Frederick " Kensington
254  FRYATT Samuel 1904~1% 5,10 = TRYATT Robert " nil

235 HANDLEY Dorothy J. 1904~13 5,2 = HANDIEY Walter i "

2%6 ROWBOTTOM Constance 1904-04 8.1 SCALES Arthur " Traralgon
27377 MAXWELL Ida 1905-05 8.10  CORRIDAS Mrs, i Boisdale
238  MAXFIELD Eva 1905-08 8.6 MAXFIELD Johm J, " nil
239w Heil 1905-08 7.0 " " " |
240 HUNT William G, 1906-06 9,5 HUNT Frank " Callignes
249 P Lily 1906——06 7.5 it n i .
242 MAHER Vincent 1906~13 5,11  MAHER Lawrence " nil

24% SEBIRE Sydney 1906-13 4,11 SEBIRE Peter " i -
244, VAXFIBLD Elsie #H, 1906-43 5e?2 MAXFTELD Robert i i

245 %o 249 (see 169, 171, 177, 178, 179) (Gonv

250 DOVE Allsn B 1908-11 10.1  HANDIEY Walter Contractor &gg‘ﬁ}gan,
251 SEBIRE Ernest Ja 19068-13 5.4 SEBIRE Peter Farmer nil

252 MAXFTIBELD Iumcy Lils 1908-08 5.11 MAXFTELD John " i

253  PATERSON Jean 190808 1C.11 PATERSON James g Tooronga Rd.
254 MAHER Winifred 1906-1% 6,1 - MAHER Lawrence it nil

255 GRAHAM Amnie N, b, 1910-13 4,11  CGRAHAM William Grazier f

256  and 257 (see 206 and 214) -

258 RUST Hssie 1910-10 13%.2 HANDLEY Walter Contractor  Traralgon
259 MAHER Lawrence 1910-1%3 6.3 MAHER Lawrence Farmer nil

260 GRAHAM Roydon 1911-13 8.2 GRAHAM H, " Flynn's urqex
261 "  Elvie 1911-13 6.6 " Havry " L

262 SCALES David 1912-12 7.6 SCALES Reg ShireHerdsman Traralgon
26% " uafy‘EttLe 1912-12 7.6 W Herdsman W

264 " Roy 1912-12 5eb L " W

265 " Clive : 1912~13 6.7 B Arthur Parmer Nambrok
266 DALTREE Benjamin 1912-13  12.5 D&JDREE Robert i Rosedale
267 " Emme 1912-13 10,10 " " it

268 i Ethel 1912=13 8,11 b " "

269 " George 1912-13 7.5 " " "

270  CRAWFORD Jean 191314 12.9 CRAWFORD Wm. W Lancefield
274 i Murray 1913=-14 8.9 " ' " "

272 GODFREY Alfred 191313 6.5 GODFREY Alfred Farm Hand Rosedale
27%  GIBSON Hilda 1913-13 12,3 GIBSOY H enry Farmer Traralgon
274 " Norman 1913-13 10.1% " i "

275 & Clement 191313 7.1l # i i

276 ANDERSON Doris 1913-1% 7.3  ANDERSON David i Flynn's Creek
277 CRAWEFORD Muriel 1913-13 6.9 CRAWFCRD Wm, " Lancefield
278 FARVMER Majorie Only the names of these two children are shown ”

w John g

and no other information.
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Since the excursion to Dargo, 27th and 28th May, 1967, we have

collected

8 little information about the history of the school there.

Maybe this will fill out the story that Dr. Bridges-Webb is going to tell
ug on Tuesday, 3rd. October, about Dargo and the Dargo district. .

Apparently @ school was opened there
However, this school was
In 1870, it became a
Committee appointed Thomas Baker, who was

as the teacher,

wasg uncertificated.

in 1869, with Thomas Vernon Farr

really a private school, and Farr

Rural School (No. 15), and the

a qualified teacher.

From the

1st January, 1871, it was classified by the Board of Education as a Common
School (No. 1081), but Thomas Tate replaced Thomas Baker, whom the Board
However Tate resigned in less than three months, and

Thomas Baker returned as the Head Teacher, with Mrs, H. Ball to assist him
From then on, the list of head teachers reads:

would not accept.

ag work mistrisse

1871-1872 Thomas Baker 1921-1930 Ethel J. L. Glass
1873-1874 Arthur Liddelow George Tulton. ’
1875 James Griffiths 1930-19%8 George Fulton
1876~1877 John Joseph Corr Jegsie Turner
1878+1886 B. B, Jones Arthur 3, Curtis
1887-1892 Jchn Griffin Cecil F. Houston
189%-1894 James H. Boyce 1938-1949 Cecil F. Houston
1894-1896 Elizabeth J. Riley Frederick G. Cook
1897 School closed. Leo L. Leahy
1898 Julia Cahill George T. Richards
1899 Iva McCloskey 1955-1959 George T, Richards
. 1900 Stewart Iittle Peter M. Roberts
19001902 Charles Tilson " 1959 James C, Cameran
(half-time with Castleburn) 1960 Michael J. Mithen
1903 J. He Sheridan 1960~1965 Graeme D. Whittaker
1904 ~ closed 1966 Ivan R. McConchie
1904-1908 G, Mitchell 1967 Brian J. Driscoll

(Castleburn closed)
1908 Harvey MacRae (Temp)
1909~1912 William O, Russell
19131915 William J. Dickenecon
1916~1921 Richard T, Bailey

The first record in the archives concerning a school at Dargo (then,
known as Dargo Flat) is a letter from Walter E. Jones, dated 21/9/1868,
and addressed to the Board of Education. Mr. Jones stated that Dargo Flat
was in "an extremely isolated position, 60 miles by mail-road from any
school, public or private"; that a school-room, 24 ft. by 16ft. would be
built before the end of the year; and that a local Committee had already
been appointed, consisting of Walter Edwin Jones, farmer, Michael Hurley,
farmer, J. B. Kelly, storekeeper, Mackintosh Murdoch, sguatter (Cuicknungee
Station); Dennis Connelly, squatter (Dargo Station), and Frank Hall,.
squatter (Dargo Station). Other settlers in the area, with children of
school age, were Daniel lusk, Patrick McKenna, William Nicol, Malcolnm
McGuiness, Denis Connolly, Louisa Ball, and Alfred James.

It may seem strange at first glance
was reported as being the largest in the
attendance of 60, it was closed in 1897, because of the poor attendance,
The reason was quite simple, About 1896, an energetic Roman Catholic
priest, Rev. Father M, Hoyne of Omeo, mstablished a school there for the
comparatively large Roman Catholic population.

that, whereas in 1879 the school
district with an avcrage
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The publication of the story of Boolarra in our first two issues for this
vear, Vol. 6, No. 1, 10/2/67, and Vol. 6, No. 2, 10/3/67, has prompted

Mro, J+ W. Gliddon of 20 Hargreave Street, Mornington, to send us a great
deal of further interesting, and valuable information. Mr. Gliddon is

the son of an early stationmaster et Boolarra, Mr. Frank Gliddon, in charge
of Boolarra Station from 1901 to 1906, Here are Mr, J. W. Gliddon's
reminiscences in his own words:

Mr, W. H, Penaluna:

At the La Trobe Library, there is a book about our early pioneers,
and it contains a brief sketch of Mr. Penaluna. I remember him very well,
and I attended school with his childrens

Mr. John Kemp:

Mr, John Kemp was a very interesting gentleman with & keen sense of
humour. He was known as "Yorky". Once, when he applied to the Council
for the -statutory sum of 5/~ for clearing a huge tree from the road,; he
reasonably suggested a larger sum, since the tree had been lying ”fore
and aft' along the road. To beglﬂ with, he used a large hollow log as a
temporary r051denoe. It was still used as & farm 'building' in the late
1890's,

Mr. D, T.,Latfer:

The building used as the first school, and where John Irving first
taught at Boolarra, was still standing in the early 1900's. At that
time, it was used by Charles and David Latter, sons of Mr, D. T, Latter,
as a stable for their ponies. Mr. Llatter was Boolarra's handy-men. He
was blacksmith, dentist and barber. T was a client of his in his
capacity as dentist and barber. I remember that his blacksmith's anvil
served as a dentist's chair, and there I sat, while he worked on one of
my molars. It finally yielded, coming out in five pleceog The forceps
were made by Mr, Latter himself, in his smithye. ’

Miss Bell:

About 1955, there was o Miss Bell, who owned a pharmacy at Brighton,
when she was nearly 90 years old. She had been a2 pupil at John Irving's
school at Boolarra in the 1880's. It was her parents who sold the
Boolarra Store, sometime in the 1890's, to Mre W. P, Christian., I called
upon Mr. Christian in 1951, -

The O'Reillys:

The O‘Relllyg were on land latcr owned by John C. Mayall. During
their occupancy, a . bush-fire swept through the property, and to save
their lives,‘they had to take refuge in the creeck, The water of the
creek gradually grew too hot from the burning debris, for them to stay
there any longer, but it had served its purpose, and they managed to
e8Capt.

Mr, W, H, G, Payne:

I remember Mr, Payne very well, whlle I was at Boolarra, 1899-1908,
He was a well-read man and kept abreast of overseas news to an extent
guite unusual for ocne living in such an out-of-the way, bush place, as
Budgeree was then. His son, Charles, took up photography as a hobby,
and very successfully too, I think. Photogra phy was only an emerging
hobby in those days.

Mr, Ho Pettavel:

Mr., H., L. Pettavel, an nducated man from the French-speaking part
of Switzerland, grew grapes and made wine. He also had some "Northern
Spy'" apple trees, the fruit of which was delicious. I have never tasted
better apples since.

Back-to-School, Boolarra, 1951:

At a 'Back-to=-School" function in 1951, I met the head-teacher at
that time, Mr. A. Schmidt, who edited the "News and Views" produced by
the school, in that year, with its history of the arca. One important
contributor to the historical notes was Mr. Arthur Morrow, of Woodleigh.
She kindly gave me a copy of her notese.....L met many old friends at
this reunion, including Mr. E, Penaluna, Cr, A, Hall, Mrs. Mauer, Mr. C.
Briggs, and Mr. J, Bastine.
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Mr. Jack B%%tin, "Paling Splitter'

I remember particularly well, Mr. Jack Bastin, who had been a
paling—splitter in his younger d@yq ('Spllttln"’ is the work, nat
Yeutting! ) Mr. Charles Daley, in his excellent book, "Story of
Gippsland', mentions on Page 115 a huge tree which was said to have
yielded 9,600 palings. Mr. Bastin, who had been splitting palings,
probably in the 1870's and certainly in the 1880's and 1890's, told
me that the biggest tree he and his mate handled was 150 feet up to
the first branch, giving 26 sex-foot lengths, and gielding 5,000
palings. 1 think Charles Daley must be wrong in this instance, because
I find it hard to believe there could have been a tree double the size
of Mr, Bastin's. Mr, Bastin was a thoroughly reliable man, and I
checked these figures with him, 50 years later, in 1951,

Of the names you list in your "News'™, I remember about half, some
of them, like Messrs Wilson, Hall and Elqch, quite well. '

Mr, E. Primrosge:

Mr, Primrose (E, not W.) had a great sense of humourg At an enter-
tainment in the new Mechanics' Hall, a travelling troupe's acetylene
lighting system failed, but the actcrs on the stage continued their play.
Mr. Primrose (”Teddv”) went down the aisle to the blacked out footlights
and struck matches until the lights were restored. The audience cheered
warmly. - ' '

The O'Shannesseys:

The O'Shannessey brothers, Pat wnd Mick, two highly respected old
gentlemen, sold a bull to a Mirboo North buyer, who tried to bring it
through the Boolarra township. It had never been off the property and
was properly worked up by the time it reached Boolarra. Charging into
the hotel yard, he soon had that area to himself. He made a dash along
the wooden verandahs of the shopping centre, driving everyone indoors
except those on horseback, and then raced into the railway yard. The
drovers decided %o herd him into the trucking yard &nd send him by btrain
next daye.

Pat Murray: «

Pat Murray had a farm at Mirboo North, and drove the brain to
Morwell three days a2 week. One day, when he sold a truck~1o d,of
bullocks in Morwell, the train arrived back Bt 11.00 pem. tcad of
5.00 peme He was a popular old figure., When Queen Vlctorlu died, he
decorated the engine in purple and black. WMaybe there is $ill 2 photo=-
graphic record of this, still, at Mirboo North. It was not undommon
for Pat to stop the train anywhere opposite a farmhouse to oblige a
traveller,

Svend Hartsack Hartmonn:

The first Manager of the Butter Factory was Svend Hartsack Hartmann
(not Siegfried). He also conducted & gymnasium club for young men, the
exercises being based on Danish drill, for he was a native of Denmark.

W, F. O'Grady:

" Two of the O'Grady children were fellow scholars with me at the
time Mr, James Bell was the tezcher The only son of the family, Willia
O'Grady, died in about 1905, The O' Grady homestead was not casy of
@ccess then, so, for this funeral, about fwelve members of the Gymnasium
Club, dressed in their white uniforms, carried the casket to the cemetery,
about a mile away. :

The Land:

I remember the Fisher family taking over Mr. John Kemp's property,
but I had never heard of Billy Windsor; he nmust have been well before
my time. I have a clear recollection of W, Morrow'!s salec. I took some
photographs on that occasion. The menticn of. the "Mational Mutual® in
connection with the O0'Reilly farm is of interest. This Company financed
many improvements on that farm after World War 1 - fencing, the applicat-
ion of superphosphate, planting of trees. T think it was sold to the
Rep%+r1atloniDeparﬁmmnt.

Some of the hills in the Boolarra-Budgerec area are so steep, that,
inevitably 'tall' stories werc told. One settler is said to have asked
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the Lands Department for "another block please, as this one is on its end™

A second complained that his block was only good for hanging pictures on, and

o third stated that he could look up his chimney and sce the cows feeding
near the hill top.

But it is truc that some of the land near Mr. Black'!s property wos so
gtoep, thot sometimes, a trce felled near the top of +the hill woud somersault
down the hill, piyoting on its branches and finish up in the Morwell River.

The O'Reilly-0'Grady farms were thickly wooded with dead timber, some of
which was used, to make inexpensive fences ~ post and rail fences, but the
rails were nailed on, since morticed posts would have split,.

Bugh Fireg, 1902:

There were serious bushfires also in 1902. The Butter Factory wa
surrounded with cream cang filled with water, and it was guarded by volunteer
fire-fighters for 48 houras. The smoke was so thick that the lamps were 1it
and hung on walls in the factory all day, but showed as only reéd dots through
the smoke, The butter being made was spoilt and was uneatable, The hill
behind the fownshlp was ablaze, and when darkness come, 1t made a rare sight.

Church:

On Sundoys, quite o group of people used to accompany the preacher on
horsecback to Mr, Black's place for the morning service, and then go on to the
Knecbones' home at Clear Creek for dinner and afternoon service. Mrs. Knce-
bone used to make an apple pie in a milk dish, zbout two feet in diameter, to
cope with feeding the congregation.

I think John Hall, Morwell, had the contract to build the ‘Roman Catholic
Church, and he sublet it to o Mr. Ismoy. It wag lined with plaster sheets,
new ot that time, called 'Uralite', and it was opened by o week's misgion by
Father Barry, an excellent speaker. Mrs., Pat Gleeson trained a choir of
local girls very well. I went to one of the aevening meetingse.

The Mechanics! Halls

The opening of the new Mechanics! Hall was celebrated by festivities for
o weeke An entertainer named Barry Jocggers supplied a Japanese set of
scenery, and local girls, dressed to match the scenery worked in the stalls,

The Progress Association:

One member naned in +the third row of the photo you mention of the
Progress Association was Mr. Joseph Johnson, o butcher, and about 60 years
0ld at that time., He had pxperienced living cmongst the aborigines, like
William Buckley in some ways What o thousand pities, thesc experiences wene
never rceorded!

At om early meeting of the Progress Asgsociation, it was decided to send
o complaint to the Morwell Council about the state of the roads. It wa
agreed to hold o competition in the composing of o suitoble letters, The
final decision rested between 2 serious letter and & humourous one,., When o
compromise was suggested, the humorist objected that "You can't sing 'Rock
of Ages' to the tune of 'Yankee Doodle'. On nother occagion, one member
complained that the statements of another were ungrammatical and illogical,
to which the first retorted that, grammatical, LOUlel or otherwiss,; they
were at lcast truthful. There used to be quite o lot of 'fireworks' at
these meetingse.

Roadga:

During my father's term at the Railway Station, the Gunyah Road wosg made
by 200 of Melbourne's unemployed. MWr. W, Py Christian had the contract for
supplying food to them, using two huge pack-baskets for breads. These baskets
were bashed to bits by the knocking they raceived against the trees on the
track. A mailman used to walk in on the cleared track, and on one .occasgion,
he killed 19 snakes on the trip.

One of the workmen on this road died, and the body was brought into
the township on phck-horsec, between sheets of bark. This would be about
19802, or perhaps earlier. :

Sledges, sliding over the grass and mud, were still being used as late
2g 1908, and probably later, to take milk and cream to the factorye. J. E.
Peart used specinlly made half-cans for use on o pack-horsc.

Boolarra wag without 2 policeman for many years but one was appointed
again, about 1908, ‘ .
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The Story of a Gold Town - Grant.

Grant no longer exists, but it used to be a rather largs town,
perhaps bigger than Walhalla in its heyday. It was situated in the
rugged, alpine area of Victoria Tbetwsen Sale and Umeo, about 90 nmiles
from Sale (0 niles from Omeo and 30 miles north-east of Darge, on a
ridge almost 4000 feet above sea~level, some distance away from the
Crooked River; which itself flows into the ifitchell River. It was
Heef gold that was mined at Grant, and alluvial gold at Talbotville, the
companion township. at a lower level and on the banks of the Crooked
River.

In Gippsland, gold was Tirst discovered in the Omeo area in 1853,
and the alluvial mining was in progress there in 1854. Further west,
gold was discovered in Gaffney's Creek in 1857.

In 1860, as the result of a suggestion made to the Mining Department
by Angus Liciiillan, lir. 4A.W.Howitt, an experienced bushman and goldsecker,
was sent in charge of a party of picked men to prospect for gold in the
Mitchell River and Dargo River arcas.

Howittl's party did find some gold in the Dargo, the Wentworth and
the Crooked Rivers, and cutting forty miles of tracks along these rivers,
made possible the opening of a new gduvldfield area. Perhaps, this year,
1860 or 1861, saw the beginning of the town-ship of Dargo, but the reef
gold at the site of Grant was not discovered until 1864 or 1865,

In 1864, the Government formed the Alpine Expedition for the. purpose
of opening up tracks to facilitate prospecting in the mountains of
Central Gippsland, and the Expedition was placed in the charge of Angus
Melfillan. Work was carried on in two divisions for many months until
a track had been made over the Dargo High Plain to Omeo. Altogether the
Bxpedition cleared 220 miles of mountain road from the Croocked River,
where at least 300 prospectors were mining for alluvial gold.

During the progress of road-making, Mciillan's men, whilst working
at Crooked River, struck a rich, auriferous reef. which they called the
Pionser, after their leader's favecurite horse. Several of them left the
party to work the reef, which yielded up to five ounces to the ton.
Uelillan died 18th May, 1865 from injuries sustained when his pack
horse fell on him. He tried to'make his way back to Sale for medical
treatment. but died at Tguana Creek. The Alpine iExpedition was then dis-
persed.

Here is what Charles Daley had to say about Crant, in an article
written in 1918 for the Vietorian Historical Magazine — Vol. V1, No.4,
September 1918, :

"It is interesting to note, as a typical place of colonial life,

the history of the mining town of Grant, a few miles from the Crooked

River. In 1864, when lcHillan's party began their work, there was, on

the road from Dargo to Crooked River, at an elevation of 4000 feet above
sea~level, a stopping place in an isclated position, known as 'Isaac's
Shanty'. This became the starting point for a small village, which, in
honour of Mcilillan's birth-place, was, for a brief period, known as Skye,
and then,; as lount Pleasant. With the discovery of Pioneer Reef, deveclop-
ment of the gvookad River grew so rapidly thuu reefs were opened in

many directions.

At Hount PlbaSazt, the township of Grant sprang intec existence, and
in 1865, with a population of some thousands of people, it became the
centre of a busy mining-district. The heavily~-timbered mountain becane
a scene of activity and industry. In 1866, Grant possessced four banks,

a brewery, 23 licenced hotels and wine-shops, a police camp, churches,
stores and business places. All clesses were ropresonted in its popula—
tion. Two hundred and three reefs were proved to be gold-bearing, and
there was the usual, resulting, wild speculation. But the gold was worked
out, the miners departed, and the mushroom towns of Grant and Talbotville,
declined, sank into obscurity, and at last disappcared completely™.

By the year 1900, there were only 400 people in the town of Grant,
by 1912 only two persons, and the last one left about 1922. Daley
mentions birs., Wilson and Mick Murphy as the laat two inhabitants.

Grant in 18¢¢ - and in 1912¢

R.H. Croll (18(9 1947) baa 1aft us a description of Crant as it
was when he saw it in 1912, contrastoud with a Directory description of
it as it was in 186€, but first of all, let us learn something about
Robert Henderson Croll He was born at Stawell, Victoria, 4/1/1869,
went to lelbournc in 1886, and there served onm the Public Library Staff
for six years. He then becamc an officer in the cdninistraztive section
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Grent in 1866 - and in 1912....cout'd,
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of the iducation Department for 13 years. He was a man of many

interests (field=-naturalists, athletics, walking) and he was something

of a writer as the following exiract will illustrate. He had several books
published, both prose and poetry, of which the best-known perhaps is
“Along the Track" (1930). Here is his story on Grant:

Grant in the Sixties - and Since.........by R.H.Croll.

" ...the Lion and the Lizard keep
The Courts where Jamshyd gloried and drank deep” ——Omax.

"T+t was December, 1912, when six nembers broke intc a path which
the Club has trodden many *times since. It was the way to Wonnangatta.
The half-dozen consisted of Wallie Briggs, Norman Burrowes, Phil Flower,
Heber Greens Bill Webster and myself. We had no cars and no pack-horses;
carrying swags we walked up to the Howgua, c¢limbed Howitt, spent a night
at Talbotville, crossed the Dargo High Plains to St.Bernard, then dowm
the long slopes to Harrietville, and home by train from Bright.

Not the least interesting item on this very varied excursion was
our discovery of Grant. I take from my nctes, written at the time,
this account of what I found :

"From Talbotville there's a good ssven miles of steady climbing
to where the once~prosperous mining town of Grant, on the edge of the High
Plains, is now represented by one habiteble house, with one person living
in it. Tradition tells of 26 hotels in the good old days. This building
is one of those hotels, a very Pooh-Bah of pubs, for it is the whole town-
ship, just as the landlady is the whole population....She is the post-.
nistress of course, an office which is at once her plsasure and her
annoyence, her pleasure because it links her with the Outside World,
her anvoyance because a certain number of letters must be posted covery
month to kecp the office open. She writes them herself."

Philatelists who covet the unusual would, I think, be interested
in two penny postcards which are hefore me at the moment. Bach stanp -has,
as its cancellation mark, 'Grant Ap.8/‘15’w The cards are from Phil Flower;
on the second walk by the Club through this country. He found still the
one habitation - slightly more dilapidated -~ and still the one inhabitant,
and one only.

A friend has lent me a book which bears on its well-prescrved cloth
cover the engaging title of 'Butler's Gippsland and Wood's Point S
Directory, 1866'. It was compiled by Henry Young and John Dixon and was
published in Melbourne by Butler and Brooke, €0 Little Collins Street East,
The title page adds that the work was 'Sold by Sands and McDougall, and
Gep Robertson'.

It is a most comprchensive publication, not a bit content with
its label of 'Directory'. Far from it: it provides a road guide with
tables of distance, lists the eclipses duc in 1866, mentions the moon—
light nights of each month, summarises certain Acts of Parliament, sets
out a digger's readyreckoner; and tells how to treat snake-bite, and to
make a will., DEven a gardener's calendar is included and a table shows
the approximate arrival and departure of English mails. A very liberal
view is taken of what constitutes Gippsland: the metropolitan suburb
of Oakleigh is included as one of the settlements of that far-flung
province.

The digger who was snowbound in Grant and had the good luck to
possess one of these directories could spend happy hours reading up the
best way to keep bees, or he might memorise the names and addresses of
the corcners in Victoria, or meditate upon the 'eras of the world!.

Let me confine nyself to Grant for the moment and what the Directory
has to say about it. k

Seven streets ~ Ligar, Daley, Davies, Dawson. Camp, Gertrude and
Union = have their inhabitants named and the ocoupation of each stated.
Winchester Street, apparently then unsettled, is tipped to become the
most importent eventually. What = thirsty place Grant must have been:
the tale that has come down to us of numerous hotelsis borne out here.

Of the twelve houses Torming the left side of Ligar Sireet, one was the

La Serena Hotel, two others were occcupied by wine and spirit merchants.
Daley Street was much more advanced: on the right was the Recfers'! Hotel,
adjoining one another. Opposite, in the same street, were the LExchange,
the Royal Mail, the Pioncer, and the Alpine, all in a bunch, with the.

Rose and Crown a couple of doors further along, and another wine and spirit
merchant ncar by. '
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Grent in the Sixties - and Since...coht'd.

A brace of cordial manufacturers were quite hendy, and then, turn-
ing into Dawson Strest, we find the Junction Hotel, the Mount Pleasant,
the Victorian, the Albion, and the Freemason's Arms, while the Royal
Hotel and the Court Housc Hotel lent varicty to Certrude Street's line
of only eight dwellings. : :

Occupations were varied enougbu There were a couple of doctors,
one of whom ran a medical dispensary, two barristers, two solicitors,
several Sharebrokers a printer, a dressmaker, WatohmakerS, black~
smiths, caroenters, and the custonary storekeepers, and similar pro-
viders of the necessities of civilized living.

Banks were well represented. The Glonial is described as a very
subs tantial building, 'the first bank erected in this vart of Gippsland!;
the Viectoria is in a temporary building = 'the permanent structure will
he an ornament to the town when completed'y the Austral siz ig very com—
pact, 'fitted up in Melbourne and forwarded here for erection'; the New
South Weles 'a substantial ercction of colonial timber!'.,

Spiritual necds were not altogether neglected. 'The Church of Ingland
now-in the coursc of construction is situated on the top of a gontle rise
commanding a pretty view. It is to be of pine weather~board, lined
with Anericon Pide, and will accommodatc 150 pcople. The Presbyterian
Church is to be built on a reserve in Wilmot Strcet. Immediate steps
are to boe taken to erect a Roman Catholie Church in Farie Street.

As these last-naned streets are not mentioned clsewhere, it may
be assumcd they were s5till unpeopled. How many 'other' streots were
there? And, incidentally, how many Sly*grog.shcps, when so many
.licenced houses could flourish?

» A final word on Grant. kines working by machinery were the Union,
Victoria, Lintoft's, Good Hope, Hartly's, Globe, United, Britannia, and
Eldorado (all under ct¥eam power), and the Jeff Davis, the Pioneer and the
Providence under water power. A ruserve of ten, acres.was being held for
a cemetery.™ :

The Last Two Persons = lirs, Wilgon and Mick lMurphy.

Daley in his 1918 account of Grant has this to says "A few years
ago,. I visited the remote town of Grant, and found there, only two
persons, leading a lonely life. Buildings had been removeds the lines
of streets had almost vanishedy; the bush had encroached upcn the town.
The old Bank of Victoria, now the Hotel, kept by Mrs. Wilson, and =
pensioner's shack are the only occuvied residences. Both residents were
carly inhabitants of Grant, had left it, and had returned to its lone~
liness. The scecond resident, Mick Murphy., is worthy of more than passing
notice, having come to the place on the 10th May, 1864, after carrying
his swag for 80 miles. He claims to have found the Good Hope reef, one
of the most successful nmines of the district, and still Justifying its
name by being worked at Talbotville, Now 82 years old, this pioncer, .
who saw the phenomenal rise, cultivation and decline of the mountain town,
participating in its fortunes, prefers checirfully and ﬁhHLQSOphlcully
to pass the evening of his life there.

Grant was naned after James Wopherqon Grant (182 ~1885 ) 1.7, aud
a Victorian Cabinet Minister.

‘ouutaln TraCKa and Roads

The *two men who did most to open up the rugged, mountainous
area of Victoria, (Gippsl'nd) and enabled our gold resources there
to be exploited, were A.W.Howitt, 1860, and Angus Mcliillan, 1864-65,
Both are of pational importance in our hlstorye

Alfred William Howitt (1830-1908), explorer, anthropologist, and
geclaglst was born in Nottinghwm, Ingland, 17/4/18309 and emigratod
to Australia with his father and brother, in 1852,

In 1859, he led an expedition ‘to find pastoral country near Lake
Gyre, and the next year, 1860, was appointed by the Victorian Government
to look for gold in the Gippsland Mountains, and to pioncer tracks into
this area, Nicholson was his second in command in this work, and fre-i
quently had charge of a scparate group of the party.




Page 38, The Morwell Historical Socioty ] News, Vol. 6, 1967.

i e

Alfred William HOWLEtOOOOuocont‘a,

In 18671, Howitt was made leader of the party to search for Burke .
and Wills. He found John King and the bodies of Burke and Wills, which
he brought back to Melbourne for public burial,

Howitt became a police magistrate in Gippsland and warden of the
goldfields.

He found time to do other valuable community work becoming an
authority on the Australian aborigines, and on our eucalypts. He wrote
a number of scientific works, the most important being "The Native
Tribes of South-East Australia™ (1904).

A W.Howitt, a really great man, and an outstanding citizen of Aust

- ralia, died at Bairnsdale, Victoria, 7/3/1908.
Angus MolMillan (1810-1B¢5).

Angus Mclkiillan is well-known now for his great exploring journeys
into Gippsland in 1839, 1840 and 1841. He is not so well-known for his
equally important work, as leader of the Alpine Expedition, in building

tracks into the Gippsland mountains. Below, we give Charles Daley's
account of some of the work duvne by this Alpine Txpedition, 1864-1865.

i
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Track Finding and Road laking.

In 1864, ¥cMillan's party, working in two divisions, formed a
track from the Crooked River over the Darba High Plains, past Kabungara
(Cobungra) Station and Parslow's run, and into Omeo, a distance of about
40 miles. At uUmeo, HMoMillan met ¥Mr. Howitt, who gave him valuable in-
formation about the Wongungarra District to which MMcMillan was returning.
MeMillan relates that at Omeo in 1864, he found at work on the goldfielu
there, 250 Buropeans and 350 Chinesec.

His next road-making work took him from the Crooked River, over
the Snowy Plains to the watershed of the ilacalister and Moroka Rivers,
and to the Barkly Range at the head of the Goulburn. A connection
was made with Harrietville, and tracks were extended towards Mount Useful,
up the Woniangatta River to the lorcka Rivery from the Wellington River
to the Macalister River; and from the Jourdan River to Mt. Tamboritha.
McMillan says in his Jjournaly "On my way back, I took another track higher
up the Dargo Rivery; on which I could drive a carriage all the way to ths
Crooked River; and on the east side, all the way to Omeo and from there - ..
to Sale.

In constructing these mountain tracks, the procsdure was for =
flying party to push on ahead of the main body and make a preliminary
blazed trail with a definite mark on trecs every five minutes., These
marks were afterwards followed and the trail cut. From Dargo to the
Crooked River, the track was made 16 feet widey; from Omeo to Jourdan,
eight feet wide., Owing to the mountainous country, often 4,000 to 5,000
feet in height, the work was of a difficult character. MclMillan relates
that a severe fall from a packhorse laid him up for twelve days. Snow
falls often impeded operations, and on one occasion, the whola of the
day was spent in a hollow tree during a fierce gale and snow storm.
Sometimes, only two miles a day could be dene, the route being worked
out by meu crawling on hands and knee

!

B I U ooy,

Grant and  Dis strict.

Further research into the stcry of the gold-rush town of Grant
and the district round about it., and reference to the schosl records
held at the La Trobe Library, Melbourne, give us much more precise
information about the town itself, its explosion into being, some of
its inhabitants, and ibts rapid decline. First, let us correct some
of the guesses that have been made about its sime. In our last issue,
Vol.6; Wo.9, 10/10/67, we said that Grant may have been bigger than
Walhalla — which, at its peak between 1885 and 1895, had an estimated
population of 4,500 people.

This is not so. brant‘c population noever reached the 2, OﬂO mark,
and was probably much less, oven in its best year, 1866, It is also
unlikely that there were auything like 400 people left in Grant as
late as 1900. The township was all but defunct in 1890.
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The Story of Grant School, No.853. '

An application for aid in establishing a Comuon School at Grant
was made to the Board of Lducation in August, 1865, Here is a brief
table of the school's existence from the opening day, 1/11/1865 Lo~
gether with the names of the teachers who served there:

1/11/65 = 31/12/66 ..William Peppor. |

1867 = 1870.... «... School closed. No teacher available.

1871 - 1885..... .. ..Alexandor liatkenzie,

1885. = 1690.. .. ...00.In April, 1885, the school was made half-time

, with Talbotville School. Mr.W.A.Rice.

!39an\ﬁv&aoa;qonqaauschOO closed in July, 1890.

(1885 - 1887..Wn. A.Rice 188? - ?890a¢au,u.ﬂlllott)

School began in 1865 in a Wmoden9 shingle=~roofed building,
30fcet by 20 feet, rented by the Committee for 10/~ a weeck. Tees
rh@rvcdg for theso were the days before frec and compuleory education,
were 1/6 a woek for children under ten, and 2/- for thosc over tén.

There was. an immediate agitation for a proper school building;
and indeed, in February, 1866, Inspoctor Orlebar agrecd that the board
should grant aid for this purpose, but a rather ominous mnnute to thjs
recommendation then appears - “the Board has no funds'. :

When the school was re-opened in 1871, the Correspondent,
Mr., W.H.Morgan, asked strzightaway for the erection of a new school
house at Grant. He stated that "the township is on an exposed and
elevated position, 4,500 feat above sea level, and the school is
on the highest point and bleakest part of the township”. We do'not
know if he succeeded in getting the site he recommended = "allotments
15,16,17,18 of Section K, a warmer situation and the only level piece of
ground in Grant', ' ‘ E o

The teacher, AMexander McKonzie reported 27/9/1875, that "today,
our new schooul wag opened bq the singing of the National Anthem'.’

The Growth and Decline of Grant.

Gold was . discoverod at Grant (Tuwac‘* Sgaaty) by 4ngus McMillan'
party in 1864, and a rush begun alinost ¢1mmf1a%mly¢

In August, !865, Mr. David Thonas HuWhoo, barrister, and Corres=-
pondent for the Schoel Committeec; wrote to the Bourﬁ9 saying, "Grant
is the principal tawnsth of a very exteusive gold*nxning’di'”rie%,

The populaticn of the entire distrioct exceeds 2, 000 @nd in Grant alonc7
there are from 60 to 70 children®

, Towovor9 there is ample vadevoe of a prog?essive decline; beginning
as early as 1866, By the middle of that year; Robert Kennedy, the
postuaster, reported that only he and two others were 1cfb of the
comnittee of eight, appointed a few monthe carlier.

The school's cnrolment which had reached its highest figupe9 42,
in April, 1864, dropped to 27 in 1871, 13 in 1885, 10 in 1886, 8 in
1889, and € in 1890. ' '

In 1866 Inspector Orlebar had mentioned "the present depression',

‘but whether he was referring to a local or woneral depression, we do not

know,. In 1874, when consideration was being given to the building of a
new school house, a member of the Committee, Ir. A. lcIntyre, wrote to
the Departpent suggesting that the old building be made to serve another
year, since "the place is being deserted by everyone who can clear out',

In 1885, Inspector Hepburn reported that "the place is .gradually
declining; there are only 13 names on the school roll'.

Hepburn visited the area again the next year, 1886, and commented
again on the drop in enrolments, down to 11 in Grant and to..19 at
Talbotville. -

Inspector Hanilton's report in 1890 showed only six pupils at
Grant School, and ten pupils at: Talbotville School. o

In 1896, Inspector Park found there were no children left in the
Grant area, and the last comment came from Inspsctor Bothroyd, who said
in December, 1902, "I found the old building had been blown over by a
storm™,

People at Grant.

The first School Comuittes at Grant, elected in August, 1885,
consisted of Hdward Lintott, miner; He;ry Alexander Thompson, mining
engincers Arthur Roden licKenzie, bankers Henry Harrison, storekeopdrs
Peter White, storckecpoers David Thomas Hughes, barrister; Roberd
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Peqylb at GrantOQa‘cont‘d
Kennedy, postmaster; genton Dumphy, storekeeper.

Mr. Hughes was tho first school correspondent, but by the middle
of 1866, he had left to establish himself at Sale, although he continued
to vigit Grant regularly to conduct business there.

Within the year, four other members of the Committee had also left,
the three remaining members being Lintott, Mackenzie and Kennedy.

John Henry Mathews was added to the Committee and Peter White is
shown as having changed his occupation from store-~keeper to that of
publican. If Henry Harrison had left the town, he must have returned,
for we find him in the Committe for 1871, and 25 years later, in 1896,
he appears again as an applicant to buy the deserted school building.

James Travis replaced D.T.Hughes as the Correspondent, in 1866.

The Committe. elected in 1871, consisted of, James Travis;

Henry Harrison, storekeeper; W.F.Hopkins, storekeeper; James Steorw,
miner; William Brycey C.F.Scheer, miner; James Pattison, minersy
E.J.Coleman, police consteble; Danicel O'Grady, shoemakers; and William
Adams, miner.

Th@ names of ﬁhe families whose children were expected to attend
the school in 1865 were Dalton, Peach, Sprague, Enright, Travis, Stacey,
Curran, Daggett, Tydeman, Gravel, Mathew59 Barclay, Wright, Abraham,
Futcher, Mitchell, Carnegie and Thonas.,
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Talbotv1llo and Bulltowno

Whereas Grant was situated on the Dargo High Plains, about
30 miles north-west of the present township of Dargo, or as described
by Inspector Orlebar in 1865, "66 wniles north of @tratford, which is the
nearest school, and 75 miles north-west of Bairnsdale', the villages
of Talbotville and Bulltown were situated at a much lower level of
altitude, on the banks of the Crooked River, about four miles from
each other, and about eight miles down a pretty steep gradient from
Grant. A plan of Talbotville shows that the village was in a small area
bounded by a senmi-circular sweep of the Crooked River, with its two rows
of buildings following the curve of the stream, and separated from one
another by & street called Crooked Strect. . '

It is probable that these two townships began a little earlier that
Grant, since alluvial gold had been found in the Crooked River by A.W.
Howitt's party in 1860. Talbotville lasted slightly longer than Grant,
since its school remained open till 1893,

Bulltown only had a school for two yesars, 1873 = 1875, a school
worked half-time with Talbotville, Timothy Morony being the teacher.
Although the two places were only four miles apart, the rugged nature
of the country meant that the teacher had to travel a distance of seven
niles to get from one to the other, and to cross the river several times,
since the hills came down so siteeply on cach side.

Until 1908, there was occasional mention of the possibility of re-
opening Talbotville schooly; as for example, in 1902, when it was
suggested as a half-time partner for Castleburn school, but by 1908, there
were only six children who might have been able to attend a school there.

Mr, G. Mitchell, of Dargo and Castleburn schools, 1904 - 1908,
reported in 1908 that the Bulltown School building had been completely
destroyed by fire., Here is the story of the Talbotville school in brief:

1873 = 1879...Timothy Iorony.

1873 = 1875...Half-time with Bulltown.
1875¢.cc.c00s.Bulltown closed; Talbotville, full-time.
1879 - 1884...James Groutsch.

1884 ~ 4886...William A. Rice.

1885 ~ 1890...Talbotville half-time with Grant.
1890.c..coo...Grant closeds Talbotville full=time.
1886 ~ 1887...John W, Griffin. :
1887 - 1890...J. L. Blliott.

1890 - 1893...J.J. Featherstone.

1893.... .. ..Talbotville closed.

The man who took the initiative in asking for a school for
Talbotville was Hdward Remmington Guy, who wrote to the Department in
January, 1873, asking for a teacher, and then agw1n in March, 1873,
saying they had found a teacher in Mr., Timothy Morony, adding, perhaps
to forestall any possibility of veto of the appointment: "This is a real
outlandish place; if we had to part with the teacher, we could not get/

ancther',
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Apparently there were buildings called schools at both Talbotville
and Bulltown, before these places asked for teachers to be appointed
under the new Bducation Act of 1872, making education frec and compulsory
as from the begimning of 1873. It is possible that a small priva vte school
had been in operabion at either place before 1873, and any time after
1860, If so, it would have been ‘a small school without sufficiently large
enrolment to warrant acceptance as -a "vested school", or a school en-
titled to govarnhnnt aid.

The names of Tamilies living at Talbotville, listed in the school
records, were Ross, Guy, Farquhar, Flannigan, Sullivan and Doolang
and those at Bulltown, Penny, Harris, Clemps, Lees and Spank,

The Correspondent for Talbotville was John M. Farqubhar, who wrote
that Mr, Morony had voluntarily ovened the school, and commended him
as an honest, industriocus teacher; of good moral character.

The Correspondent for Bulltown bore the unusual name of "Baby", -
with an accent over the "a’". There is no such name to be found today
in Melbourne's telephone directory, but perhaps the sr«111ng “Bar%y“ is
the modern forw, consistent with its pronunciation.

No~one, who knew the geagraphy of this area, approved of the idea
of running Talbotville and Bulltown as part-~time schools. Inspector
Holland in 1873 dismissed the idea of a school half-way saying: "A half-
way school would be of no use. The nountains come down in many places
precipitously, and the children vou?d be oblwgsu to eroas the river =
frequently™.

Although the offigial records at the Deoartment 1ndjc“te thut tho
half-time arrangement obtained from the nmiddle of 1873, letters from

lorony as late as 1874 (August and Septoember) indicate that because of

prolonged flodds and other troubles, it was not until the 8+th Septemb@r
1874, that he was 'able to start h¢3f~t1mr at Bulltown, :

“Bven then, there were diffieculiies. Morony complained in ﬂOVQﬁb@T 5
1874¢ "Now that khe two schools are open, I have to travel 14 niles on
alternate days, on foot". PFinally, he bought a horse and claimed expenses,
which the Department refused on the grounds that he was not a certificd
teacher. Morony replied convincinglys "It costs me as much to live and
keep a horse as if I were certificd”. Good for Timothy Morony.
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Other Forﬁottgn unhools

Bulgoback Schoel, No.1619, and Wﬂtcr?url Sa qqlﬁhﬁg:g34ji

These two schools were linmod together on a part-time basis for
each, from 1876 to 1881, when Waterford closed temporarily. The half-time
arrangencnt @x:sted agalh from 1882 - 1865 when both mLhOblS were cloaedw

Casbluburn uchool “gﬁk“§}Q§,

1897, a request was made to the Dducation Department to establish
and tu work together two half~time schools at Budgee and Castleburn, five
miles apart from each other but there were insufficient pupils even for
this arrangement. Instead, one school in that area, called Castleburn
school, No. 330&, was llnhpd partmtlme with the existazg school at Glen-

Lﬂdale, Wo. J73 ' :
Castleburn is 16 miles SDUth“WLot of Dargo and Budgee ig 18 miles
south~south-west of Dargo. ‘ g g
Castleburn School lasted only 11 years, 1898-1908, half-time with
Glenaladale until 1904, and then with Dargo until 1908. The teachers
there were: - ‘ . . .

1898c0cevccoce. HoW.Gay (temporary).

1899 = 19071.....ldward Swoetman.

1902 -~ 1903.....Denis S. Daley.

19030c0coonvewoobire Ullyet,

1903c0cecvescs o sGlenaladale made fu]i«time. Castleburn linked
with Daxrge School, No. 1081,

1904 ~ 1906.....James H, Sheridan (Castloburn and Dargo).

1906 ~ 1908.....George Mitchell (Castleburn and Dargo).

19080 0csvvsoeCastlehurn closed, Dargo full-tine again.

©
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Castloburn School, No,3308....count'd,

Some_of the Teachers.

William Pepper, the first teacher at Grant 8chool, 1/11/1865 to
31/12/1866, had been teaching ‘at Alberton School, No.1, when he received
this appointment. He was a certificated teacher and = good teache

but he made a mistoke in going to Grant. In those days a school

was accopted as a "vested school, or a school assisted by the Board

of Bducation in the erection of a building and the payment of the teach-
erts salary, after a probationary period of six months with an average
attendance of 25 vupils, Pepper found himself badly underpaid, since
Grant did not measure up to this condition. No doubt that is why
William Pepper's stay was so short., and Grant school was closed for the
next four years. ' ‘

‘Alexander Mackenzie, who ro—opcuned the Grant School in 1871, also had
the confidence of the people of Grant, although he did not have a
teaching certificate when he started there. He was an older man, and
when Grant was made half-time with Talbotville, in 1885, Inspector
Hepburn recommended that the Talboiville teacher, William Rice, should
be the one to run both schools, "Mr. liackenzie being rather advanced in
years', ; : f

Timothy Morony, in charge of Talbotville for its first six years, 1873
to 1879, seens to have been a most worthy and interesting man. He algo
was unirained, and therefore uncertified, and although Inspector Holland
in 1873 wrote, "I consider him by no means a competent teacher', he had
to admit that "the people of Talbotville are satisfied with him, and there
would be great difficulty in finding a better one’, The following year
Inspector Baldwin admitted that the teacher was struggling under great
difficulties, that he was persevering, industrious, and giving great
satisfaction to the parents, that the discipline was good, the children
remarkably neat and clean, and that creditable progreas was being made.

At one stage, Morony was living in a log and bark hut eight fecet
long and six feet wide, :

Angry at being underpaid, and denied travel expenses to Bulltown,
he wrote, "A classified teacher would not remain a2 month in this
mountainous and impoverished locality®.
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Letters 1o _the '"News', S

o

from Iir. Menzel Du Ve, 48 Iiovell Struet, Echuca,

Constable Walker was at Toongabbie after Constable Hodder resigned. He
was proud of his horse, which, he told my fathoer, was 22 years old. Later on,
when Iir, Walker was transferred to Drysdale, and was patrolling the beach, he
saw a man in difficulties in the water and went to his assistance. The horse
followed him in and helped both men out. This was about 40 years ago, and was
reported in the "Argus®,

From Mrs, L. E. Sutherland, 159 Liddiard Road, Traralgon,

My wmother, whose maiden name was Elizabeth Ann Paragreen, came out from
England with her mother, step~father (Thomas Jeffs) and her brother William, by
sailing ship, arriving in Port Albert in 1854, My mother married my father,
John James Sinnbeck, at Rosedale, 28/1/1886. Yy grand-father, Peoter Sinnbeck,
had the mail contract from Rosedale to Walhalla, In 1899, my father bought into
the Bridge Hotel (at Rosedale), which was burnt down in 1908,

from lirs. D. M. Parkin, 109 Locksley Road, Ivanhoe,

My fathor, Mr. H. S. HJammet, was teaching at Latrobe River State School
about 1883 and 1884. The number of the school was 2520, which, according to the
Latrobe Library was Willow Grove School. Would this be correct? Later, he taught
at Won Uron and North Devon. '

(Comment..Yes, until 1923 this school was known as Latrobe River School.

As the township of Willow Grove had grown up on the Moe-Fumina Road, the
building was moved there and the school re-named Willow Grove State School.
Herbert S. Hammet taught at the Latrobe River School, 1883-1835.. .. .Ed. )

Trom Mrs. V. Liptrot, 15 ¥aglemont Cres.,Baglemont, Victoria.

I enclose a copy of an article in the "Herald” of 6/6/67 about Louis Charles
Coolt, a well-known farmer-naturalist of South Gippsland. His father, Charles Cook,
was the first teacher at Poowong School, and his nother (maidem name liarie
Perrottet) was the first teacher at Hazelwood Ridge State School.
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Correction on Constable Walker and his horse (on previous page, Page 42).

Letter from Mrs.Amy Wardrop of Berrigsn (formerly Amy Stephenson of Morwell)

Mrs. Wardrop writes:- "Constable Walker was stationed at Toongabbie
about 60 years ago, not 40 years, and before Constable Hodder, not after him.
His horse was a beautiful , white Arab, and could do anything except talk. It
could dance on its hind legs and fore-feet, and,at a signal, would lie down
and "die". Constable Walker was transferred to Drysdale, and eventually died
there. The horse was broken-hearted at the loss of his master, and died -
himself, a fortnight later.”

This confirms the basic truth of the story given to us by Mr. W. Du Ve,
but puts it in its right period.

Qbituaries.
Hester Florence Bridle, died at Morwell, 15/10/1967.

Miss Bridle, sister of Miss E.E.Bridle of 30 Latrobe Road,Morwell, was
the youngest child of Robert and Sarah Bridle, who came to this place from the
Koroit area of the Western District, in 1897. Robert Bridle bought Airlie Bank,
on Waterhoe Creek, from the Ogilvie family. The farm, which was then about two
miles out of the little township of Morwell, has now been incorporated within
the town's boundaries, and is bettr known as the Bridle Estate. The old stone
homestead still remains, and is indeed, the centre of the Morwell Council's
plant nursery now. It was the home to which she came as a child, and where she
lived for most of her life. She used to walk to Commercial Road State School
for her schooling, and attended, with her family, St. Mary's Church of England,
next to the school - the old building which now forms the library room of the

. Commercial Road State School.

Mrs. Jean F. E. Chester (nee Green), died 29th. October, 1967,

Mrs. Chester was the daughter of the late Yr. Arthur Green, who died
last year, and who was, for very many years, one of the leading business men of
Morwell. Arthur Green came to Morwell,as a young man, in 1899, to conduct a
drapery business, established by his father, as a branch of a business
.established at Rosedale, The premises of the Morwell business were known as
the "Iron Store", the original building being built mainly of galvanized iron.
This store was situated in Tarwin Street, where G. J. Coles' store is now.

In 1902, Arthur Green married Miss Katie Stamp of Maryborough, and
their family of three daughters and two sons - Jean, Eleanor, Cathleen, Barras
and Ian -« were all born and reared at Morwell.

Thomas Twomey, died at Yallourn Hospital, 1/11/1967.

Mr. Twomey came to Morwell from the Yarram~Port Albert area in 1922,
and until three or four months ago, conducted a hair-dressing and tobacconist's
business. The first premises, which included a billiard saloon, were situated
in Commercial Road, where Kelly Bros., and the Commercial Bank are now located,
but, in later years, he conducted his business in his home at the corner of
Victor Street and Church Street.

Two Great Teachers.

Miss Frances Margaret Cairns was born, 5th. July, 1857, and taught in Education
Department schools from lst. June,1871 until her retirement, 3lst.March,l1907.
Her schools were Rosedale, No. 770; Sydney Cottage, No. 2312; Glengarry,

No. 1235; Seaton, No. 1649; and Cowwarr, No. 1967. She died 13/9/1944,aged 87.

Miss Maria Frederica Hagens., was born 5th. July, 1861, and taught from

11th. February 1877, until she retired, 5th. July, 1926. She served at Richmond
School, No., 1567; Denison No. 1300; Loy Yang No. 2607; and Pakenham No.1359.
She was head-teacher at Loy Yang from 4th.October 1884 to 19th.October 1896,

& period of 12 years.

John Peterkin of Traralgon, Saw-Miller, and Ned Kelly, Mill-Hand.

In 1875, John Peterkin established a sawmill at Flynnstead, about half
a mile from the present rail~siding, and just south of the present line.

Ned Kelly is said to have worked at this sawmill for a short time in
1875, when he was only 20 years old. Apparently he had just completed a prison
sentence of three years, on a charge of receiving a stolen horse., According to
the Australian Encyclopaedia, when he was released in February 1874,"he worked
honestly for two years as a timber-getter and sawmiller®,




